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EASTERN TULE 
GROUNDWATER 
SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY, 
JPA 

Dennis Townsend 
Chairman 
County of Tulare 

Steve Kisling 
Vice-Chairman 
Saucelito Irrigation District 

Eric Borba 
Porterville Irrigation District 

Stan Green 
City of Porterville 

Meeting of the Authority 
Board of Directors 

Thursday, June 5, 2025 
Convenes at 2:00 p.m. 

info@easterntulegsa.com 
www.easterntulegsa.com 

Geoffrey C. Galloway 
Terra Bella Irrigation District 

John Corkins 
White Area 

Aubrey Mauritson 
Legal Counsel 

Rogelio Caudillo 
General Manager 

Meeting Location: 
City of Porterville 

City Council Chambers 
291N. Main Street 

Porterville, CA 93257

Web Meeting Attendance Available for 
Interested Parties: 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85677739109  

Meeting ID: 856 7773 9109 
• +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)

AGENDA 
Action items are listed in bold. 

All items on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed for action, may be deliberated upon and may be subject to action by the 
Board of Directors. The Board of Directors may consider agenda items in any order. Materials related to an item on this agenda 
submitted to the Board of Directors after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection at the ETGSA Office, 
881 W. Morton Avenue, Suite D, Porterville, California, during normal business hours. 

1. PUBLIC COMMENT
At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda.  Under state law, matters presented 
under this item cannot be discussed or acted upon by the Board at this time.  For items appearing on the agenda, the public is 
invited to make comments at the time the item comes up for Board consideration.  Any person addressing the Board will be 
limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes or at the Chairman’s discretion.  At all times, please use the microphone and state 
your name for the record. 

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS

3. CONSENT CALENDAR

a. Approval of May 1, 2025, Meeting of the Board Minutes.
b. Approval of May 23, 2025, Special Meeting of the Board Minutes.
c. Approval of ratification of bills paid and approval of bills to be paid. (Materials to be

distributed on the day of the Board Meeting.)

4. ADMINISTRATION

a. ACTION – Consider Approval of Stakeholder Committee appointment.
b. Report on LSMA Landowner Outreach
c. Report from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing.

mailto:info@easterntulegsa.com
http://www.easterntulegsa.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85677739109
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5. GOVERNMENTAL AND LEGISLATIVE MATTERS

a. Report on State Advocacy efforts.

6. STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

a. Report on ongoing ETGSA outreach efforts.

7. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

a. Receive report from Stakeholder Committee.
b. Receive report from Executive Committee.
c. Receive report from Finance Committee.
d. Receive report from Land Subsidence Monitoring and Management Committee.

8. TULE SUBBASIN AND REGIONAL REPORTS AND ITEMS

a. Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task Items.
b. ACTION – Presentation and consideration of approval of Tule Subbasin Technical

Scope and Fee.

9. CLOSED SESSION:

a. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION:
[Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2)] 
Number of Potential Cases: Three 

b. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION
(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9) 
Setton Pistachio of Terra Bella, Inc. v. Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency 
Tulare County Superior Court Case No. VCU320350 

c. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION
(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9) 
Friant Water Authority v. Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Tulare County Superior Court Case No. VCU306343 

10. CLOSED SESSION ITEMS:

a. Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1

11. NEXT MEETING DATE

a. Next Regular Meeting – Thursday, July 3, 2025, at 2 p.m.

12. ADJOURNMENT

A person with a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 may request the ETGSA to provide a 



3 

disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in any public meeting. Such assistance includes 
appropriate alternative formats for the agendas and agenda packets used for any public meetings of the GSA. Requests for 
such assistance and for agendas and agenda packets shall be made in person, by telephone, facsimile, or written 
correspondence to the General Manager of the ETGSA at (559) 781-7660, at least 48 hours before a public meeting. 



ETGSA Meeting of the Board 
June 5, 2025 

Agenda Item 3.a-c 

Consent Calendar 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Consent Calendar 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: Move to approve items under the Consent Calendar, approval of 
items may be made in one motion. 

Executive Summary: 

a) Approval of May 1, 2025, Meeting of the Board Minutes.
b) Approval of May 23, 2025, Special Meeting of the Board Minutes.
c) Approval of Ratification of bills paid and approval of bills to be paid.

Attachments: 

• Exhibit A: May 1, 2025, Meeting of the Board Minutes.
• Exhibit B: May 23, 2025, Special Meeting of the Board Minutes.
• Exhibit C: ETGSA Financial Statements (Unaudited).
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MINUTES OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

MEETING HELD MAY 1, 2025 

At approximately 2:00 p.m. on May 1, 2025, at the City of Porterville, Council Chambers, Vice-
Chairman Steve Kisling called to order the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Eastern Tule 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint Powers Authority (“ETGSA”).  The meeting was also 
conducted remotely for members of the public.  

Members Present:  Sean Geivet (alt) John Corkins  
Steve Kisling  Michael Knight (alt) 
Geoff Galloway 

Members Absent:  Stan Green Dennis Townsend 
Eric Borba 

Others Present: Aubrey Mauritson Rogelio Caudillo 
Amanda Carlson Dalee Chang 
Tom Prescott  Brett Ries 
Bill Bennett  Don Tucker 
Houshang Dadgostar Joel Kimmelshue 
Andrew Hart  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Vice-Chairman Kisling opened the public comment period.  No comment was provided.    

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

General Manager Caudillo had no new announcements.   

CONSENT CALENDAR  

General Manager Caudillo referred the Board to Agenda Items #3a-3b on the Consent Calendar 
portion of the agenda.  A copy of the Minutes of the April 3, 2025, Board Meeting is attached as 
Agenda Item #3a.  A copy of the financial statements is attached as Agenda Item #3b.   

TO BE APPROVED

Consent Calendar: 
Exhibit A
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Director Corkins moved to approve Items #3a and #3c.  Alt. Director Knight seconded, and the 
board unanimously approved the motion.   

TIER 1 PENALTY ENFORCEMENT 

Staff Report on Delinquent Tier 1 Penalty Accounts 

General Counsel Mauritson provided a report on the delinquent Tier 1 Penalty Accounts.  Attached 
in the Board Packet as Agenda Item #4a. 

Public Hearing on Tier 1 Penalties.  Written Protests by Individuals Will be Accepted Up 
Until the End of the Hearing   

At approximately 2:04 p.m., Vice-Chairman Kisling opened the public hearing.   

Tom Prescott provided public comment.   

General Counsel Mauritson noted written comments received at the hearing are attached in the 
Board Packet as Agenda Item #4b. 

Close Public Hearing 

At approximately 2:07 p.m., Vice-Chairman Kisling closed the public hearing. 

CLOSED SESSION 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
[Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(2)] 
Number of Potential Cases:  One 

The Board of Directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2), met with General Counsel Aubrey Mauritson regarding four potential items of 
anticipated litigation.  

Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1 

General Counsel Mauritson announced that there was no reportable action from closed session. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-01 Authorizing Staff to Record Certificates of Lien 
for Delinquent Tier 1 Penalties 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report.  Attached in the Board Packet as Agenda Item #5a 
is a copy of Resolution 2025-01.   

Discussion ensued. 

TO BE APPROVED
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Public comment was presented from Houshang Dadgostar. 
 
Discussion ensued.   
 
Public comment from Brett Ries with the Drapery.   
 
Director Corkins moved to approve Resolution No. 2025-01 authorizing staff to record Certificates 
of Lien for delinquent Tier 1 penalties for those Landowners listed on Exhibit A, with the exception 
of Grow View to be recorded no sooner than 60 days after today.  Alt. Director Knight seconded, 
and the board unanimously approved.   
 
 LandIQ Presentation on Booth Ranches ET Study 
 
Joel Kimmelshue provided a PowerPoint presentation on Booth Ranches ET Study. 
 
Discussion ensued.   
 

Report on LSMA Landowner Outreach 
 
Don Tucker, of 4Creeks, provided a verbal report on LSMA Landowner Outreach.  
 

Report from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing 
 
Don Tucker, of 4Creeks, provided a verbal report on ETGSA accounts and invoicing.  
 
GOVERNMENT AND LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 
 
 Report on State Advocacy Efforts 
 
General Manager Caudillo provided a report on State Advocacy Efforts attached in the Board 
Packet as Agenda Item #6a.  
 
STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 

Report on Ongoing ETGSA Outreach Efforts  
 
General Manager Caudillo provided an update on ongoing outreach efforts and upcoming events. 
A copy of his report is attached in the Board Packet as Agenda Item #7a. 
 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 
  

Receive Report from Stakeholder Committee 
 
General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached in the Board Packet as 
Agenda Item #8a.   
 

Receive Report from the Executive Committee 
  

TO BE APPROVED
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General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached in the Board Packet as 
Agenda Item #8b. 

Receive Report from the Finance Committee 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached  in the Board Packet as 
Agenda Item #8c.   

Receive Report from the Land Subsidence Monitoring and Management Committee 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached in the Board Packet as 
Agenda Item #8d.   

TULE SUBBASIN AND REGIONAL REPORTS AND ITEMS 

Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task Items 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached in the Board Packet as 
Agenda Item #9a. 

Review of Proposed Budgets for Tule Subbasin Coordination and Task Items 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached in the Board Packet as 
Agenda Item #9b. 

Don Tucker provided an overview of budgetary items for the Tule Subbasin for next year.  

NEXT MEETING DATE 

Next Regular Meeting – Thursday, June 5, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. 

The next meeting of the Board of Directors of the ETGSA Joint Powers Authority is currently 
scheduled to be held on June 5, 2025, at 2:00 p.m.   

CLOSED SESSION 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
[Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(2)] 
Number of Potential Cases:  Three 

The Board of Directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2), met with General Counsel Aubrey Mauritson regarding three potential items of 
anticipated litigation.  

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION 
(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9) 
Setton Pistachio of Terra Bella, Inc. v. Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Tulare County Superior Court Case No. VCU320350  

TO BE APPROVED



5 

The Board of Directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(1), met with General Counsel Mauritson regarding existing litigation named above. 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION 
(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9) 
Friant Water Authority v. Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Tulare County Superior Court Case No. VCU306343  

The Board of Directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(1), met with General Counsel Mauritson regarding existing litigation named above. 

CLOSED SESSION ITEMS 

Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1 

Vice-Chairman Kisling announced that there was no reportable action from closed session. 

ADJOURNMENT  

There being no further business before the Board, Vice-Chairman Kisling adjourned the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

_________________________________ 
Rogelio Caudillo, General Manager 

TO BE APPROVED
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MINUTES OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

MEETING HELD MAY 23, 2025 

At approximately 10:00 a.m. on May 23, 2025, at the ETGSA Offices, Porterville Irrigation 
District, Saucelito Irrigation District, and Terra Bella Irrigation District, Vice-Chairman Steve 
Kisling called to order the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Eastern Tule Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency Joint Powers Authority (“ETGSA”).  The meeting was also conducted 
remotely for members of the public.  

Members Present: 
Steve Kisling Geoffrey Galloway 
Eric Borba John Corkins 
Stan Green 

Members Absent:  Dennis Townsend 

Others Present: Aubrey Mauritson Rogelio Caudillo 
Amanda Carlson Val Guzman 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Vice-Chairman Kisling opened the public comment period.  No comment was provided. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

General Manager Caudillo had no new announcements.   

CLOSED SESSION 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
[Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(2)] 
Number of Potential Cases:  One 

The Board of Directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2), met with General Counsel Aubrey Mauritson regarding one potential item of 
anticipated litigation.  

TO BE APPROVED

Consent Calendar: 
Exhibit B
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CLOSED SESSION ITEMS 

Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1 

Vice-Chairman Kisling announced that there was no reportable action from closed session. 

NEXT MEETING DATE 

Next Regular Meeting – Thursday, June 5, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. 

The next meeting of the Board of Directors of the ETGSA Joint Powers Authority is currently 
scheduled to be held on June 5, 2025, at 2:00 p.m.   

ADJOURNMENT  

There being no further business before the Board, Vice-Chairman Kisling adjourned the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

_________________________________ 
Rogelio Caudillo, General Manager 

TO BE APPROVED



ETGSA Meeting of the Board 
June 5, 2025 

Agenda Item 4.a 

Consider Approval of Stakeholder Committee 
appointment 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA Stakeholder Appointment 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: Move to approve Stakeholder Committee Appointment. 

Executive Summary: 

Stakeholder Committee Member Gaugel informed staff that he was unable to continue participating in 
the committee and is resigning from his seat.  Mr. Gaugel had recommended Robbin Smith apply to 
complete the remainder of his term. 

Current Roster: 

1 Agricultural Interest Don Castle 
2 Agricultural Interest Tom O’Sullivan 
3 Agricultural Interest Jason Guthrie 
4 Agricultural Interest David Hass 
5 Agricultural Interest John Gaugel 
6 Agricultural Interest Julia Inestroza 
7 Agricultural Interest Armando Leal 
8 Environmental Interest Sopac Mulholland 
9 Ducor CSD James Parsons 

Background: 

The Stakeholder Committee shall be comprised of nine (9) members. One seat shall be reserved for a 
representative of Ducor Community Services District. One seat shall be reserved for a person or entity 
representing environmental interests. The remaining seven (7) seats shall represent agricultural 
interests. Potential members shall apply to serve the committee. The Board shall consider all 
applications received and then appoint nine (9) representatives to the Stakeholder Committee. 



ETGSA Meeting of the Board 
June 5, 2025 

Fiscal Impact: 
• n/a

Attachments: 
• Exhibit A: Stakeholder Committee Member John Gaugel’s Resignation Letter
• Exhibit B: Robin Smith’s Stakeholder Committee Application



Agenda Item #4.a
Exhibit A



EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 
STAKEHOLDER COMMITTEE APPLICATION 
December 2024 

Authorizing Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint Powers Agreement Language: 

ARTICLE IV COMMITTEES Section 4.01(a): Committee members shall fall within categories of 
interested persons or representatives of interested entities as described in SGMA. Committee 
members shall be appointed by the Board from among applicants. 

When selecting from the applicants, the GSA Board will be looking to balance the representation of 
interest of the basin to groundwater use and for individuals that can, based on skills and 
experience, best contribute to the planning and implementation necessary to manage 
groundwater in the basin.  The appointment is for a 4-year term. 

Date Application Submitted: 04/11/2025

Name and residence address of applicant: 

ETGSA Account Id or APN of applicant’s land holdings(s) within Eastern Tule GSA boundary: 

List of qualifications supporting active engagement in production agriculture, 
representation of stakeholder, or other groundwater use within the Eastern Tule GSA 
boundary: 

State reason(s) for applying: 

Submit to: Rogelio Caudillo, General Manager 
Eastern Tule GSA, 881 W. Morton Ave. Suite D., Porterville, CA 

93257  rcaudillo@easterntulegsa.com 

Robbin Smith Wonderful Citrus 1701 S. Lexington Street Delano, CA  93215

ETGSA Account 2676 & 3466

Wonderful Citrus farms over 1,800 acres in ETGSA in several Districts,White Areas and the LSMA. 

The Wonderful Company is actively engaged in multiple water districts throughout the San Joaquin Valley.

It is the Company's goal to successfully farm in ETGSA for years to come and remain as active participants

in  groundwater regulatory development, water supply and projects supporting both the GSA and the growers. 

We have been involved in the ETGSA process for several years and would like to continue contributing to the GSA

Agenda Item #4.a
Exhibit B

mailto:rcaudillo@easterntulegsa.com


ETGSA Meeting of the Board 
June 5, 2025 

Agenda Item 4.b 

Report on LSMA Landowner Outreach 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA Land Subsidence Management Area  

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: None, Board may provide direction to staff. 

Executive Summary: 

The report will be given by 4Creeks Consultant. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a



ETGSA Meeting of the Board 
June 5, 2025 

Agenda Item 4.c 

Reports from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and 
Invoicing 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing  

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: None, Board may provide direction to staff. 

Executive Summary: 

The report will be given by 4Creeks Consultant. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a



ETGSA Meeting of the Board 
June 5, 2025 

Agenda Item 5.a 

Report on State Advocacy efforts 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA State Advocacy efforts 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: None, Board may provide direction to staff. 

Executive Summary: 

The report will be given by Ashley Walker of Nossaman. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• Exhibit A: Nossaman Report



 

 
 
 
TO: Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

 
 

FROM: Ashley S. Walker, Senior Policy Advisor, Nossaman LLP 
 

DATE: June 4, 2025 
 

RE: June Board Meeting - State Advocacy Report 
 

 
Introduction:   
 
Nossaman provides state advocacy services to the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) 
related to the Department of Water Resources’ (DWR) Inadequate Determination of the Tule Subbasin’s 
Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSP), and the probationary status with the State Resources Water 
Control Board (SWRCB).  Nossaman works closely with the GSA to identify advocacy goals, initiate 
discussions with State Board Members, and update our state legislative delegation.  We have provided a 
report below of our recent advocacy efforts, as well as near-term next steps. 
 
Advocacy Action Items Taken: 
 

• Provided a written advocacy update and participated in the May 2025 Board meeting. 
• Communicated with GSA staff and consultants to discuss next steps regarding the Tule Subbasin 

probationary status and exiting state intervention. 
• Provided all SWRCB Members updates on the GSA’s efforts to address outstanding identified 

deficiencies. 
• Scheduled and attended meetings with all SWRCB Members to provide updates on the GSA’s 

efforts.    
• Participated in a meeting with DWR and SWRCB’s technical staff to review specific deficiencies for 

the GSA.  
• Provided timely updates on the status of the legislative session and special session. 
• Tracked legislation of potential interest. 

 
Near-Term Next Steps: 
 

• Participate in the staff level meetings set up with the DWR and the SWRCB to discuss addressing 
outstanding identified deficiencies.  

• Participate in all SWRCB Member meetings to update them on the GSA’s efforts to exit state 
intervention.  

• Explore funding opportunities for sustainability projects, including in Proposition 4.  
• Continue to update our legislative delegation on the discussions with the DWR and the SWRCB. 



ETGSA Meeting of the Board 
June 5, 2025 

Agenda Item 6.a 

Report on ongoing ETGSA outreach efforts 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of ETGSA Outreach 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

In addition to its regular Board and Committee Meetings and email correspondence to its 
Interested Parties List, ETGSA continues to conduct community outreach regarding SGMA, 
ETGSA and its Rules through a variety of events and other media. 

A summary of ETGSA’s outreach efforts in May is provided below: 

ETGSA Meetings 

• May 1, 2025, Board of Directors (12 Participants)
• May 23, 2025, Special Meeting of the Board.

ETGSA Well Mitigation Program: 

• Claims Received: 0
o Wells Mitigation: 0

• Pilot Mitigation Program with SHE: 1

Background: 

SGMA requires that, “The groundwater sustainability agency shall consider the interests of all 
beneficial uses and users of groundwater, as well as those responsible for implementing 
groundwater sustainability plans…” (WAT § 10723.2). ETGSA undertakes outreach efforts, both 
individually and in collaboration with regional partners, to ensure that these interests are 
considered and provided with information pertinent and relevant to SGMA and the 
development of ETGSA’s GSP. The ETGSA Board of Directors adopted a Communication and 
Engagement Plan on October 5, 2018 that serves as a living guide to ETGSA’s outreach efforts. 



ETGSA Meeting of the Board 
June 5, 2025 

ETGSA’s Board and Committee meetings occur on a regular basis and, save for closed session as 
permitted pursuant to the Brown Act, are open to the public. 

ETGSA continues to encourage its stakeholders to engage the Agency with other opportunities 
for outreach. 

Fiscal Impact: 

• Monthly cost for Zoom Standard Pro: $15.89

Attachments: 

• n/a



ETGSA Meeting of the Board 
June 5, 2025 

Agenda Item 7.a-d 

Receive reports from Committees 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of Stakeholder Committee 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

Stakeholder & Executive Committee: 

• The Stakeholder & Executive Committees did not meet in the month of May.

Finance Committee: 

• June 5, 2025: A report on the Meeting of the ETGSA Finance Committee, scheduled to
be held on June 5, 2025, will be given verbally.

Land Subsidence Monitoring and Management Committee: 

• The Land Subsidence Monitoring and Management Committee did not meet in the
month of May.  Expecting to schedule one for June.

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• Exhibit A: Letter from GSA Environmental
• Exhibit B: Letters from Member Agencies.



Agenda Item #7.d
Exhibit A





























Saucelito Irrigation District  
Board of Directors: 

Steven G. Kisling, President  
Erick R. Merritt, V.P. 

Lucille Demetriff 
Jeffrey M. Noble 
Mark O. Merritt 

Manager/Assistant Secretary 
Sean P. Geivet 

Assessor, Collector, Treasurer, Secretary 
Diane M. Ennis 

Legal Counsel 
Ruddell, Cochran 

Stanton, Smith & Bixler, LLP 
Aubrey Mauritson 

* P.O. Box 3858 * Porterville, CA * 93258 *
* (559) 784-1208 * Fax (559) 784-3116 * Emergency No. (559) 359-8975 * saucelito-id@ocsnet.net *

S A U C E L I T O 
I R R I GA T I O N D I ST R I 

  

“Serving the 
irrigation needs 
of our community 

since 1941” 

May 28, 2025 

VIA EMAIL ONLY 
Bill Mok, PhD, PE, GE, BC.WRE 
Vice President, Principal Engineer and Geologist 
GSI Environmental 
200 Powell Street, Suite 820 
Emeryville, CA 94608 
Email: cmmok@gsi-net.com  

Jason R. Phillips 
Chief Executive Officer 
Friant Water Authority 
854 N. Harvard Ave 
Lindsay, CA 93247 
Email: jphillips@friantwater.org 

RE: Friant-Kern Canal Conceptual Land Subsidence Management Plan 

Dear Mr. Mok and Mr. Phillips: 

This letter confirms Saucelito Irrigation District’s (SID) receipt of the GSI Environmental 
(GSI) letter dated May 20, 2025 to the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
(ETGSA), regarding a conceptual plan for managing land subsidence along the Friant-Kern 
Canal (FKC) sent on behalf of the Friant Water Authority (FWA).  As a Friant Division 
contractor, SID appreciates your efforts to protect the FKC through land subsidence 
management.  Following State Water Resources Control Board Resolution 2024-0030 
designating the Tule Subbasin as probationary (Probationary Designation), SID has taken 
substantial steps towards improving the management of land subsidence within its 

Agenda Item #7.d
Exhibit B

mailto:cmmok@gsi-net.com
mailto:jphillips@friantwater.org


Conceptual Land Subsidence Management Plan 
Response Letter 

Page 2 of 4 

* P.O. Box 3858 * Porterville, CA * 93258 *
* (559) 784-1208 * Fax (559) 784-3116 * Emergency No. (559) 359-8975 * saucelito-id@ocsnet.net *

Saucelito Irrigation District 

boundaries.  This letter describes those steps and comments on the “Conceptual Urgency 
LS Management Plan” (Conceptual Plan). 

In September 2024, SID adopted resolution 2024-09-01,1 which directs ETGSA to no 
longer allocate Tier 1 Penalty Allocations commencing with Water Year 2025 and to issue 
no such further allocations in future years.  The effect of Resolution 2024-09-01, and 
similar resolutions within the Terra Bella Irrigation District and Porterville Irrigation 
District boundaries, is the elimination of overdraft pumping and transferable overdraft 
pumping credits within those three districts under the ETGSA Land Subsidence 
Management Plan (LSMP).  As you may recall, ETGSA’s LSMP required an accelerated 
ramp down schedule of overdraft pumping as subsidence levels increased.  SID’s swift 
action to reduce and eliminate all overdraft pumping allocations this year directly 
accelerated ETGSA’s LSMP to the most severe restrictions or cutbacks in pumping.   

On February 27, 2025, SID provided notice to the Department of Water Resources (DWR) 
of SID’s intent to form a groundwater sustainability agency (GSA).  As you are aware, SID 
is in the process of developing its own GSP and anticipates an initial draft to be available 
for review in the new few months.  SID, through its consultants, Luhdorff & Scalmanini, 
plan to build off the many, many years and expense of the ETGSA’s work on land 
subsidence and other SGMA-requirements. 

SID’s groundwater sustainability plan (GSP) will include a balanced water budget to show 
that groundwater pumping does not exceed the native sustainable yield of groundwater 
within SID and that future groundwater pumping within SID will not cause or contribute 
to land subsidence along the FKC.  As Delano Earlimart Irrigation District (DEID) has 
shown, a balanced water budget can support the Tule Subbasin’s identification of where 
overdraft pumping is causing land subsidence and mitigation of related undesirable results. 
SID’s GSP and corresponding land subsidence management plan (LSMP) will play a 
similar role.  

As described above, within SID, groundwater pumping allocations are set to the Tule 
Subbasin Coordination Agreement Sustainable Yield based on a consumptive model.  The 
allocation comes to 0.99 acre-feet per acre for Water Year 2025.  This limitation exists 
throughout the entire District, irrespective of the ETGSA LSMA boundaries.  SID has also 
instituted a rule independent of the ETGSA that requires well registration for all 
groundwater extractors.  SID anticipates that these actions will keep SID’s water budget 
balanced and assist the Tule Subbasin in reducing regional overdraft groundwater pumping 
causing land subsidence along the FKC.  SID is exploring other management actions to 
ensure the avoidance of all undesirable results, including land subsidence.   

After reviewing the Conceptual Plan, SID provides the following comments as it prepares 
for further discussions: 

1 In addition to SID, Terra Bella Irrigation District (TBID) and Porterville Irrigation District (PID) adopted 
similar resolutions during Fall 2024. 
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1. Inclusion of “Hotspots”

GSI has recommended to expand the ETGSA Land Subsidence Management Area 
(LSMA).  SID wholeheartedly agrees with this recommendation.  SID GSA’s LSMA will 
include those portions of the “Hotspots” depicted on Figure 2 of the Conceptual Plan that 
lie within SID’s boundaries.  The SID LSMP will cover the entire SID boundary, which 
includes areas greater than 2 miles from the FKC.  SID believes that GSI’s analysis of the 
cumulative land subsidence presented in Figure 2 of the Conceptual Plan does not account 
for the impact of “regional LS” west of SID’s boundaries on land subsidence within SID 
and notably where the greatest subsidence has been shown within SID. The SID LSMP 
will reflect an analysis of the effects on pumping outside of SID on lands within SID, 
including those in the vicinity of the FKC.  In addition, the Tule Subbasin, with the 
fracturing of the ETGSA will need to implement a Tule Subbasin LSMA for the entire 
FKC which incorporates all GSAs whose jurisdictional boundaries encompass and touch 
the FKC, in addition to GSAs whose pumping undoubtedly is affecting land subsidence, 
including but not limited to, Pixley Irrigation District, as you are well-aware. 

2. Well Information

SID’s GSP will be compliant with the well monitoring and reporting requirements of 
SGMA.  As noted above, SID is requiring well registration for all groundwater extractors. 

3. Pumping Prohibition

GSI extrapolates a need for additional significant groundwater pumping reductions due to 
an occurrence of persistent land subsidence after an extremely wet year (2023) in which 
groundwater level declines were 50% less than the average over the preceding 3 years, 
which spanned one of the worst droughts in recent California history (Water Years 2020-
2022).2  However, in reaching that conclusion, GSI offers no analysis of the lag-time 
between the occurrence of a decrease in groundwater level declines during a wet year and 
the corresponding reduction in land subsidence occurring in the lower aquifer in future 
years resulting from the increase in groundwater levels.  In other words, GSI fails to 
account for the possibility that the continuing land subsidence occurring in Water Year 
2023 discussed in its Conceptual Plan is the product of the continuing processes arising 
from the historically dry period between 2020 and 2022. Accordingly, GSI’s conclusion is 
based upon insufficient data. 

In any event, SID’s GSP will provide a framework for managing groundwater pumping 
within its boundaries to avoid the occurrence of undesirable results due to land subsidence.  
The framework will include support for the identification of regional overdraft pumping 
that results in the occurrence of undesirable results within SID’s boundaries.  Generally, 

2 Conceptual Plan for an Urgency Update to the ETGSA Land Subsidence Management Plan for the 
Friant-Kern Canal, GSI Environmental, section 1.4 (May 20, 2025).  
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SID’s balanced water budget will guide SID’s groundwater pumping restrictions, as in 
DEID. 

4. Immediate Reductions

SID has already limited pumping to the Tule Subbasin agreed-upon Sustainable Yield of 
0.99 acre-feet within its boundaries. The sustainable yield criterion is equivalent to, if not 
more protective than, the pumping reduction in Section 3.4 of the Conceptual Plan.  

5. Well Application Requirements

In collaboration with Tulare County, SID GSA will review well permit applications 
consistent with Executive Order N-7-22 dated March 28, 2022, section 9(a) to ensure that 
a proposed well will be consistent with SID’s land subsidence management plan.  

6. Regional Subsidence and ETGSP

SID GSA will coordinate with other Tule Subbasin GSAs to reduce regional land 
subsidence to a level that is preventative of undesirable impacts to the FKC.  SID’s LSMP 
will be based upon a balanced water budget, similar to DEID. 

7. Updating the Conceptual Plan

SID GSA intends to review its LSMP and land subsidence management criteria in 
accordance with SGMA.  SID will continue to work with the Committee to develop an 
adaptive plan to manage regional land subsidence. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.  We look forward to continuing 
dialogue as SID progresses through its GSP development. 

Sincerely, 

____________________ 
Steven G. Kisling, President 

cc: Adam Nickels, Acting Regional Director, Bureau of Reclamation 
cc: Natalie Stock 
cc: Paul Gosselin, DWR 
cc: Will Halligan, Luhdorff and Scalmanini 
cc: Andrew Francis, Luhdorff and Scalmanini 
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Thank you for your letter dated May 20, 2025, to the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency (ETGSA) regarding possible approaches to managing land subsidence along the Friant­
Kem Canal (FKC). Terra Bella Irrigation District (District) looks forward to further collaboration 
with GSI Environmental, Friant Water Authority (FWA), the other members of the ETGSA Land 
Subsidence Management and Monitoring Committee (Committee), and the Tule Subbasin GSAs 
to reduce and arrest land subsidence along the FKC. 

Preliminarily, the District stresses that it does not contribute to subsidence impacts to the FKC due 
to the scarcity of groundwater and low number of groundwater extraction wells within its 
boundaries. As FWA should be aware, the Bureau of Reclamation's original 1950 feasibility 
analysis of the District for purposes of planning and constructing the Friant Division of the Central 
Valley Project indicates a safe yield calculation of only 2,200 acre-feet due to the geologic 
conditions inherent in the District's foothill location. Well registration in the District reflects a 
lack of extractable groundwater as only a handful of wells exist within the District. For these 
reasons, and others, the District does not contribute to subsidence impacts to the FKC. 
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This letter sets forth three crucial steps that the District has taken to contribute to reducing land 
subsidence along the FKC in the wake of the State Water Resources Control Board (Board) 
Resolution 2024-0030 designating t9"e Tule Subbasin as probationary (Probationary Designation). 
In addition to a description of those steps, the remainder of this letter responds to the "Conceptual 
Urgency LS Management Plan" (Conceptual Plan) that you set forth in section 3 of the 
memorandum attached to your May 20 letter. 

First, on September 19, 2024, the District adopted Resolution Number 2024-09-01, 1 which directs 
ETGSA not to allocate any Tier 1 Penalty Allocation to lands within the District's boundaries 
during Water Year 2025. Accordingly, contrary to your inference that ETGSA continues to 
implement its Land Subsidence Management Plan (LSMP) unchanged since the Probationary 
Designation, the District's rejection of Tier 1 Penalty Allocations-which were a factor in the 
Board's Probationary Designation-represents a sea change in the implementation of the LSMP. 
Recall that ETGSA' s LSMP set forth a ramp down schedule of overdraft pumping that accelerated 
as the rate of subsidence increased. The District's resolution in Fall 2024 brought forth the most 
restrictive pumping cutbacks under ETGSA's LSMP to eliminate overdraft pumping, if any such 
pumping was occurring within the District's boundaries in the first instance. 

Second, the District submitted notice to the Department of Water Resources (DWR) on February 
27, 2025, that the District intends to form a groundwater sustainability agency (GSA) for the 
purpose of adopting a SGMA-compliant groundwater sustainability plan (GSP) for the territory 
within the District's boundaries. The District's GSP will improve upon ETGSA's GSP and will 
include a balanced water budget that will show that groundwater pumping within the District's 
boundaries is not a contributing factor to land subsidence along the FKC. Further, the District's 
GSP will include criteria for groundwater level monitoring and related management actions that 
will assist the Tule Subbasin (1) to identify the areas outside but near to the District's boundaries 
where overdraft pumping is causing land subsidence and (2) to arrest land subsidence where it 
occurs. The District's implementation of a new GSP and LSMP means that the ETGSA LSMP 
will no longer apply within the District's boundaries. 

Third, the District intends to share draft rules as soon as the week of June 9, 2025, that restrict 
groundwater pumping extraction allocations (based on extraction versus the consumptive model 
approach) within the District to the Sustainable Yield as defined in the Coordination Agreement; 
i.e., 0.27 acre-feet per acre. Such groundwater pumping allocations will build upon the 
groundwater modeling framework that the Tule Subbasin GSAs in collaboration with Thomas 
Harder and Company have developed to date. The District's commitment to the Sustainable Yield 
as the limiting factor for groundwater pumping extraction allocations within the District aligns the 
District with the Tule Subbasin as a whole and will contribute to expediting basin-wide SGMA 
compliance. 

., 

1 In addition to the District, other entities affiliated with ETGSA, namely, Porterville Irrigation District and 
Saucelito Irrigation District, adopted similar resolutions during Fall 2024. 
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The District appreciates the "Conceptual Urgency LS Management Plan" (Conceptual Plan) that 
you set forth in section 3 of the memorandum attached to your May 20 letter. The District will 
consider the Conceptual Plan while formulating its GSP and promulgating rules concerning the 
management of land subsidence. Here, the District offers some preliminary responses to the 
various components of the Conceptual Plan. 

1. Inclusion of "Hotspots" 

None of the proposed expansions of the ETGSA Land Subsidence Management Area (LSMA) 
cover territory within the District's boundaries. Further, none of the "Hotspots" appear to be 
located within the District's boundaries. The District does not find this coincidental as, state above, 
groundwater is scarce within the District, and groundwater extractions are so minimal as to not 
contribute to subsidence impacts to the FKC. 

2. Well Information 

The District is registering groundwater wells located within its boundaries. The results of 
registration indicate that there are only a handful of wells that exist. That said, the District will 
continue to compile well information, meter wells, and report well data concerning wells within 
theLSMA. 

3. Pumping Prohibition 

The District will continue its analysis of land subsidence occurring within its boundaries and 
within the LSMA and align groundwater pumping restrictions with a balanced water budget. 

4. Immediate Reductions 

The District's proposal to limit groundwater extraction allocations to the Sustainable Yield of0.27 
acre-feet per acre satisfies the need for immediate reductions. The sustainable yield criterion is 
more protective than the Conceptual Plan's pumping reduction in Section 3.4. 

5. Well Application Requirements 

The rules that the District is promulgating for its GSA will include requirements for new well 
applications that protect against impacts of groundwater pumping to the FKC. 

·, 
6. Regional Subsidence and ETGSP 

The District is committed to continuing to work with other GSAs in the Tule Subbasin to prevent 
impacts from regional subsidence to the FKC. Like DEID, the District intends to formulate its 
land subsidence management plan based upon a balanced water budget. 
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The District intends to review its land subsidence management plan and management criteria as 
required by SGMA and will continue to collaborate with the Committee concerning 
recommendations relevant to managing land subsidence along the FKC and protecting against 
further impacts to the FKC. 

The District looks forward to discussing the Conceptual Plan with the Committee. Thank you for 
your contributions to resolving land subsidence impacts to the FKC. 

' Sincerely, 

~ ordlki 
Edwin L. Wheaton, President 

cc: Adam Nickels, Acting Regional Director, Bureau of Reclamation 
cc: Natalie Stock 
cc: Paul Gosselin, DWR 
cc: Will Halligan, Luhdorff and Scahnanini 
cc: Andrew Francis, Luhdorff and Scalmanini 

# 

# 



ETGSA Meeting of the Board 
June 5, 2025 

Agenda Item 8.a 

Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task 
Items 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Updates Regarding Tule Subbasin Coordination and Task Items 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

The Tule Subbasin Managers met on May 21, 2025.  Individual GSAs have also been 
coordinating individual meetings.    Below is a summary of the updates, anticipated 
deliverables, and associated Exhibits: 

• Reorganization – Subbasin managers continued discussions regarding reorganization.
Shifting focus on subbasin coordination and the coordination agreement.

• SGM Implementation Grant Funds – GSA managers discussed different options
regarding awarded grant funds that became available after one project was not going to
continue.

• SGMA Implementation – Updates on the ongoing work related to Subbasin
Coordination and addressing remaining deficiencies. Subbasin managers are working in
subgroups with the facilitator to address deficiencies.  Individual GSAs have also been
scheduling meetings with SWRCB staff.

• Technical Advisory Committee (TAC): The next regular TAC meeting is scheduled for
April 16, 2025 at 2pm. Notices and agendas for future meetings including call-in
information for the TAC meetings will be posted on the Tule Subbasin website
www.tulesgma.com. Notice and Agendas will also be provided by ETGSA.

Background: 

ETGSA is a member of the Tule Subbasin MOU Group. This group consists of the various GSAs 
overlying the Tule Subbasin. More information can be found at: www.tulesgma.com 

http://www.tulesgma.com/
http://www.tulesgma.com/
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The Tule Subbasin GSAs have collectively engaged and contracted TH&Co to undertake various 
scopes of work to assist them in the completion of their GSPs, Coordination Agreement, and 
various technical matters that must be addressed in a coordinated Subbasin manner. 
Additionally, David De Groot/4Creeks serves as the Tule Subbasin Coordinator. Lower Tule River 
Irrigation District serves as Fiscal Agent to the Tule Subbasin MOU Group. 

Fiscal Impact: 

• N/A

Attachments: 

• N/A
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Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Jan-March Apr-June July-Sept Oct-Dec

1 Subbasin Meetings/Administration/Grants/Outreach
Managers, TAC, SWRCB, DWR, Stakeholder, 4Creeks Grant Management

2 Monitoring
Semi-Annual GWQ & GWL, Annual Land Sudsidence Monitoring, Lab fees

3 Groundwater Sustainability Plan Annual Reports
Collect data from SW & municipal districts. Prepare Draft & Final Annual Reports

4 Tech./ Admin. Support for Coordination Agreement 780,000$    996,220$          249,055$      249,055$      249,055$      249,055$      

TH&Co Model Update, Revisions to Coordination Agreements, Goverance Restructure 260,000$    476,220$          119,055$      119,055$      119,055$      119,055$      

5 Data Management System
Monitoring Data Management, Data Reports, DMS Hosting

6 WaterSmart Grant Application
Prepare and Submit GFM Update Grant Application (up to $400k)

814,650$        986,465$    1,801,115$     499,354$      401,203$      401,203$      499,354$      

466,465$    1,281,115$     369,354$      271,203$      271,203$      369,354$      

2,986$           2,986$           2,986$           2,986$           

15,294$        15,294$        15,294$        15,294$        

140,484$      67,753$        67,753$        140,484$      

45,365$        19,945$        19,945$        45,365$        

46,170$        46,170$        46,170$        46,170$        

Task Description
4Creeks 

Cost 
Estimate

TH&Co 
Cost 

Estimate

Total Cost 
Estimate

Totals

216,220$        

50,840$           79,780$       

-$                    11,945$       11,945$             

122,760$        61,920$       184,680$          

363,655$        52,820$       416,475$          

130,620$          

61,175$             -$                61,175$           



GSA
Percentage of 

Subbasin 
Acreage

4Creeks TH&Co Total Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Alpaugh ID 3.03% 24,684$  29,852$  54,536$  15,130$                  12,156$                  12,156$                  15,130$                  

Delano-Earlimart ID 12.06% 98,247$  118,934$                    217,181$                    60,222$                  48,385$                  48,385$                  60,222$                  

Eastern Tule 31.00% 252,542$   305,789$   558,331$   154,800$               124,373$               124,373$               154,800$               

Kern-Tulare WD 1.81% 14,745$  17,843$  32,589$  9,038$                     7,262$                     7,262$                     9,038$                     

Lower Tule River ID 22.01% 179,304$                    217,164$                    396,469$                    109,908$               88,305$                  88,305$                  109,908$               

Pixley ID 14.70% 119,754$                    144,992$                    264,745$                    73,405$                  58,977$                  58,977$                  73,405$                  

Tri-County WD 14.47% 117,880$                    142,757$                    260,637$                    72,257$                  58,054$                  58,054$                  72,257$                  

Teapot Dome WD 0.63% 5,132$  6,246$  11,379$  3,146$                     2,528$                     2,528$                     3,146$                     

Vandalia WD 0.29% 2,362$  2,886$  5,249$  1,448$                     1,163$                     1,163$                     1,448$                     

100.00% 814,650$                    986,465$                    1,801,115$               499,354$               401,203$               401,203$               499,354$               

GSA
Percentage of 

Subbasin 
Acreage

4Creeks TH&Co Total Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Alpaugh ID 3.03% 24,684$  14,134$  38,818$  11,191$                  8,217$                     8,217$                     11,191$                  

Delano-Earlimart ID 12.06% 98,247$  56,256$  154,502$                    44,544$                  32,707$                  32,707$                  44,544$                  

Eastern Tule 31.00% 252,542$   144,604$                    397,146$   114,500$               84,073$                  84,073$                  114,500$               

Kern-Tulare WD 1.81% 14,745$  8,443$  23,188$  6,685$                     4,909$                     4,909$                     6,685$                     

Lower Tule River ID 22.01% 179,304$                    102,669$                    281,973$                    81,295$                  59,692$                  59,692$                  81,295$                  

Pixley ID 14.70% 119,754$                    68,570$  188,324$                    54,295$                  39,867$                  39,867$                  54,295$                  

Tri-County WD 14.47% 117,880$                    67,497$  185,377$                    53,446$                  39,243$                  39,243$                  53,446$                  

Teapot Dome WD 0.63% 5,132$  2,939$  8,071$  2,327$                     1,709$                     1,709$                     2,327$                     

Vandalia WD 0.29% 2,362$  1,353$  3,715$  1,071$                     786$  786$  1,071$                     

100.00% 814,650$                    466,465$                    1,281,115$               369,354$               271,203$               271,203$               369,354$               

With Groundwater Flow Model Update

Without Groundwater Flow Model Update



Tule Subbasin Technical Advisory Committee Table 1

Principal 

Hydro-

Geologist

Associate

Hydro-

geologist

Senior

Hydro-

geologist

Project 

Geologist

Staff

Geo-

scientist

Graphics Clerical

$220/hr $190/hr $160/hr $135/hr $115/hr $100/hr $80/hr Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

1 Administration/Coordination

1.1 24 24 20 20 $14,840 $14,840 $3,710 $3,710 $3,710 $3,710

1.2 96 48 24 24 $37,320 $37,320 $9,330 $9,330 $9,330 $9,330

1.3 40 12 $9,760 $9,760 $2,440 $2,440 $2,440 $2,440

Subtotal Task 1  $61,920 $0 $61,920 $15,480 $15,480 $15,480 $15,480

2 Groundwater Level Monitoring

2.1
4 16 256

$32,880 $4,500 $37,380 $9,345 $9,345 $9,345 $9,345

2.2 8 28 80 $15,440 $15,440 $3,860 $3,860 $3,860 $3,860

Subtotal Task 2  $48,320 $4,500 $52,820 $13,205 $13,205 $13,205 $13,205

3 Tule Subbasin Annual Report

3.1 12 1 16 32 160 $28,110 $28,110 $7,028 $7,028 $7,028 $7,028

3.2 2 1 8 16 32 $7,750 $7,750 $1,938 $1,938 $1,938 $1,938

3.3 2 4 16 40 16 $11,000 $11,000 $2,750 $2,750 $2,750 $2,750

3.4 6 24 16 32 $11,000 $11,000 $2,750 $2,750 $2,750 $2,750

3.5 14 10 40 24 44 16 8 $21,920 $21,920 $5,480 $5,480 $5,480 $5,480

Subtotal Task 3 $79,780 $0 $79,780 $19,945 $19,945 $19,945 $19,945

Download Pressure Transducers Quarterly

Transducer Troubleshooting and Set Up Telemetry

General Project Management

Process land subsidence data, prepare maps with 

benchmark survey and DWR InSAR data, and 

update tables for land subsidence RMSs

Prepare groundwater extraction, surface water 

supplies, and total water use tables 

Prepare groundwater storage analysis of the upper 

aquifer and lower aquifer

Prepare and compile the Annual Report text, figures, 

tables, appendices, and attachments

Cost Estimate for Hydrogeological Services

Tule Subbasin 2025

Approximate Cost by QuarterTotal 

Labor

Reim-

bursable 

Expenses

Total Cost
Task/

Subtask
Description

Preparation for and Attendance at Manager 

Meetings (Assume 12; 6 remote attendance; 6 in 

person)

Preparation for and Attendance at TAC Meetings 

(Assume 4; 2 in person)

Process groundwater level data, prepare 

groundwater contours maps for Spring and Fall of 

both the Upper and Lower Aquifers (four total maps), 

and update hydrographs and tables for RMS wells

1 of 3 30-May-25

Agenda Item #8.b
Exhibit B



Tule Subbasin Technical Advisory Committee Table 1

Principal 

Hydro-

Geologist

Associate

Hydro-

geologist

Senior

Hydro-

geologist

Project 

Geologist

Staff

Geo-

scientist

Graphics Clerical

$220/hr $190/hr $160/hr $135/hr $115/hr $100/hr $80/hr Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Cost Estimate for Hydrogeological Services

Tule Subbasin 2025

Approximate Cost by QuarterTotal 

Labor

Reim-

bursable 

Expenses

Total Cost
Task/

Subtask
Description

4 Supporting Technical Analyses for Coordination Agreement

4.a $30,000 $ 30,000 $ 7,500 $ 7,500 $ 7,500 $ 7,500

4.b $30,000 $ 30,000 $ 7,500 $ 7,500 $ 7,500 $ 7,500

4.c $30,000 $ 30,000 $ 7,500 $ 7,500 $ 7,500 $ 7,500

5 $30,000 $ 30,000 $ 7,500 $ 7,500 $ 7,500 $ 7,500

6 $10,000 $ 10,000 $ 2,500 $ 2,500 $ 2,500 $ 2,500

7 $5,000 $ 5,000 $ 1,250 $ 1,250 $ 1,250 $ 1,250

1 $0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0

2 $25,000 $ 25,000 $ 6,250 $ 6,250 $ 6,250 $ 6,250

3 $30,000 $ 30,000 $ 7,500 $ 7,500 $ 7,500 $ 7,500

4 $10,000 $ 10,000 $ 2,500 $ 2,500 $ 2,500 $ 2,500

2 $10,000 $ 10,000 $ 2,500 $ 2,500 $ 2,500 $ 2,500

1 $40,000 $ 40,000 $ 10,000 $ 10,000 $ 10,000 $ 10,000

1 $520,000 $ 520,000 $ 130,000 $ 130,000 $ 130,000 $ 130,000

1 $10,000 $ 10,000 $ 2,500 $ 2,500 $ 2,500 $ 2,500

Subtotal Task 3  $ 780,000 $ 780,000 $ 195,000 $ 195,000 $ 195,000 $ 195,000

Dashboard Component #6 – Groundwater Flow Model Update

Other

State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and 

SWRCB Staff Meetings

Update Groundwater Flow Model
2

Dashboard Component #1 – Governance Restructure

Dashboard Component #2 – Mitigation Plan

Dashboard Component #3 – Land Subsidence SMC Coordination

Technical Support to Establish SMCs in the 

Southern Land Subsidence Study Area (SLSSA)

West Subbasin Land Subsidence Management Plan 

(WSLSMP)

Update Monitoring Plan and Subbasin Setting 

(Attachments 1 and 2 to the Coordination 

Agreement)

Dashboard Component #4 – Water Quality SMC Coordination

Dashboard Component #5 – Interconnected Surface Water SMC Development

Edits to Attachment 6 to the Coordination Agreement

Support to Fill Data Gaps

Stakeholder Outreach and Workshops

Develop Standard Criteria for Determining Probable 

Cause of Impact

Edits to Attachment 4 to the Coordination Agreement

Small Community and Municipal Well Risk 

Assessment and Plans

Friant-Kern Canal Land Subsidence Management 

Plan (LSManP)
1

Critical Infrastructure Risk Assessment due to Land 

Subsidence

Non-Drinking Water Wells Risk Assessment and 

Cost Estimates

2 of 3 30-May-25



Tule Subbasin Technical Advisory Committee Table 1

Principal 

Hydro-

Geologist

Associate

Hydro-

geologist

Senior

Hydro-

geologist

Project 

Geologist

Staff

Geo-

scientist

Graphics Clerical

$220/hr $190/hr $160/hr $135/hr $115/hr $100/hr $80/hr Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Cost Estimate for Hydrogeological Services

Tule Subbasin 2025

Approximate Cost by QuarterTotal 

Labor

Reim-

bursable 

Expenses

Total Cost
Task/

Subtask
Description

5

5.1 $ 11,945 $ 11,945 $ 2,986 $ 2,986 $ 2,986 $ 2,986

1 TH&Co work on the ETGSA LSManP is currently funded by ETGSA Total  $ 981,965 $ 4,500 $ 986,465 $ 246,616 $ 246,616 $ 246,616 $ 246,616

2 See Attachment A for full scope of work; Cost shown is for 2025 services of scope of work only.

Alpaugh Irrigation District $7,463.03 $7,463.03 $7,463.03 $7,463.03

Delano-Earlimart Irrgation District $29,733.61 $29,733.61 $29,733.61 $29,733.61

Eastern Tule $76,447.29 $76,447.29 $76,447.29 $76,447.29

Kern-Tulare Water District $4,460.84 $4,460.84 $4,460.84 $4,460.84

Lower Tule River Irrigation District $54,291.01 $54,291.01 $54,291.01 $54,291.01

Pixley Irrigation District $36,247.98 $36,247.98 $36,247.98 $36,247.98

Tri-County Water Authority $35,689.34 $35,689.34 $35,689.34 $35,689.34

Teapot Dome Water District $1,561.60 $1,561.60 $1,561.60 $1,561.60

Vandalia Water District $721.57 $721.57 $721.57 $721.57

Total $246,616 $246,616 $246,616 $246,616

$2,886.30

$986,465

GSA

Cost Allocation of Hydrogeological Services

0.29%

100.00%

$29,852.11

$118,934.44

$305,789.16

$17,843.38

$217,164.06

$144,991.91

$142,757.37

$6,246.40

31.00%

1.81%

22.01%

14.70%

14.47%

0.63%

Percentage Relative to 

Subbasin Area

GSA Allocation of 

Hydrogeological Services 

Cost

3.03%

12.06%

WaterSmart Grant Application

Prepare Grant Application

GSA Allocation of Hydrogeological Services Cost

by Quarter
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