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EASTERN TULE 
GROUNDWATER 
SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY, 
JPA 

Dennis Townsend 
Chairman 
County of Tulare 

Steve Kisling 
Vice-Chairman 
Saucelito Irrigation District 

Eric Borba 
Porterville Irrigation District 

Stan Green 
City of Porterville 

Meeting of the Authority 
Board of Directors 

Thursday, February 5, 2026 
Convenes at 2:00 p.m. 

info@easterntulegsa.com 
www.easterntulegsa.com 

Geoffrey C. Galloway 
Terra Bella Irrigation District 

John Corkins 
White Area 

Aubrey Mauritson 
Legal Counsel 

Rogelio Caudillo 
General Manager 

Meeting Location: 
City of Porterville 

City Council Chambers 
291N. Main Street 

Porterville, CA 93257

Web Meeting Attendance Available for 
Interested Parties: 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85677739109  

Meeting ID: 856 7773 9109 
• +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)

AGENDA 
Action items are listed in bold. 

All items on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed for action, may be deliberated upon and may be subject to action by the 
Board of Directors. The Board of Directors may consider agenda items in any order. Materials related to an item on this agenda 
submitted to the Board of Directors after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection at the ETGSA Office, 
881 W. Morton Avenue, Suite D, Porterville, California, during normal business hours. 

1. PUBLIC COMMENT
At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda.  Under state law, matters presented 
under this item cannot be discussed or acted upon by the Board at this time.  For items appearing on the agenda, the public is 
invited to make comments at the time the item comes up for Board consideration.  Any person addressing the Board will be 
limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes or at the Chairman’s discretion.  At all times, please use the microphone and state 
your name for the record. 

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS

3. CONSENT CALENDAR

a. Approval of January 8, 2025, Meeting of the Board Minutes.
b. Approval of ratification of bills paid and approval of bills to be paid. (Materials to be

distributed on the day of the Board Meeting.)

4. ADMINISTRATION

a. ACTION – Review and Approve Proposed ETGSA Budget for FY2025-2026 Q3 & Q4.
b. ACTION – Review and Approve Member Agency Call for Q1 Expenses.
c. ACTION – Review and Approval of Office Lease Agreement with Rico Property Group

mailto:info@easterntulegsa.com
http://www.easterntulegsa.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85677739109
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LLC. 
d. Report on ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing.

5. GOVERNMENTAL AND LEGISLATIVE MATTERS

a. Report on State Advocacy efforts.

6. STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

a. Report on ongoing ETGSA outreach efforts.

7. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

a. Receive ETGSA Committees report.

8. TULE SUBBASIN AND REGIONAL REPORTS AND ITEMS

a. Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task Items.

9. CLOSED SESSION:

a. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION:
[Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2)] 
Number of Potential Cases: Three 

b. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION
(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9) 
Setton Pistachio of Terra Bella, Inc. v. Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency 
Tulare County Superior Court Case No. VCU320350 

c. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION
(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9) 
Friant Water Authority v. Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Tulare County Superior Court Case No. VCU306343 

d. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION:
[Government Code Section 54947]
Title: All Positions

10. CLOSED SESSION ITEMS:

a. Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1

11. PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT

a. ACTION - Approval of Employee Salary Adjustment.

12. NEXT MEETING DATE
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a. Next Regular Meeting – Thursday, March 5, 2026, at 2 p.m.

13. ADJOURNMENT

A person with a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 may request the ETGSA to provide a 
disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in any public meeting. Such assistance includes 
appropriate alternative formats for the agendas and agenda packets used for any public meetings of the GSA. Requests for 
such assistance and for agendas and agenda packets shall be made in person, by telephone, facsimile, or written 
correspondence to the General Manager of the ETGSA at (559) 781-7660, at least 48 hours before a public meeting. 



ETGSA Meeting of the Board 
February 5, 2026 

Agenda Item 3.a-b 

Consent Calendar 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Consent Calendar 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: Move to approve items under the Consent Calendar, approval of 
items may be made in one motion. 

Executive Summary: 

a) Approval of January 8, 2025, Meeting of the Board Minutes.
b) Approval of Ratification of bills paid and approval of bills to be paid.

Attachments: 

• Exhibit A: January 8, 2025, Meeting of the Board Minutes.
• Exhibit B: ETGSA Financial Statements (Unaudited).
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MINUTES OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

MEETING HELD JANUARY 8, 2026 

At approximately 2:00 p.m. on January 8, 2026, at the City of Porterville, Council Chambers, Vice-
Chairman Steve Kisling called to order the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Eastern Tule 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint Powers Authority (“ETGSA”).  The meeting was also 
conducted remotely for members of the public.  

Members Present:  Eric Borba John Corkins  
Geoff Galloway Stan Green 
Sean Geivet (alt) Dennis Townsend 

Members Absent: 
Steve Kisling 

Others Present: Aubrey Mauritson Rogelio Caudillo 
Tom Harder  Don Tucker 
Amanda Carlson Nina Nelms 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Chairman Townsend opened the public comment period.  No comment was presented.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

General Manager Caudillo had no announcements.   

CONSENT CALENDAR  

General Manager Caudillo referred the Board to Agenda Items #3a-#3b on the Consent Calendar 
portion of the agenda.  A copy of the Minutes of the December 4, 2025, Board Meeting is attached 
as Agenda Item #3a.   A copy of the financial statements is attached as Agenda Item #3b.   

Director Borba moved to approve Items #3a - #3b.  Director Corkins seconded and the board 
unanimously approved the motion.   

TO BE APPROVED

Consent Calendar:
Exhibit A
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ADMINISTRATION 

Member Agency Call for Funds:  County of Tulare 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on Member Agency Call for Funds: County of Tulare. 
Attached hereto and incorporated by reference as Agenda Item #4a is a copy of Call for Funds.    

Discussion ensued.  

Director Corkins moved and Alternate Director Geivet seconded to not take action on the call for 
funds today and requested staff update the budget to reflect current conditions of ETGSA.   

Discussion ensued. 

The board unanimously approved the motion.   

Board Petition: ETGSA3099 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on Board Petition: ETGSA3099.  Attached hereto 
and incorporated by reference as Agenda Item #4b is a copy of the Petition. 

Discussion ensued. 

Alternate Director Geivet moved to not accept Petition ETGSA3099.  Director Corkins seconded 
the motion and the board unanimously approved. 

Report on LSMA Landowner Outreach 

Don Tucker, of 4Creeks, provided a report.  Attached hereto and incorporated by reference as 
Agenda Item #4c is a copy of his report.   

Report from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing 

Don Tucker, of 4Creeks, provided a report on ETGSA accounts and invoicing.  Attached hereto 
and incorporated by reference as Agenda Item #4d is a copy of his report.   

GOVERNMENTAL AND LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 

Report on State Advocacy Efforts 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report.  Attached hereto and incorporated by reference as 
Agenda Item #5a is a copy of her State Advocacy Report.   TO BE APPROVED
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STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Report on Ongoing ETGSA Outreach Efforts 

General Manager Caudillo provided an update on ongoing outreach efforts and upcoming events. 
A copy of his report is attached as Agenda Item #6a and incorporated by reference.   

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

Receive Report from the Finance Committee 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached as Agenda Item #7a.  

Receive Report from Stakeholder & Executive Committees 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached as Agenda Item #7b.  

Receive Report from the Land Subsidence Monitoring and Management Committee 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached as Agenda Item #7c. 

TULE SUBBASIN AND REGIONAL REPORTS AND ITEMS 

Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task Items 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached as Agenda Item #8a. 

CLOSED SESSION 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
[Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(2)] 
Number of Potential Cases:  Three 

The Board of Directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2), met with General Counsel Aubrey Mauritson regarding three potential items of 
anticipated litigation.  

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION 
(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9) 
Setton Pistachio of Terra Bella, Inc. v. Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Tulare County Superior Court Case No. VCU320350  

The Board of Directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(1), met with General Counsel Mauritson regarding existing litigation named above. 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION 
(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9) 
Friant Water Authority v. Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

TO BE APPROVED
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Tulare County Superior Court Case No. VCU306343  

The Board of Directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(1), met with General Counsel Mauritson regarding existing litigation named above. 
CLOSED SESSION ITEMS 

Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1 

Chairman Townsend announced that there was no reportable action from closed session. 

NEXT MEETING DATE 

Next Regular Meeting – Thursday, February 5, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. 

The next meeting of the Board of Directors of the ETGSA Joint Powers Authority is currently 
scheduled to be held on February 5, 2026, at 2:00 p.m.   

ADJOURNMENT  

There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Townsend adjourned the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

_________________________________ 
Rogelio Caudillo, General Manager 

TO BE APPROVED



 9:15 AM
 01/28/26
 Accrual Basis

 Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency
 Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual (unaudited)

 July 2025 through June 2026

Expense Jul '25 - Jun 26 Budget $ Over Budget % of Budget

 Revised 
Projected Budget 

for Q3_Q4 FY 
2026 

Actual 
Monthly 
Expense Vendor Amount

6001;Salaries & Wages 139,898.01 385,000.00 -245,101.99 36.34% 160,000.00

6004;Benefits - DI, Life 417.69 7,000.00 -6,582.31 5.97% 450.00

6004;Benefits - HDV 24,730.79 55,000.00 -30,269.21 44.97% 31,000.00

6011;Benefits - Retirement 6,184.53 22,000.00 -15,815.47 28.11% 6,200.00

6012;Payroll Expense 11,369.54 25,000.00 -13,630.46 45.48% 15,000.00

6015;WorkerCompensation Ins. 1,751.17 4,000.00 -2,248.83 43.78% 1,000.00

7005;Landline/Internet Expense 1,449.79 3,500.00 -2,050.21 41.42% 1,500.00

7010;GL/DO/Property/Auto/Other 12,259.40 25,000.00 -12,740.60 49.04% 0.00

7036;General Software Expense 146.93 1,000.00 -853.07 14.69% 800.00

7036;Office Supplies & Equipmen 2,475.56 3,000.00 -524.44 82.52% 2,500.00

7036;Postage & Delivery Expense 1,713.97 10,500.00 -8,786.03 16.32% 5,000.00

7036;Website, Email, & Domain 655.85 2,000.00 -1,344.15 32.79% 660.00

7043;Admin Support Services 180,314.10 200,000.00 -19,685.90 90.16% 79,000.00 Dec 2025 4Creeks 19,000.00

7043;Audit & Accounting Service 3,500.00 20,000.00 -16,500.00 17.5% 16,500.00

7043;ET Monitoring 69,447.28 120,000.00 -50,552.72 57.87% 36,000.00

7043;General Engineering Consul 114,068.42 100,000.00 14,068.42 114.07% 11,000.00 Dec 2025 4Creeks 11,000.00

7043;Grant & Project Services 605.00 7,000.00 -6,395.00 8.64% 0.00

7043;Hydrogeological Consultant 92,289.65 100,000.00 -7,710.35 92.29% 12,000.00 Dec 2025 Harder 6,000.00

7043;Legal Services 986,523.27 1,000,000.00 -13,476.73 98.65% 250,000.00

7043;LSMA Monitoring/Enfrcmnt 166,430.00 400,000.00 -233,570.00 41.61% 5,200.00 Dec 2025 4Creeks 5,200.00

7043;Other Professional Service 157,010.25 120,000.00 37,010.25 130.84% 37,500.00 Dec 2025 4Creeks 12,500.00

7043;Outreach & Meetings Expens 280.22 3,000.00 -2,719.78 9.34% 0.00

7043;State Advocacy Services 45,500.00 85,000.00 -39,500.00 53.53% 13,000.00

7061;Printer Rental/Lease 707.26 4,000.00 -3,292.74 17.68% 1,500.00

7062;Property Lease Expense 12,950.00 24,000.00 -11,050.00 53.96% 9,950.00

7074;GM Travel & Communication 6,804.36 14,500.00 -7,695.64 46.93% 7,000.00

7400;Mitigation Emergency Prog 64,425.11 100,000.00 -35,574.89 64.43% 0.00

7407;Groundwater Monititor Exp. 99,581.26 200,000.00 -100,418.74 49.79% 15,000.00 Dec 2025 4Creeks 7,500.00

7407;TuleSubbasin MOU Expense 82,929.17 425,000.00 -342,070.83 19.51% 9,000.00 Dec 2025 Harder 4,500.00

2,286,418.58 3,465,500.00 -1,179,081.42 65.98% 726,760.00 65,700.00
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ETGSA Meeting of the Board 
February 5, 2026 

Agenda Item 4.a 

Review and Approve Member Agency Call for Q1 
Expenses. 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA Budget FY2025-2026  

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: None. 

Executive Summary: 

Call for Funds Breakdown: 

Agency Quarterly FY25-26 Call 
PORTERVILLE ID GSA  $ 44,918.95  $      179,675.78 Quarterly 
TERRA BELLSA ID GSA  $ 40,047.17  $      160,188.68 Quarterly 
SAUCELITO ID GSA  $ 57,045.58  $      228,182.30 Quarterly 
CITY OF PORTERVILLE GSA  $ 46,095.35  $      184,381.42 Quarterly 

ETGSA - WHITE AREA $ 557,267.95  $  2,229,071.82 Quarterly 

FY25-26 Budget Total 

 

 $  2,981,500.00 

 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a



ETGSA Meeting of the Board 
February 5, 2026 

Agenda Item 4.c 

Review and Approval of Office Lease Agreement with 
Rico Property Group 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Landowner Appeal  

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: Move to approve Lease Agreement. 

Executive Summary: 

Rico Property Group presents an updated Office Lease Agreement of ETGSA Offices for consideration of 
approval. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• Letter: Copy of Rico Property Group Official Lease Agreement



COMMERCIAL LEASE 

LEASE PAYMENTS. Tenant shall pay to Landlord monthly installments of $2,125.00, payable in advance 
on the first day of each month. Lease payments shall be made to the Landlord at 881 W. Morton Ave, Ste C, 
Porterville, California 93257. The payment address may be changed from time to time by the Landlord. 

POSSESSION. Tenant shall be entitled to possession on the first day of the term of this Lease, and shall 
yield possession to Landlord on the last day of the term of this Lease, unless otherwise agreed by both 
parties in writing. At the expiration of the term, Tenant shall remove its goods and effects and peaceably 
yield up the Premises to Landlord in as good a condition as when delivered to Tenant, ordinary wear and tear 
excepted. 

EXCLUSIVITY. Landlord shall not directly or indirectly, through any employee, agent, or otherwise, lease 
any space within the property (except the Premises herein described), or permit the use or occupancy of any 
such space whose primary business activity is in, or may result in, competition with the Tenants primary 
business activity. The Landlord hereby gives the Tenant the exclusive right to conduct their primary business 
activity on the property. 

STORAGE. Tenant shall be entitled to store items of personal property in the Copy Room and 
Garage during the term of this Lease. Landlord shall not be liable for loss of, or damage to, such stored 
items. 

PROPERTY INSURANCE. Landlord and Tenant shall each maintain appropriate insurance for their 
respective interests in the Premises and property located on the Premises. Landlord shall be named as an 
additional insured in such policies. Tenant shall deliver appropriate evidence to Landlord as proof that 
adequate insurance is in force issued by companies reasonably satisfactory to Landlord. Landlord shall 
receive advance written notice from the insurer prior to any termination of such insurance policies. Tenant 
shall also maintain any other insurance which Landlord may reasonably require for the protection of 
Landlord's interest in the Premises. Tenant is responsible for maintaining casualty insurance on its own 
property. 

UTILITIES AND SERVICES. Landlord shall be responsible for all utilities and services incurred in 
connection with the Premises. 

TAXES. Taxes attributable to the Premises or the use of the Premises shall be allocated as follows: 

REAL ESTATE TAXES. Landlord shall pay all real estate taxes and assessments for the Premises. 

This Lease Agreement (this "Lease") is dated as of May 01, 2026, by and between Rico Property Group 
LLC ("Landlord"), and Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency ("Tenant"). The parties agree as 
follows: 

PREMISES. Landlord, in consideration of the lease payments provided in this Lease, leases to Tenant 994 
sq. ft. including three offices, usage of copy room, conference room & lobby (the "Premises") located at 881 
W Morton Ave, Suite D, Porterville, CA 93257. 

TERM. The lease term will begin on May 01, 2026, and will continue month-to-month until April 
30, 2027. 

TO BE APPROVED

Agenda Item 4.c
Exhibit A



PERSONAL TAXES. Landlord shall pay all personal taxes and any other charges which may be levied 
against the Premises and which are attributable to Tenant's use of the Premises, along with all sales and 
/or use taxes (if any) that may be due in connection with lease payments. 

TERMINATION UPON SALE OF PREMISES. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Lease, 
Landlord may terminate this lease upon 30 days' written notice to Tenant that the Premises have been sold. 

DEFAULTS. Tenant shall be in default of this Lease if Tenant fails to fulfill any lease obligation or term by 
which Tenant is bound. Subject to any governing provisions of law to the contrary, if Tenant fails to cure 
any financial obligation within 5 days (or any other obligation within 10 days) after written notice of such 
default is provided by Landlord to Tenant, Landlord may take possession of the Premises without further 
notice (to the extent permitted by law), and without prejudicing Landlord's rights to damages. In the 
alternative, Landlord may elect to cure any default and the cost of such action shall be added to Tenant's 
financial obligations under this Lease. Tenant shall pay all costs, damages, and expenses (including 
reasonable attorney fees and expenses) suffered by Landlord by reason of Tenant's defaults. All sums of 
money or charges required to be paid by Tenant under this Lease shall be additional rent, whether or not 
such sums or charges are designated as "additional rent". The rights provided by this paragraph are 
cumulative in nature and are in addition to any other rights afforded by law. 

LATE PAYMENTS. For any payment that is not paid within 5 days after its due date, Tenant shall pay a 
late fee of $250.00. 

HOLDOVER. If Tenant maintains possession of the Premises for any period after the termination of this 
Lease ("Holdover Period"), Tenant shall pay to Landlord lease payment(s) during the Holdover Period at a 
rate equal to the most recent rate preceding the Holdover Period. Such holdover shall constitute a month-to- 
month extension of this Lease. 

CUMULATIVE RIGHTS. The rights of the parties under this Lease are cumulative, and shall not be 
construed as exclusive unless otherwise required by law. 

NON-SUFFICIENT FUNDS. Tenant shall be charged $50.00 for each check that is returned to Landlord 
for lack of sufficient funds. 

REMODELING OR STRUCTURAL IMPROVEMENTS. Tenant shall have the obligation to conduct 
any construction or remodeling (at Tenant's expense) that may be required to use the Premises as specified 
above. Tenant may also construct such fixtures on the Premises (at Tenant's expense) that appropriately 
facilitate its use for such purposes. Such construction shall be undertaken and such fixtures may be erected 
only with the prior written consent of the Landlord which shall not be unreasonably withheld. Tenant shall 
not install awnings or advertisements on any part of the Premises without Landlord's prior written consent. 
At the end of the lease term, Tenant shall be entitled to remove (or at the request of Landlord shall remove) 
such fixtures, and shall restore the Premises to substantially the same condition of the Premises at the 
commencement of this Lease. 

ACCESS BY LANDLORD TO PREMISES. Subject to Tenant's consent (which shall not be unreasonably 
withheld), Landlord shall have the right to enter the Premises to make inspections, provide necessary 
services, or show the unit to prospective buyers, mortgagees, tenants or workers. However, Landlord does 
not assume any liability for the care or supervision of the Premises. As provided by law, in the case of an 
emergency, Landlord may enter the Premises without Tenant's consent. During the last three months of this 
Lease, or any extension of this Lease, Landlord shall be allowed to display the usual "To Let" signs and 
show the Premises to prospective tenants. 

INDEMNITY REGARDING USE OF PREMISES. To the extent permitted by law, Tenant agrees to 
indemnify, hold harmless, and defend Landlord from and against any and all losses, claims, liabilities, and 

TO BE APPROVED



expenses, including reasonable attorney fees, if any, which Landlord may suffer or incur in connection with 
Tenant's possession, use or misuse of the Premises, except Landlord's act or negligence. 

DANGEROUS MATERIALS. Tenant shall not keep or have on the Premises any article or thing of a 
dangerous, flammable, or explosive character that might substantially increase the danger of fire on the 
Premises, or that might be considered hazardous by a responsible insurance company, unless the prior 
written consent of Landlord is obtained and proof of adequate insurance protection is provided by Tenant to 
Landlord. 

COMPLIANCE WITH REGULATIONS. Tenant shall promptly comply with all laws, ordinances, 
requirements and regulations of the federal, state, county, municipal and other authorities, and the fire 
insurance underwriters. However, Tenant shall not by this provision be required to make alterations to the 
exterior of the building or alterations of a structural nature. 

MECHANICS LIENS. Neither the Tenant nor anyone claiming through the Tenant shall have the right to 
file mechanics liens or any other kind of lien on the Premises and the filing of this Lease constitutes notice 
that such liens are invalid. Further, Tenant agrees to (1) give actual advance notice to any contractors, 
subcontractors or suppliers of goods, labor, or services that such liens will not be valid, and (2) take 
whatever additional steps that are necessary in order to keep the premises free of all liens resulting from 
construction done by or for the Tenant. 

DISPUTE RESOLUTION. The parties will attempt to resolve any dispute arising out of or relating to this 
Agreement through friendly negotiations amongst the parties. If the matter is not resolved by negotiation, the 
parties will resolve the dispute using the below Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) procedure, unless the 
dispute or controversy meets the requirements to be brought before California's small claims court or is an 
unlawful detainer proceeding. 

Any controversies or disputes arising out of or relating to this Agreement, other than those excepted above, 
will be submitted to mediation in accordance with any statutory rules of mediation for the State of 
California. If mediation does not successfully resolve the dispute, then the parties may proceed to seek an 
alternative form of resolution in accordance with any other rights and remedies afforded to them by law. 

ASSIGNABILITY/SUBLETTING. Tenant may not assign or sublease any interest in the Premises, nor 
effect a change in the majority ownership of the Tenant (from the ownership existing at the inception of this 
lease), nor assign, mortgage or pledge this Lease, without the prior written consent of Landlord, which shall 
not be unreasonably withheld. 

NOTICE. Notices under this Lease shall not be deemed valid unless given or served in writing and 
forwarded by mail, postage prepaid, addressed as follows: 

LANDLORD: 

Rico Property Group LLC 
881 W Morton Ave, Suite C 
Porterville, California 93257 

TENANT: 

Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
881 W Morton Ave, Suite D 
Porterville, CA 93257 

TO BE APPROVED



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Such addresses may be changed from time to time by any party by providing notice as set forth above. 
Notices mailed in accordance with the above provisions shall be deemed received on the third day after 
posting. 

GOVERNING LAW. This Lease shall be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of California. 

ENTIRE AGREEMENT/AMENDMENT. This Lease Agreement contains the entire agreement of the 
parties and there are no other promises, conditions, understandings or other agreements, whether oral or 
written, relating to the subject matter of this Lease. This Lease may be modified or amended in writing, if the 
writing is signed by the party obligated under the amendment. 

LANDLORD: 
Rico Property Group LLC 

s _ A f _ T h e _ L  a n d 
lo r d _ N a m e _  

d _ A f _ T h  e _ L a n 
d lo r d _ D a te  _  

By: Date: 

Jorge B Fernandez, Vice President 

TENANT: 
Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

s _ A f _ T h e _ T  e n 
a n t_ N  a m e _  

d _ A f _ T h  e _ T e 
n a n t_ D a te  _  

By: Date: 
Rogelio Caudillo, General Manager 

AMENDMENT. In the event the business of Tenant permanently closes, Landlord will permit Tenant to 
cancel lease agreement with a minimum 30-day notice. 
 

SEVERABILITY. If any portion of this Lease shall be held to be invalid or unenforceable for any reason, 
the remaining provisions shall continue to be valid and enforceable. If a court finds that any provision of this 
Lease is invalid or unenforceable, but that by limiting such provision, it would become valid and 
enforceable, then such provision shall be deemed to be written, construed, and enforced as so limited. 

WAIVER. The failure of either party to enforce any provisions of this Lease shall not be construed as a 
waiver or limitation of that party's right to subsequently enforce and compel strict compliance with every 
provision of this Lease. 

BINDING EFFECT. The provisions of this Lease shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of both 
parties and their respective legal representatives, successors and assigns. 

TO BE APPROVED



ETGSA Meeting of the Board 
February 5, 2026 

Agenda Item 4.d 

Reports on ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing  

Submitted By: Financial Controller 

Recommended Action: None, Board may provide direction to staff. 

Executive Summary: 

The report will be given by Financial Controller. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a
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Agenda Item 5.a 

Report on State Advocacy efforts 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA State Advocacy efforts 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: None, Board may provide direction to staff. 

Executive Summary: 

No report for the month of January. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a
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Agenda Item 6.a 

Report on ongoing ETGSA outreach efforts 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of ETGSA Outreach 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

In addition to its regular Board and Committee Meetings and email correspondence to its 
Interested Parties List, ETGSA continues to conduct community outreach regarding SGMA, 
ETGSA and its Rules through a variety of events and other media. 

A summary of ETGSA’s outreach efforts in January is provided below: 

ETGSA Meetings: 

• January 8, 2025, Board of Directors (13 Zoom Participants)

ETGSA Well Mitigation Program: 

• Claims Received: 0
o Wells Mitigation: 0

• Pilot Mitigation Program with SHE: 1

Background: 

SGMA requires that, “The groundwater sustainability agency shall consider the interests of all 
beneficial uses and users of groundwater, as well as those responsible for implementing 
groundwater sustainability plans…” (WAT § 10723.2). ETGSA undertakes outreach efforts, both 
individually and in collaboration with regional partners, to ensure that these interests are 
considered and provided with information pertinent and relevant to SGMA and the 
development of ETGSA’s GSP. The ETGSA Board of Directors adopted a Communication and 
Engagement Plan on October 5, 2018 that serves as a living guide to ETGSA’s outreach efforts. 
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February 5, 2026 

ETGSA’s Board and Committee meetings occur on a regular basis and, save for closed session as 
permitted pursuant to the Brown Act, are open to the public. 

ETGSA continues to encourage its stakeholders to engage the Agency with other opportunities 
for outreach. 

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a
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Agenda Item 7.a 

Receive ETGSA Committees Reports 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of ETGSA Committees 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

Finance Committee: 

• February 5, 2025: Finance Committee will meet before Board Meeting.  Update will be
given verbally.

Stakeholder & Executive Committee: 

• The Stakeholder & Executive Committees did not meet in the month of January.

Land Subsidence Monitoring and Management Committee: 

• The Land Subsidence Monitoring and Management Committee did not meet in the
month of January.

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a
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Agenda Item 8.a 

Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task 
Items 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Updates Regarding Tule Subbasin Coordination and Task Items 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

The Tule Subbasin Managers met on January 6 & 21, 2026.  Individual GSAs have also been 
coordinating individual meetings.    Below is a summary of the updates, anticipated 
deliverables, and associated Exhibits: 

• Tule Subbasin Annual Report – GSA managers and technical team have been working
on the Annual Report for submission in April.

• SGMA Implementation – Updates on the ongoing work related to Subbasin
Coordination and addressing remaining deficiencies. Subbasin managers are working in
subgroups with the facilitator to address deficiencies.  Individual GSAs have also been
scheduling meetings with SWRCB staff.

• Groundwater Quality (GWQ) – A technical working group has been meeting to discuss
GWC topics.

• Subsidence - Discussion have begun on subbasin approach to subsidence.  Porterville ID
GSA, Saucelito ID GSA, & Terra Bella ID GSA submitted a joint letter recommending
whole Subbasin Coordination for the protection of the Friant Kern Canal.

• Tule Subbasin Organization – Porterville ID GSA, Saucelito ID GSA, Terra Bella ID GSA,
City of Porterville, and Tule East GSA are now actively participating in Subbasin meetings
and activities.

• Tule Subbasin Stakeholder Committee (TSS) – Formerly the Tule Subbasin TAC, the next
regular TSS meeting is scheduled for April 15, 2026 at 2pm. Notices and agendas for
future meetings including call-in information for the TSS meetings will be posted on the
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Tule Subbasin website www.tulesgma.com. Notice and Agendas will also be provided by 
ETGSA. 

Background: 

ETGSA is a member of the Tule Subbasin MOU Group. This group consists of the various GSAs 
overlying the Tule Subbasin. More information can be found at: www.tulesgma.com 

The Tule Subbasin GSAs have collectively engaged and contracted TH&Co to undertake various 
scopes of work to assist them in the completion of their GSPs, Coordination Agreement, and 
various technical matters that must be addressed in a coordinated Subbasin manner. 
Additionally, David De Groot/4Creeks serves as the Tule Subbasin Coordinator. Lower Tule River 
Irrigation District serves as Fiscal Agent to the Tule Subbasin MOU Group. 

Fiscal Impact: 

• N/A

Attachments: 

• Exhibit A: Letter to Subbasin

http://www.tulesgma.com/
http://www.tulesgma.com/


Law Office of Peter Kiel PC
11 Western Avenue, Petaluma, CA 94952 

Peter J. Kiel 
pkiel@cawaterlaw.com 

(707) 387-0060

Vincent O. Goble 
vgoble@cawaterlaw.com 

(707) 823-1924

January 30, 2026 

Via Email to: 

Tule Subbasin GSA Managers and Consultants 

Re: Tule Subbasin Land Subsidence Coordination to Protect Friant-Kern Canal 

Dear Tule Subbasin: 

This letter is submitted on behalf of Saucelito Irrigation District (SID), Porterville Irrigation District 
(PID), and Terra Bella Irrigation District (TBID), collectively, the “Districts.”  The purpose of this 
letter is to set forth the Districts’ position that the Tule Subbasin (Subbasin) as a whole is 
responsible for protecting the Friant-Kern Canal (FKC) from undesirable impacts of land 
subsidence and that, accordingly, all Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs) in the Subbasin 
must subscribe to a coordinated management plan to achieve that end.1 

The Districts are concerned that two major disconnects are plaguing the Subbasin’s ability to 
coordinate on the issue of FKC land subsidence impacts.  First, the Department of Water 
Resources has released a final version of its Best Management Practices for Land Subsidence 
(BMPs) that embraces INTERA’s land subsidence and critical head modelling simulations, which 
suggest arresting land subsidence by raising groundwater to levels that are disconnected from 
the amount of water actually available to raise groundwater levels.  Second, land in the Tule 
Subbasin that is outside the FKC Land Subsidence Management Zone is not being managed in 
a manner to either stabilize or increase groundwater levels beneath the FKC, which means that 
the Subbasin’s management of groundwater levels is disconnected from managing land 
subsidence impacts to the FKC.  These two disconnects are standing in the way of the Subbasin 
adequately addressing the State Water Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) finding of deficiency 
concerning the Subbasin’s plan to avoid serious impacts to the FKC.2 

This letter briefly summarizes (1) the correlation between the Districts’ management actions, the 
BMPs, and the stabilization and raising of groundwater levels; (2) why INTERA’s critical head and 
land subsidence simulations for site “PORT” is not the best available science; (3) the water 

1 Section 7.2 of the Department of Water Resources’ Best Management Practices for Land Subsidence 
January 2026) describes coordinated regional land subsidence management as necessary due to the 
lateral movement of groundwater across Groundwater Sustainability Agency boundaries, 
https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-
Management/Sustainable-Groundwater-Management/Best-Management-Practices-and-Guidance-
Documents/Files/Land_Subsidence_BMP.pdf. 
2 State Water Resources Control Board Resolution No. 2024-0030 at p. 7, 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/sgma/docs/tule/202409-tule-pbh-final-staff-
report.pdf.  A summary of the deficiency relating to FKC land subsidence can be found at page A-9 of 
Appendix A to the August 2024 Final Staff Report for the Tule Subbasin Probationary Hearing, 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/sgma/docs/tule/202409-tule-pbh-final-staff-
report.pdf.  

Agenda Item 8.a
Exhibit A

mailto:pkiel@cawaterlaw.com
mailto:vgoble@cawaterlaw.com
https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Sustainable-Groundwater-Management/Best-Management-Practices-and-Guidance-Documents/Files/Land_Subsidence_BMP.pdf
https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Sustainable-Groundwater-Management/Best-Management-Practices-and-Guidance-Documents/Files/Land_Subsidence_BMP.pdf
https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Sustainable-Groundwater-Management/Best-Management-Practices-and-Guidance-Documents/Files/Land_Subsidence_BMP.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/sgma/docs/tule/202409-tule-pbh-final-staff-report.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/sgma/docs/tule/202409-tule-pbh-final-staff-report.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/sgma/docs/tule/202409-tule-pbh-final-staff-report.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/sgma/docs/tule/202409-tule-pbh-final-staff-report.pdf
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availability constraint on raising groundwater levels to the critical head or higher; (4) the 
contribution of the cones of depression in the western portion of the Subbasin to falling 
groundwater levels beneath the FKC making Subbasin-wide coordination necessary to address 
protection of the FKC; (5) the BMPs’ inter-GSA coordination prescription for combatting the lateral 
movement of groundwater within a Subbasin; and (6) the Districts’ request for contributions from 
all GSAs in the Tule Subbasin to maintain or raise groundwater levels beneath the FKC to the 
levels necessary to avoid undesirable results to the FKC caused by land subsidence resulting 
from post-2015 pumping. 

1. Districts’ management actions are the most feasible Best Management Practices. 

In Fall 2024 immediately following State Water Resources Control Board Resolution No. 2024-
0030, the Districts began to develop and subsequently adopted groundwater pumping rules that 
completely eliminated overdraft pumping within their jurisdictional boundaries and limited 
pumping to the Sustainable Yield (0.99 acre-feet per acre per year).3  Based on groundwater 
pumping and land subsidence data collected from 2020 through 2025, the Districts anticipate that 
this management action will be key to arresting land subsidence beneath the Friant-Kern Canal 
resulting from the District’s groundwater management activities.  A trend-based analysis4 of SID’s 
groundwater level and land subsidence data from those years—which will be available when the 
Districts’ draft GSPs are released—show a correlation between one acre-foot per acre per year 
of extraction and the cessation of new subsidence with very low levels of residual land 
subsidence.  The data also show that groundwater levels in the lower aquifer within SID have 
been very stable from 2020 to present (inclusive), a period that includes both very dry and very 
wet conditions, with a period of increasing groundwater levels since the end of 2022. 

The data discussed above align with guidance in section 7.4.3 of DWR’s Land Subsidence BMP 
for areas with historical or ongoing subsidence, the BMP suggests “stabiliz[ing] and . . . raising 
groundwater levels as soon as possible so the groundwater manager is only managing residual 
subsidence.”5  Groundwater levels within the Districts are stabilizing due to the Districts’ 
management actions and recent hydrological conditions. 

SID’s historical groundwater budget for the years 1986 through 2024 (Attachment 1 to this letter) 
shows an average total change in storage of -10,600 acre-feet and average total annual 
groundwater pumping of 30,700 acre-feet.  Years with greater negative total changes in storage 
typically correspond to dry years and years with greater positive total changes in storage typically 
correspond to wet years.  Under SID’s current Sustainable Yield pumping limit, the maximum 
amount of groundwater that can be pumped within SID’s jurisdictional boundaries per year is 
approximately 19,387 acre-feet because SID has 19,387 acres within its jurisdictional boundaries.  
Accordingly, the difference between average historical groundwater pumping and the maximum 
permissible under SID’s Sustainable Yield pumping limit is 11,313 acre-feet per year, which is 
greater than the average annual storage loss of 10,600 acre-feet by 712 acre-feet. 

 
3 Sustainable Yield is defined in Tom Harder & Co.’s groundwater flow model for the Tule Subbasin, 
which is coordinated across all Subbasin GSAs. 
4 Land Subsidence Best Management Practices, Department of Water Resources, at p. 5-14 (January 
2026). 
5 Id., at p. 7-9. 
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This recovery of groundwater storage, and, correspondingly, groundwater levels, should reduce 
rates of residual subsidence in SID.  This result aligns with section 7.4.3 of the BMPs, which 
states that “the total amount [of residual subsidence] can be managed based on how high and 
how quickly groundwater levels are raised above the critical head by the groundwater manager.”6  
However, due to the east to west gradient of the Subbasin and the cones of depression in the 
western portion of the Subbasin, groundwater pumping in the western portion of the Subbasin will 
negate the groundwater level gains that the Districts’ groundwater management actions are 
designed to achieve. 

2. INTERA’s critical head and subsidence simulations for locations within the 
Districts’ jurisdictional boundaries is not best science. 

The BMPs describe three approaches to estimating critical head: (1) trend-based, (2) empirical, 
and (3) modeling analyses.  A modeling analysis requires “more data . . . than trend-based and 
empirical analyses.”7  Modeling analyses “make use of reasonably long time series of 
groundwater levels in applicable aquifer units, subsidence information from historical and 
contemporary sources, and lithology records to capture the aquifer response to aquifer system 
stresses.”8  By its own admission during its Fall 2025 presentation of its Tule Subbasin 
Subsidence Simulations at the Tule Subbasin Managers Meeting (Presentation),9 INTERA 
acknowledged that its simulations for the site “PORT”—located within the boundary of SID and 
adjacent to the FKC—are based on historical subsidence data that is “deficient.”  INTERA 
reported using topographical maps to determine historical subsidence at the site.  Accordingly, 
the Districts do not find INTERA’s modeling analysis of critical head and land subsidence at site 
“PORT” compelling and will continue to develop trend-based and empirical analyses to monitor 
and manage land subsidence along the FKC. 

3. Available water is insufficient for raising groundwater levels to the critical head or 
above. 

Setting aside the data deficiency referenced in section 2 above for the sake of discussion, 
INTERA’s critical head model suggests that 2024 groundwater levels at site “PORT” are 80 feet 
below the critical head for the Pliocene.  INTERA’s model projects that, even if groundwater levels 
are raised 50 feet above the critical head (for a total of 130 feet above 2024 groundwater levels), 
residual subsidence will still occur.  Even if this projection is accurate, the questions INTERA left 
open ended include: How much water is required to raise groundwater levels 150 feet or more? 

According to INTERA’s simulated groundwater levels for the Pliocene at site “PORT,” raising 
groundwater levels by 150 feet would restore 1990 groundwater levels (the last time groundwater 
levels were 150 feet above 2024 levels).  To determine the amount of water required to restore 
1990 groundwater levels at site “PORT,” SID’s Historical Groundwater Budget (GW Budget) is 
informative. The GW Budget indicates an average annual total loss in storage of approximately 
10,600 acre-feet since 1990.  Using groundwater storage levels as a proxy for groundwater levels, 
returning to 1990 groundwater levels would require a storage increase of 371,000 acre-feet of 

 
6 Id. 
7 Id. at p. 5-13. 
8 Id. at p. 5-16. 
9 INTERA representatives presented the Tule Subbasin Subsidence Simulations to Tule Subbasin 
Groundwater Sustainability Managers at their meeting dated, October 7, 2025. 



January 30, 2026 

Page 4 

groundwater (35 years multiplied by 10,600 acre-feet per year). Given that SID’s current rules 
limit pumping within SID to approximately 20,000 acre-feet per year (Sustainable Yield multiplied 
by its 19,387 acres under production), restoring 1990 groundwater levels would require more than 
18 years if SID ceased all pumping (371,000 acre-feet divided by 20,000 acre-feet per year). 

It is important to acknowledge that the above analysis is oversimplified.  Available data is currently 
insufficient for determining how much of the historical storage losses are due to extractions from 
the Pliocene versus other aquifers.  The data is also insufficient for determining which portions of 
historical land subsidence occurred in the various lithographic units beneath SID.  However, the 
above analysis is a blunt method of concluding that there is insufficient water available in SID to 
restore groundwater levels to levels that INTERA suggests are necessary to prevent future 
subsidence, let alone arrest residual subsidence (even if groundwater levels beneath the FKC in 
SID are restored to 1990 levels, INTERA’s simulations still project the occurrence of residual 
subsidence). 

A similar analysis is likely applicable within Delano-Earlimart Irrigation District Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency’s (DEID) jurisdictional boundary as well where INTERA’s modeling shows 
groundwater levels in the Pliocene below the critical head at site “D-454.”  DEID has not released 
detailed well registration data or monitoring data showing how many wells are pumping in the 
Pliocene near site “D-454” or what quantity of groundwater such wells are pumping. 

4. Protection of the FKC requires inter-GSA coordination due to the east to west 
gradient in the Subbasin and cones of depression in the western portion of the 
Subbasin. 

Even if enough water was available to restore groundwater levels to 1990 levels, the responsibility 
of doing so must be shared by the entire Subbasin.  The Districts’ respective hydrological 
conceptual models (HCMs)—available upon the release of the Districts’ forthcoming draft GSPs—
indicate that the groundwater flow direction and gradient is east to west.  Accordingly, attempts 
at significantly increasing groundwater elevations near the FKC will be unsuccessful unless 
corresponding increases in groundwater levels also occur west of SID.   

The historical and current groundwater gradients and flow directions play a major role in 
determining the subsurface inflows and outflows of the respective Subbasin GSAs.  For example, 
SID, which is located in the eastern portion of the Subbasin, has an average annual subsurface 
outflow of 38,500 acre-feet to other GSAs to the west in the Subbasin, while only having an 
average annual subsurface inflow of 33,400 from other GSAs to the east.10  This subsurface inflow 
and outflow results in an average annual net loss of 5,100 acre-feet, which is nearly half of SID’s 
average annual groundwater storage losses. 

The Districts are concerned that, even if they undertook management actions to aggressively 
raise groundwater levels at rates above the current positive trend, they would be swimming 
upstream as a portion of their recharge or forbearance efforts would be lost due to the above 
referenced flows, gradients and cones of depression.  In effect, the Districts would be subsidizing 
other “downstream” GSAs’ continued overdraft, i.e., “transitional pumping.”  In sum, if recharge 
on a large scale within the Districts will likely increase the existing net subsurface outflow to areas 

 
10 SID Historical Groundwater Budget 1986/87 to 2023/24. 
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west of the Districts, then such recharge actions are unlikely to effect the arrest of land subsidence 
beneath the FKC. 

5. The BMPs prescribe inter-GSA coordination for managing land subsidence when 
groundwater management in one GSA affects the ability of another GSA to prevent 
undesirable results from land subsidence. 

Due to the above hydrological characteristics of the Subbasin, the Districts urge the Subbasin to 
pursue coordinated management actions to protect the FKC from undesirable results.  The BMPs 
provide:11 

While SGMA and the GSP Regulations generally focus on local groundwater management 
and the avoidance of adverse conditions that may occur within a GSA’s respective 
subbasin, it is important to consider that not all pumping-related depletions will necessarily 
occur within a given basin’s boundaries. Groundwater level declines and subsidence can 
result from local pumping or groundwater level declines in nearby or adjacent management 
areas, GSAs, or subbasins. 

GSAs should seek regional coordination beyond individual groundwater subbasins to 
establish sustainable management criteria and implement management actions to halt the 
decline of groundwater levels, or—where needed—raise groundwater levels to avoid or 
minimize subsidence. GSAs should compare and coordinate sustainable management 
criteria for groundwater levels and land subsidence across jurisdictional boundaries within 
and across subbasins to ensure regional and local groundwater trends are not adversely 
impacting subsidence in management areas, GSAs, or subbasins. 

As referenced in previous correspondence with the Subbasin, the Districts support the 
development of a monitoring network of nested wells along the Friant-Kern Canal and in other 
areas of the Subbasin where subsidence is most prevalent.  These nested monitoring wells should 
be equipped with pressure transducers.  The network would monitor groundwater levels in each 
primary aquifer zone beneath the Friant-Kern Canal.  In parallel with this network would be a 
network of injection wells that would recharge water into the layers beneath the FKC that the 
monitoring network indicates are at risk of depressurizing.  This focused approach in conducting 
recharge along vulnerable stretches of the FKC would potentially reduce the likelihood of other 
macro-scale recharge projects from simply increasing subsurface outflow to areas west of PID 
and SID. Although this project and management action would come at a large capital cost, it would 
provide for (i) a targeted approach to a problem caused by over-pumping both locally and 
regionally, (ii) an efficient use of water for the Subbasin as a whole, and (iii) monitoring of the 
effectiveness of this project both locally and regionally within the Subbasin. 

6. Conclusion: The Districts request contributions from all GSAs in the Subbasin to 
help protect the FKC from undesirable results. 

The Districts request contributions from all GSAs in the Subbasin to protect the FKC from land 
subsidence undesirable results.  As a starting place, the Districts suggest that the Subbasin 
pursue a joint analysis of the water that could be available for increasing groundwater levels 
beneath the Friant-Kern Canal.  The discussion would involve an analysis of a projection of 

 
11 Land Subsidence BMPs, at p. 7-4. 
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average historical recharge from precipitation and average available surface supplies.  What 
amount of water represents an equitable contribution for each GSA/stakeholder? 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
LAW OFFICE OF PETER KIEL PC 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Vincent Goble, Esq. 
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Saucelito Irrigation District Historical Groundwater Budget 1986/87 to 2023/24 
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Water)
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Return Flow

Artificial 
Recharge
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Outside 

Subbasin

From Other 
GSAs

1987 300 NA NA NA NA 2,000 0 0 0 NA 0 700 10,800 8,100 0 0 0 0 44,400 0 66,300
1988 100 NA NA NA NA 1,400 0 0 0 NA 0 400 9,500 9,400 0 0 0 0 41,200 0 62,000
1989 0 NA NA NA NA 2,000 0 0 0 NA 0 300 7,900 8,700 0 0 0 0 39,600 0 58,500
1990 200 NA NA NA NA 1,200 0 0 0 NA 0 100 6,800 9,800 0 0 0 0 39,100 0 57,200
1991 1,600 NA NA NA NA 1,900 0 0 0 NA 0 300 6,900 6,600 0 0 0 0 38,300 0 55,600
1992 0 NA NA NA NA 700 0 0 0 NA 0 200 6,500 9,700 0 0 0 0 37,100 0 54,200
1993 3,300 NA NA NA NA 3,400 0 0 0 NA 0 1,900 18,700 5,200 0 0 0 0 35,100 0 67,600
1994 0 NA NA NA NA 1,100 0 0 0 NA 0 500 6,700 8,900 0 0 0 0 34,200 0 51,400
1995 7,400 NA NA NA NA 5,100 0 0 0 NA 0 1,600 15,600 4,500 0 0 0 0 34,500 0 68,700
1996 0 NA NA NA NA 3,300 0 0 0 NA 0 1,100 19,700 5,200 0 0 0 0 33,100 0 62,400
1997 2,600 NA NA NA NA 12,000 0 0 0 NA 0 1,100 17,100 4,200 0 0 0 0 32,200 0 69,200
1998 11,500 NA NA NA NA 4,300 0 0 0 NA 0 1,800 9,100 2,800 0 0 0 0 32,100 0 61,600
1999 0 NA NA NA NA 2,600 0 0 0 NA 0 700 13,600 4,800 0 0 0 0 32,400 0 54,100
2000 0 NA NA NA NA 2,700 0 0 0 NA 0 700 18,300 5,600 0 0 0 0 32,500 0 59,800
2001 0 NA NA NA NA 1,400 0 0 0 NA 0 300 8,700 6,800 0 0 0 0 31,700 0 48,900
2002 0 NA NA NA NA 2,100 0 0 0 NA 0 300 9,300 8,600 0 0 0 0 33,000 0 53,300
2003 0 NA NA NA NA 3,500 0 0 0 NA 0 700 11,500 4,700 0 0 0 0 31,300 0 51,700
2004 0 NA NA NA NA 1,400 0 0 0 NA 0 300 8,600 7,600 0 0 0 0 31,500 0 49,400
2005 4,800 NA NA NA NA 3,900 0 0 0 NA 0 1,100 18,500 2,100 0 0 0 0 28,700 0 59,100
2006 3,800 NA NA NA NA 3,800 0 0 0 NA 0 1,100 22,300 1,200 0 0 0 0 26,300 0 58,500
2007 0 NA NA NA NA 1,800 0 0 0 NA 0 200 4,600 7,600 0 0 0 0 29,800 0 44,000
2008 0 NA NA NA NA 2,100 0 0 0 NA 0 400 7,700 6,000 0 0 0 0 32,000 0 48,200
2009 0 NA NA NA NA 900 0 0 0 NA 0 500 7,000 3,900 0 0 0 0 30,500 0 42,800
2010 900 NA NA NA NA 3,600 0 0 0 NA 0 1,000 19,500 1,500 0 0 0 0 27,300 0 53,800
2011 6,500 NA NA NA NA 6,700 0 0 100 NA 0 1,700 26,800 1,700 0 0 0 0 26,600 0 70,100
2012 2,100 NA NA NA NA 1,800 0 0 100 NA 0 400 8,500 4,600 0 0 0 0 28,600 0 46,100
2013 0 NA NA NA NA 900 0 0 100 NA 0 200 3,400 8,400 0 0 0 0 33,400 0 46,400
2014 0 NA NA NA NA 700 0 0 200 NA 0 0 2,500 11,000 0 0 0 0 35,300 0 49,700
2015 0 NA NA NA NA 400 0 0 200 NA 0 0 300 9,300 0 0 0 0 38,100 0 48,300
2016 300 NA NA NA NA 3,800 0 0 200 NA 0 400 7,100 5,900 0 0 0 0 36,800 0 54,500
2017 4,200 NA NA NA NA 13,900 0 0 200 NA 0 1,900 23,300 3,800 0 0 0 0 32,700 0 80,000
2018 0 NA NA NA NA 2,300 0 0 300 NA 0 700 9,400 6,100 0 0 0 0 31,000 0 49,800
2019 4,500 NA NA NA NA 7,900 0 0 300 NA 0 1,400 30,800 3,200 0 0 0 0 33,100 0 81,200
2020 0 NA NA NA NA 2,100 0 0 0 NA 600 500 4,800 7,100 0 0 0 0 33,400 0 48,500
2021 0 NA NA NA NA 700 0 0 0 NA 0 0 2,400 10,500 0 0 0 0 33,400 0 47,000
2022 0 NA NA NA NA 1,300 0 0 0 NA 4,700 300 1,700 8,800 0 0 0 0 33,400 0 50,200
2023 7,000 NA NA NA NA 7,600 0 0 0 NA 55,900 1,800 3,200 6,300 0 0 0 0 33,400 0 115,200
2024 0 NA NA NA NA 5,500 0 0 0 NA 37,200 1,000 900 9,300 0 0 0 0 33,400 0 87,300

Average 1,600 NA NA NA NA 3,300 0 0 0 NA 2,600 700 10,800 6,300 0 0 0 0 33,400 0 58,800

Groundwater Inflows to be Included in the 
Native Yield Estimate 

Groundwater Inflows to be Excluded from the 
Native Yield Estimate

Surface Water or Groundwater Outflows Not Included in Native Yield 
Estimate

Note: 2019/20 to 2023/24: Aquitard change in storage from analysis of InSAR land subsidence. Sub-
surface Inflow and Outflow equal to 2015/16 to 2018/19 average

Water 
Year

Saucelito Irrigation District
Historical Groundwater Budget 1986/87 to 2023/24

Municipal Pumping Subsurface
Inflow

Total In
Return Flow 
of Applied 
Irrigation 

Water

Recycled WaterAreal 
Recharge 

from 
Precipitation

Tule River
Deer
Creek

Imported Water
Deliveries

Groundwater Inflows (acre-ft)

Agricultural
Pumping 

(Groundwater)

White
River

Mountain- 
Block 

Recharge

Table 2-7



Municipal Agriculture
To Outside 
Subbasin

To Other 
GSAs

0 -34,000 0 -44,900 -78,900 -8,800 -3,600 -12,500
0 -39,500 0 -40,400 -79,800 -9,800 -8,100 -17,900
0 -36,600 0 -39,600 -76,200 -9,000 -8,800 -17,800
0 -41,100 0 -37,100 -78,200 -12,200 -8,800 -20,900
0 -27,900 0 -36,300 -64,200 -5,400 -3,300 -8,700
0 -40,600 0 -39,200 -79,800 -16,000 -9,800 -25,800
0 -22,200 0 -37,300 -59,500 -3,700 11,800 8,100
0 -37,800 0 -39,600 -77,300 -11,700 -14,300 -25,900
0 -19,300 0 -38,400 -57,700 -1,600 12,600 10,900
0 -22,300 0 -42,000 -64,300 -1,900 0 -1,900
0 -18,000 0 -43,100 -61,100 -100 8,300 8,200
0 -12,000 0 -36,200 -48,200 1,200 12,100 13,300
0 -20,600 0 -40,800 -61,500 -1,000 -6,300 -7,300
0 -23,700 0 -39,600 -63,300 -700 -3,000 -3,600
0 -28,800 0 -39,100 -67,900 -5,300 -13,700 -19,100
0 -36,600 0 -41,300 -77,900 -11,800 -12,800 -24,500
0 -24,700 0 -39,400 -64,100 -6,500 -5,900 -12,400
0 -41,200 0 -41,900 -83,100 -19,400 -14,500 -33,900
0 -11,700 0 -37,700 -49,300 -1,300 11,000 9,700
0 -6,400 0 -37,800 -44,200 1,400 12,900 14,300
0 -41,300 0 -41,800 -83,100 -10,100 -28,900 -39,000
0 -32,500 0 -42,100 -74,600 -11,800 -14,700 -26,500
0 -21,300 0 -41,400 -62,700 -8,000 -12,000 -20,000
0 -8,400 0 -38,600 -46,900 -2,000 9,000 7,000
0 -9,000 0 -35,400 -44,400 1,100 24,400 25,500
0 -24,800 0 -36,300 -61,100 -2,300 -12,800 -15,100
0 -45,300 0 -40,400 -85,700 -10,200 -29,300 -39,600
0 -59,100 0 -39,300 -98,300 -21,500 -27,300 -48,800
0 -50,000 0 -35,600 -85,600 -16,000 -21,500 -37,500
0 -31,900 0 -33,200 -65,100 -6,600 -4,300 -10,900
0 -20,200 0 -34,200 -54,400 -2,500 27,900 25,300
0 -32,700 0 -40,200 -72,800 -2,500 -20,900 -23,400
0 -16,900 0 -35,200 -52,100 -500 29,100 28,600
0 -38,700 0 -35,700 -74,400 -6,800 -19,100 -25,900
0 -56,800 0 -35,700 -92,500 -8,300 -37,200 -45,500
0 -47,900 0 -35,700 -83,600 -8,600 -24,800 -33,400
0 -34,400 0 -35,700 -70,100 -1,300 46,400 45,100
0 -50,800 0 -35,700 -86,500 -3,100 3,900 800

0 -30,700 0 -38,500 -69,200 -6,400 -4,100 -10,600

Surface Water or Groundwater Outflows Not 
Included in Native Yield Estimate

Groundwater Inflows to be Included in the Native 
Yield Estimate 

Total Out

Saucelito Irrigation District
Historical Groundwater Budget 1986/87 to 2023/24

Groundwater
Pumping

Sub-surface
Outflow

Aquitard 
Change in 

Storage

Aquifer 
Change in 

Storage

Total Change 
in Storage

Groundwater Outflows (acre-ft) Change in Storage (acre-ft)
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