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Eric Borba 
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Meeting of the Authority 
Board of Directors 

Thursday, October 2, 2025 
Convenes at 2:00 p.m. 

 

info@easterntulegsa.com 
www.easterntulegsa.com 

 
Geoffrey C. Galloway 

Terra Bella Irrigation District 

John Corkins 
White Area 

 

Aubrey Mauritson 
Legal Counsel 

 

Rogelio Caudillo 
General Manager 

 

Meeting Location: 
City of Porterville 

City Council Chambers 
291N. Main Street 

Porterville, CA 93257

 

Web Meeting Attendance Available for 
Interested Parties: 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89207851200 

Meeting ID: 892 0785 1200  
• +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 

 

AGENDA 
Action items are listed in bold. 

All items on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed for action, may be deliberated upon and may be subject to action by the 
Board of Directors. The Board of Directors may consider agenda items in any order. Materials related to an item on this agenda 
submitted to the Board of Directors after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection at the ETGSA Office, 
881 W. Morton Avenue, Suite D, Porterville, California, during normal business hours. 

1. PUBLIC COMMENT 
At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda.  Under state law, matters presented 
under this item cannot be discussed or acted upon by the Board at this time.  For items appearing on the agenda, the public is 
invited to make comments at the time the item comes up for Board consideration.  Any person addressing the Board will be 
limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes or the Chairman’s discretion.  At all times, please use the microphone and state your 
name for the record. 
 
2. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
3. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

a. Staff Report on Groundwater Extraction Fee and Water Rate Study 
b. Public Hearing on Groundwater Extraction Fee. Written protests by individuals will 

be accepted up until the end of the Hearing. Protests submitted after the Hearing 
has concluded will not be considered.  

c. Close Public Hearing, report on Status of Written Protest. 
d. ACTION – Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-02, setting Groundwater Extraction 

Fee. 
 
4. CONSENT CALANDER 

mailto:info@easterntulegsa.com
http://www.easterntulegsa.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89207851200
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a. Approval of September 4, 2025, Special Meeting of the Board Minutes.
b. Approval of ratification of bills paid and approval of bills to be paid. (Materials to be

distributed on the day of the Board Meeting.)

5. ADMINISTRATION

a. WY 2026 Sustainable Yield and Tier 1 Penalty Allocations (staff will present the 
WY2026 allocations).

b. ACTION – Consider approval of extending pre-purchase Tier 1 Penalty allocations 
deadline.

c. ACTION – Consider for approval of Engagement Agreement for services from 
damages experts Round Table Group.

d. Report from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing.
e. Report on LSMA Landowner Outreach.

6. GOVERNMENTAL AND LEGISLATIVE MATTERS

a. Report on State Advocacy efforts.

7. STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

a. Report on ongoing ETGSA outreach efforts.

8. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

a. Receive report from Finance Committee.
b. Receive report from Stakeholder Committee.
c. Receive report from Executive Committee.
d. Receive report from Land Subsidence Monitoring Committee.

9. TULE SUBBASIN AND REGIONAL REPORTS AND ITEMS

a. Report on Tule Subbasin Probation Hearing.
b. Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task Items.

10. CLOSED SESSION:

a. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION:
[Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2)] 
Number of Potential Cases: Four 

b. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION
(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9) 
Setton Pistachio of Terra Bella, Inc. v. Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency 
Tulare County Superior Court Case No. VCU320350 

c. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION
(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9) 
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Friant Water Authority v. Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Tulare County Superior Court Case No. VCU306343 
 

11. CLOSED SESSION ITEMS: 
 

a. Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1 
 
 
12. NEXT MEETING DATE 
 

a. Next Regular Meeting – Thursday, November 6, 2025, at 2 p.m.  
 

13. ADJOURNMENT 
 

A person with a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 may request the ETGSA to provide a 
disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in any public meeting. Such assistance includes 
appropriate alternative formats for the agendas and agenda packets used for any public meetings of the GSA. Requests for 
such assistance and for agendas and agenda packets shall be made in person, by telephone, facsimile, or written 
correspondence to the General Manager of the ETGSA at (559) 781-7660, at least 48 hours before a public meeting. 



 

 ETGSA Board Meeting & Public Hearing 
 October 2, 2025 

 
 

Agenda Item 3.a 

Staff Report on Groundwater Extraction Fee and Water 
Rate Study 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject:   Groundwater Extraction Fee 

Submitted By:   General Manager 

Recommended Action:  n/a (presentation is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary:  

Report will be given by staff. 

Background:  

• During the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency (ETGSA) Board of Directors 
meeting on August 7, 2025, the Board approved sending the annual water rate study for 
public review and set a public hearing for October 2, 2025 at 2:00pm. The annual water 
study identifies the fee to be paid by property owners within the Greater Tule 
Management Area, now primarily the unincorporated “White Area,” of the ETGSA to 
fund a portion of the Adopted 2025-26 Fiscal Year Budget to implement the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). 

Attachments:  

• Exhibit A: Notice of Groundwater Extraction Fee 

 

 

 

 

 



         $  957,572 

2025-2026 Proposed Budget
(ETGSA White Area portion only)

Subbasin
Coordination 

ETGSA SGMA
Implementation 

ETGSA Operation
& Administration

$650,000 $2,229,072 

Total Water Rate ($/ac‐ft)
ETGSA SGMA
Implementation

ETGSA Operation
& Administration

$26.60 $11.43 $7.76 $7.42

Breakdown of  Budget

Breakdown of  Water Rate Per Acre Foot

The water rate will be applied to the parcels owned within the Greater Tule Management Area of the ETGSA 
that are greater than 2 acres, based on the County Assessor Records.  A copy of the study and map is 
available on the ETGSA’s website or may be obtained by contac�ng the ETGSA office.

A Public Hearing on the proposed Groundwater Extrac�on Fee will be held  in person and via video 
conference on October 2, 2025 at 2:00 pm for the ETGSA.

The Water Rate is calculated using the total amount of the Sustainable Yield water available for 2026, 
which includes the long-term average total precipita�on and the calculated na�ve sustainable yield, which 
sums to .98 acre-feet per acre.  Applied to the total 85,500 gross acres of the ETGSA, the volume of water 
equates to 83,790 acre-feet.  Applying the adopted budget to this volume of water, the annual water rate is 
proposed at $26.60  per acre foot.

NOTICE OF GROUNDWATER EXTRACTION FEE
During the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency (ETGSA) Board of Directors mee�ng on August 
07, 2025, the Board approved sending the annual water rate study for public review and set a public hearing 
for October 2, 2025 at 2:00 pm. The annual water study iden�fies the fee to be paid by property owners 
within the Greater Tule Management Area of the ETGSA to fund a por�on of the Adopted 2025-26 Fiscal Year 
Budget to implement the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA).  Below is a summary of the 
Water Rate Study:

2025-2026 WATER RATE STUDY

Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89207851200

 1 669 900 9128
Meeting ID: 892 0785 1200

In Person Location:
City of Porterville City Council Chambers

291 N. Main Street
Porterville, CA 93257

__
__

__
__

__
__

_

$621,500

Subbasin
Coordination



RESOLUTION 2025-02 
of the 

EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 
JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY 

IMPOSITION OF GROUNDWATER EXTRACTION FEE 

WHEREAS, the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint Powers Authority 
(“ETGSA”) has adopted and submitted to the Department of Water Resources a Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan (“GSP”) pursuant to the Sustainable Groundwater Manage Act of 2014 
(“SGMA”) which outlines various plans and management actions to reach sustainability by 2040; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to SGMA, a GSA which has adopted a GSP may impose 
groundwater extraction fees to fund the costs of any activity necessary or convenient to implement 
the GSP, including, without limitation, administration, operation, and maintenance; 

WHEREAS, on August 21th, 2025, the ETGSA provided written notice of a proposed 
groundwater extraction fee and public hearing thereon to all affected landowners, in conformity 
with the requirements of SGMA and Government Code §53750, et seq.; 

WHEREAS, the ETGSA provided written notice of a proposed groundwater extraction 
fee and public hearing thereon to the interested party list as well as publishing notice on its website; 

WHEREAS, on October 2, 2025, the ETGSA held a public hearing on the proposed 
groundwater extraction fee, at which time the ETGSA’s Board of Directors considered all protests 
against the proposed fee; 

WHEREAS, there are 85,500 acres within the boundaries of the current Greater Tule 
Management Area which includes irrigated acres within the Community Management Areas as 
identified on the attached map; 

WHEREAS, ____ acres presented written protests with respect to the proposed fee; 

WHEREAS, the proposed groundwater extraction fee shall not be levied upon parcels 
two-acres or less.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, the ETGSA, by and through its 
Board of Directors, hereby imposes upon all landowners within the boundaries of the Greater Tule 
Management Area and identified irrigated acres within the Community Management Areas, a 
groundwater extraction fee in the amount of $26.60 per acre-foot of groundwater consumed by 
each landowner during the period beginning October 1, 2025, and ending September 30, 2026. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the groundwater extraction fee imposed by this 
resolution shall only be applied to the Sustainable Yield Allocation, as described in the ETGSA’s 
Rules and Regulations, of groundwater consumed upon each acre of land owned by the landowner.  
Groundwater consumed in excess of this amount shall be subject to penalties in accordance with 
the provisions of ETGSA’s Rules and Regulations.  

Agenda Item #3.d
Exhibit A



THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION was passed and adopted by the ETGSA Board of 
Directors on this 2nd day of October 2025, by the following vote:  

AYES:  Directors 

NOES:  Directors 

ABSTAIN:  

ABSENT:  

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 
       Rogelio Caudillo, Secretary 



Certificate of Secretary 

I do hereby certify that I am the Secretary of the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Joint Powers Authority, a groundwater sustainability agency organized and existing under the laws 
of the State of California, and that the foregoing Resolution was duly adopted by the Board of 
Directors of said Agency at a meeting thereof duly and regularly held in the City of Porterville, 
California on the 2nd day of October 2025, at which meeting a quorum of the said Board of 
Directors was at all times present and acting, and that said Resolution has not been rescinded or 
amended in whole or any part thereof, and remains in force and effect. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have signed this Certificate on this 2nd day of October 2025, at the 
Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint Powers Authority Office, 881 W. Olive 
Avenue, Porterville, California. 

________________________ 
Rogelio Caudillo, Secretary 
Eastern Tule GSA 



ETGSA Board Meeting & Public Hearing 
October 2, 2025 

Agenda Item 3.b 

Public Hearing on Groundwater Extraction Fee 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Groundwater Extraction Fee 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (presentation is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

Public testimony, written Comments and/or written Protests may be submitted till the end of 
the public hearing. 

Background: 

• During the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency (ETGSA) Board of Directors
meeting on August 7, 2025, the Board approved sending the annual water rate study for
public review and set a public hearing for October 2, 2025 at 2:00pm. The annual water
study identifies the fee to be paid by property owners within the Greater Tule
Management Area, now primarily the unincorporated “White Area,” of the ETGSA to
fund a portion of the Adopted 2025-26 Fiscal Year Budget to implement the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA).

Attachments: 

• n/a



ETGSA Board Meeting & Public Hearing 
October 2, 2025 

Agenda Item 4.a 

Consent Calendar 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Consent Calendar 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: Move to approve items under the Consent Calendar, approval of 
items may be made in one motion. 

Executive Summary: 

a) Approval of September 4, 2025, Meeting of the Board Minutes.
b) Approval of Ratification of bills paid and approval of bills to be paid.

Attachments: 

• Exhibit A: September 4, 2025, Special Meeting of the Board Minutes.
• Exhibit B: ETGSA Financial Statements (Unaudited).
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MINUTES OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 4, 2025 

At approximately 2:00 p.m. on September 4, 2025, at the City of Porterville, Council Chambers, 
Chairman Dennis Townsend called to order the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Eastern 
Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint Powers Authority (“ETGSA”).  The meeting was 
also conducted remotely for members of the public.  

Members Present:  Eric Borba John Corkins  
Steve Kisling Dennis Townsend 
Stan Green Geoff Galloway 

Members Absent:  None 

Others Present: Aubrey Mauritson Rogelio Caudillo 
Sean Geivet  Andrew Hart 
Michael Knight Don Tucker  
Bill Bennett  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Chairman Townsend opened the public comment period.  Public comment was given by landowner 
“Lupe.”  Public comment was given by Nick Reed-Krase.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

General Manager Caudillo announced a reminder of the Public Hearing for the Groundwater 
Extraction Fee on October 2, 2025 at 2pm and a reminder for the September 30 deadline for Pre-
Purchase of Tier 1 allocations.  

CONSENT CALENDAR 

General Manager Caudillo referred the Board to Agenda Items #3a-#3b on the Consent Calendar 
portion of the agenda.  A copy of the Minutes of the August 7, 2025, Board Meeting is attached as 
Agenda Item #3a.   A copy of the financial statements is attached as Agenda Item #3b.   

TO BE APPROVED
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Director Corkins moved to approve Items #3a - #3b.  Director Galloway seconded and the board 
unanimously approved the motion.   

ADMINISTRATION 

Report on LSMA Landowner Outreach 

Don Tucker, of 4Creeks, provided a report.  Attached hereto and incorporated by reference as 
Agenda Item #4a is a copy of her report.   

Discussion ensued.    

Report from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing 

Don Tucker, of 4Creeks, provided a report on ETGSA accounts and invoicing.  Attached hereto 
and incorporated by reference as Agenda Item #4b is a copy of his report.   

GOVERNMENT AND LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 

Report on State Advocacy Efforts 

Ashley Walker provided a report.  Attached hereto and incorporated by reference as Agenda Item 
#5a is a copy of her State Advocacy Report.   

STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Report on Ongoing ETGSA Outreach Efforts 

General Manager Caudillo provided an update on ongoing outreach efforts and upcoming events. 
A copy of his report is attached as Agenda Item #6a and incorporated by reference.   

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

Receive Report from Stakeholder Committee and Executive Committees 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached as Agenda Item #7a.  

Receive Report from the Finance Committee 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached as Agenda Item #7b.  

Receive Report from the Land Subsidence Monitoring and Management Committee 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached as Agenda Item #7c.  

TULE SUBBASIN AND REGIONAL REPORTS AND ITEMS 

Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task Items 

TO BE APPROVED
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General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached as Agenda Item #8a. 

CLOSED SESSION 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
[Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(2)] 
Number of Potential Cases:  Three 

The Board of Directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2), met with General Counsel Aubrey Mauritson regarding three potential items of 
anticipated litigation.  

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION 
(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9) 
Setton Pistachio of Terra Bella, Inc. v. Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Tulare County Superior Court Case No. VCU320350  

The Board of Directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(1), met with General Counsel Mauritson regarding existing litigation named above. 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION 
(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9) 
Friant Water Authority v. Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Tulare County Superior Court Case No. VCU306343  

The Board of Directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(1), met with General Counsel Mauritson regarding existing litigation named above. 

CLOSED SESSION ITEMS 

Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1 

Chairman Townsend announced that there was no reportable action from closed session. 

NEXT MEETING DATE 

Next Regular Meeting – Thursday, October 2, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. 

The next meeting of the Board of Directors of the ETGSA Joint Powers Authority is currently 
scheduled to be held on October 2, 2025, at 2:00 p.m.   

ADJOURNMENT  

There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Townsend adjourned the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

TO BE APPROVED
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_________________________________ 
Rogelio Caudillo, General Manager 

TO BE APPROVED



ETGSA Board Meeting & Public Hearing 
October 2, 2025 

Agenda Item 5.a 

WY 2026 Sustainable Yield and Tier 1 Penalty 
Allocations 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: WY2026 Sustainable Yield and Tier 1 Penalty Allocations 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: None, Board may provide direction to staff. 

Executive Summary: 

Presentation will be given by staff. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a



ETGSA Board Meeting & Public Hearing 
October 2, 2025 

Agenda Item 5.c 

Consider Approval of Engagement Agreement for 
Services from Damages Experts Round Table Group 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Legal Services 

Submitted By: Legal Counsel 

Recommended Action: Move to Approve Engagement Agreement for Round Table Group 

Executive Summary: 

Staff to provide report. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• Exhibit A: Engagement Agreement for Round Table Group
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RTG Search Number S-70878; C-64615 

ENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT 

This Engagement Agreement (the “Agreement”), dated September 18, 2025 (the “Effective Date”), is made between 
United Expert Holdings LLC, a Delaware limited liability company d/b/a Round Table Group (“RTG”) and Eastern Tule 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (the “Client”), who is represented by Nossaman LLP (the “Counsel”), for the 
case Friant Water Authority v. Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency (the “Case”).   

Contact information, general processes, and confidentiality 
1. Counsel contact information (where invoices should be sent):

Gina Nicholls
Counsel - Nossaman LLP
777 South Figueroa Street, 34th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90017
213-612-7815
gnicholls@nossaman.com

Client contact information:

Rogelio Caudillo, General Manager
Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency
881 W. Morton Avenue, Suite D
Porterville, CA 93257
Office tel.: (559) 781-7660
rcaudillo@easterntulegsa.com

Invoices should be sent to the following (please provide the name and e-mail of each desired recipient):
Rogelio Caudillo (rcaudillo@easterntulegsa.com), Gina Nichols (gnicholls@nossaman.com)
Please also cc: amauritson@visalialaw.com, mwiman@nossaman.com, dlee@nossaman.com,
mgawley@nossaman.com

2. At Client’s request, RTG searched for, identified, and introduced to Client expert candidates, including Mr.
Henry House and Mr. Gregory House (the “Expert”) whom Client wishes to retain to provide consulting and/or expert
witness services (“Services”) related to the Case through RTG in accordance with the terms hereof. Neither Client nor
Counsel shall commence work with Expert until RTG notifies Client that Expert has agreed to the terms pertaining to
Expert’s Services in this Case. In the event Client or Counsel requests Services from the Expert directly prior to the
execution of this Agreement, then the terms of this Agreement shall be deemed accepted by Client and Counsel.

3. It is the responsibility of Client and Counsel, and not RTG, to ensure that Expert is conflict-free, qualified, and
credible in all respects and available for all of Client’s needs.  Nothing in this Agreement or in RTG’s or Expert’s
statements to Client shall be construed as a guarantee of a particular opinion or outcome of Client’s Case.  Payment of
RTG’s invoice(s) is not dependent in any way upon the opinion(s) reached by Expert or the results of the Case.

4. It is the joint responsibility of Client, Counsel, and Expert, and not RTG, to work directly with one another to
manage the scope of work, expected hours required, deadlines, and other issues related to the details of Expert’s work
on this Case. Client agrees that any work authorized by Counsel will be on Client’s behalf and authorized as if by
Client directly. If Client requests or receives an estimate or budget directly from Expert, it agrees to do so in
terms of hours and not dollar amounts to avoid miscommunication or erroneous calculations related to RTG’s
markup. Budgets and estimates are not to be considered caps unless explicitly agreed to as such in writing.

5. The Services performed by Expert under this Agreement are for litigation or other legal purposes and are at
the direction of Client and Counsel. RTG will not participate in the provision of Services by Expert or provide any
guidance, direction, or oversight thereof. Neither Client, Counsel, or Expert shall provide RTG with access to any
confidential information related to the Case. This provision will survive the termination of this Agreement.

Agenda Item #5.c
Exhibit A
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Rates and payment terms 
6. A retainer of $10,000.00 is required prior to the commencement of any Services by Expert, $5,000.00 of which
shall serve as a minimum fee. This retainer is not intended to represent an estimate of the total cost of the work to be
performed. The full retainer (inclusive of the minimum fee) shall be applied to the final invoice of the engagement upon
notification by Client to RTG that Expert's Services are no longer needed on the Case. If total billings for Expert's
services exceed the minimum fee and any portion of the retainer remains unused upon notification to RTG that
Expert's services related to the Matter have concluded, then RTG shall refund the unused retainer amount to Client.

7. The Expert’s rates are:

Henry House - Non-Testimony - $475/Hour
Travel Times for all individuals are billed at the non-testifying rate. FOR ALL EXPERTS: Emergency work on
weekends and during observation of federal holidays and major cultural holidays are billed at the testimony
hourly rate with a one-hour minimum in units of one quarter hour or portion thereof. Testimony rate takes effect
at the days first on-record time stamp and continues until the days testimony is concluded, excepting any
break if and only if it is for at least one hour. Standard delivery of written reports (if produced in the course of
our work) is electronically as PDF-format files; paper copies, if ordered, are printed at our option by a
commercial printer at the shops charged rate or in our office for 25 ¢ per page plus staff time. We bill other job
expenses (such as travel costsfares and lodgingand job-specific research materials) at cost.

Henry House - Testimony (hour minimums) - $695/Hour

Gregory House - Non-Testimony - $680/Hour

Gregory House - Testimony (1 hour minimums) - $1,015/Hour. Billed in ¼ hour increments.

Jennifer House - Non-testifying Work - $455/Hour

Jennifer House - Testifying (1 hour minimums) - $640/Hour. Billed in ¼ hour increments.

Support Staff (low end of range) - $160/Hour

Support Staff (high end of range) - $305/Hour

8. Client acknowledges that the above rates include RTG’s mark-up and that such rates may be reviewed and
adjusted annually. Client is responsible for any sales, use, or similar taxes required under applicable law. Client is
responsible for reimbursing all necessary out-of-pocket expenses incurred by Expert in connection with the Services
provided under this Agreement, or if Client and Expert agree, Client may pay expenses such as hotel, airfare, and car
rental directly to provider.

9. RTG will invoice for the Services of Expert monthly. Not including the retainer invoice, which is due upon
receipt, payment is due within 30 days of invoice delivery. CLIENT SHALL REMIT PAYMENT DIRECTLY TO RTG
AND NOT TO EXPERT. Client shall remain liable for all payments, including all fees and expenses associated with
deposition of Expert, even if under any rule of procedure, the opposing party is responsible for such costs. Payment
shall be made in accordance with the payment instructions provided by RTG. In the event Expert sends an invoice
directly to Client or Counsel, the recipient of that invoice shall immediately notify RTG and forward that invoice to RTG
for processing. If Client pays Expert directly, Client shall also immediately pay RTG the full amount it is owed for the
services of Expert.

Disputes and unpaid invoices 
10. Client agrees to review RTG’s invoices upon receipt and raise any objections within thirty (30) days of delivery
of an invoice, or Client will be deemed to have irrevocably waived its right to object and such failure to object shall
constitute Client’s agreement that the invoice is valid and payable in full.

11. In the event Client fails to pay any invoice in full by the due date, Expert shall have the right to withhold
delivery of Services, work product, and/or testimony until payment is brought current. In addition, if RTG or Expert has
any reasonable concern about timely payment of future invoices, RTG or Expert may require an additional deposit or
retainer payable prior to the provision of any additional Services.
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12. RTG shall manage the billing, invoicing, and collection process for Expert. Client agrees to conduct all
discussions concerning billing, rates, and invoicing, with RTG, not directly with Expert. Client shall be liable for the
costs of reasonable attorney fees and/or reasonable collection agency fees incurred to collect delinquent invoices.
RTG reserves the right to assign in full or in part to the Expert, or third parties, the right to collect payment from Client
for the Services provided under this Agreement.

Duration, termination, limitation of liability, law and venue 
13. This Agreement will remain in effect until Counsel or Client notifies RTG that no additional Services of Expert
are required and all invoices for Expert’s Services performed prior to that notice have been paid.

14. RTG is an independent contractor and shall not be deemed an employee of Client or Counsel for any purpose
whatsoever. Expert is an independent contractor of RTG. Nothing herein shall be construed or implied to create a
relationship of partners, joint venturers, or of employer and employee.

15. Client and Counsel agree during the term of this Agreement and for a period of twelve (12) months following
the termination or expiration of this Agreement, that if Client or Counsel wishes to retain Expert for additional services,
the retention shall be through RTG under the terms of a similar, separately negotiated agreement. This provision will
survive the termination of this Agreement.

16. NOTWITHSTANDING ANYTHING ELSE IN THIS AGREEMENT OR OTHERWISE, UNDER NO
CIRCUMSTANCES SHALL THE PARTIES HERETO INCLUDING THEIR PARENTS, SUBSIDIARIES AND
AFFILIATES, AND EACH OF THEIR RESPECTIVE OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, EMPLOYEES, SHAREHOLDERS,
CONTRACTORS, OR AGENTS BE LIABLE TO EACH OTHER FOR ANY CONSEQUENTIAL, INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL
OR PUNITIVE DAMAGES. EXCEPT FOR AMOUNTS DUE RTG FOR UNPAID INVOICES, EACH PARTY’S LIABILITY
TO THE OTHER FOR DIRECT COMPENSATORY DAMAGES SHALL NOT EXCEED THE AMOUNT OF FEES PAID
BY CLIENT FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF SERVICES HEREUNDER.

17. Neither RTG nor Expert shall be liable for any delays or nonperformance directly or indirectly resulting from
circumstances or causes beyond their reasonable control, including but not limited to, fire, epidemic, pandemic, or
other casualty, act of God, strike or labor dispute, war or other violence, or any law, order or requirement of any
governmental agency or authority.

18. This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding of the parties regarding its subject matter and
supersedes all prior or contemporaneous written and oral agreements and communications with respect to its subject
matter.  If any part of this Agreement is adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, illegal, or
unenforceable, the validity, legality, and enforceability of the remaining provisions will not be affected or impaired
thereby and will be enforced to the maximum extent permitted by applicable law.  Neither Counsel nor Client may
assign, delegate, or otherwise transfer all or any part of its rights or obligations under this Agreement without the
express written consent of RTG.  Any purported assignment by Client or Counsel without advance, written consent of
RTG will be null and void.  This Agreement will be interpreted, construed, and governed by the laws of the State of
California.  The parties agree to submit any dispute arising out of or in connection with this Agreement to the exclusive
jurisdiction and venue of any state or federal court located in the State of California.  This paragraph will survive the
termination of this Agreement.

The parties to this Agreement, through their respective authorized representatives, have executed this Agreement as 
of the Effective Date. 

CLIENT 

Signature: ____________________________________ 

Print Name:  __________________________________ 

Title: ________________________________________ 

UNITED EXPERT HOLDINGS, LLC D/B/A ROUND 
TABLE GROUP 

Signature: ____________________________________ 

Print Name:  __________________________________ 

Title: ________________________________________ 
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Agenda Item 7.e 

Reports from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and 
Invoicing 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing  

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: None, Board may provide direction to staff. 

Executive Summary: 

The report will be given by 4Creeks Consultant. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a
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Agenda Item 7.f 

Report on LSMA Landowner Outreach 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA Land Subsidence Management Area  

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: None, Board may provide direction to staff. 

Executive Summary: 

The report will be given by 4Creeks Consultant. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a
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Agenda Item 8.a 

Report on State Advocacy efforts 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA State Advocacy efforts 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: None, Board may provide direction to staff. 

Executive Summary: 

The report will be given by Ashley Walker of Nossaman. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a
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Agenda Item 9.a 

Report on ongoing ETGSA outreach efforts 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of ETGSA Outreach 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

In addition to its regular Board and Committee Meetings and email correspondence to its 
Interested Parties List, ETGSA continues to conduct community outreach regarding SGMA, 
ETGSA and its Rules through a variety of events and other media. 

A summary of ETGSA’s outreach efforts in September is provided below: 

• ETGSA Meetings
o September 4, 2024, Meeting of the Board
o ETGSA did not have a Stakeholder, Executive, or Land Subsidence Monitoring

and Management Committee in September.

ETGSA Well Mitigation Program: 

• Claims Received: 0
o Wells Mitigation: 0

• Pilot Mitigation Program with SHE: 1

Background: 

SGMA requires that, “The groundwater sustainability agency shall consider the interests of all 
beneficial uses and users of groundwater, as well as those responsible for implementing 
groundwater sustainability plans…” (WAT § 10723.2). ETGSA undertakes outreach efforts, both 
individually and in collaboration with regional partners, to ensure that these interests are 
considered and provided with information pertinent and relevant to SGMA and the 
development of ETGSA’s GSP. The ETGSA Board of Directors adopted a Communication and 
Engagement Plan on October 5, 2018 that serves as a living guide to ETGSA’s outreach efforts. 
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ETGSA’s Board and Committee meetings occur on a regular basis and, save for closed session as 
permitted pursuant the Brown Act, are open to the public. 

ETGSA continues to encourage its stakeholders to engage the Agency with other opportunities 
for outreach. 

Fiscal Impact: 

• Monthly cost for Zoom Standard Pro: $15.89

Attachments: 

• n/a
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Agenda Item 10.a-d 

Receive reports from Committees 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of Stakeholder Committee 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

Stakeholder & Executive Committee: 

• The Stakeholder & Executive Committees did not meet in the month of July.

Finance Committee: 

• August 7, 2025: Finance Committee will meet before Board Meeting.  Update will be
given verbally.

Land Subsidence Monitoring and Management Committee: 

• The Land Subsidence Monitoring and Management Committee met on July 8, 2025.  The
committee recommends an additional technical meeting or maybe even meeting of the
committee to review comments from the committee.

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a
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Agenda Item 11.b 

Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task 
Items 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Updates Regarding Tule Subbasin Coordination and Task Items 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

The Tule Subbasin Managers did not meet after the meeting on September 2nd, 2025.  
Individual GSAs have also been coordinating individual meetings.    Below is a summary of the 
updates, anticipated deliverables, and associated Exhibits: 

• Groundwater Quality (GWC) – A technical working group has been meeting to discuss
GWC topics.

• SGMA Implementation – Updates on the ongoing work related to Subbasin
Coordination and addressing remaining deficiencies. Subbasin managers are working in
subgroups with the facilitator to address deficiencies.  Individual GSAs have also been
scheduling meetings with SWRCB staff.

• Tule Subbasin Stakeholder Committee (TSS) - The next regular TSS meeting is scheduled
for October 15, 2025 at 2pm. Notices and agendas for future meetings including call-in
information for the TSS meetings will be posted on the Tule Subbasin website
www.tulesgma.com. Notice and Agendas will also be provided by ETGSA.

Background: 

ETGSA is a member of the Tule Subbasin MOU Group. This group consists of the various GSAs 
overlying the Tule Subbasin. More information can be found at: www.tulesgma.com 

The Tule Subbasin GSAs have collectively engaged and contracted TH&Co to undertake various 
scopes of work to assist them in the completion of their GSPs, Coordination Agreement, and 
various technical matters that must be addressed in a coordinated Subbasin manner. 

http://www.tulesgma.com/
http://www.tulesgma.com/
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Additionally, David De Groot/4Creeks serves as the Tule Subbasin Coordinator. Lower Tule River 
Irrigation District serves as Fiscal Agent to the Tule Subbasin MOU Group. 

Fiscal Impact: 

• N/A

Attachments: 

• N/A
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