
EASTERN TULE  

GROUNDWATER 

SUSTAINABILITY 
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JOINT POWERS 

AUTHORITY 

 

MINUTES OF THE  

ETGSA STAKEHOLDER COMMITTEE 

HELD MAY 9, 2024               
   

At approximately, 2:02 p.m. on May 9, 20204, Chairman Bennett called to order the meeting of 

the Stakeholder Committee of the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint Powers 

Authority (“ETGSA”). 

 

Members Present:    Don Castle  David Hass 

     Jason Guthrie  John Gaugel 

     Armando Leal  Sopac Mulholland (Online) 

     Tom O’Sullivan William Bennett 

     James Parsons 

   

Members Absent:   Matthew Leider Julia Inestroza 

  

Others Present:   Rogelio Caudillo Amanda Carlson 

     David Payne  Bill Wallace 

     Doug Jackson  Ben Lewis 

     Matt Brady  Dalee Chang 

     John M. Domondon 

       

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Stakeholder Committee Chairman Bennett announced the public comment period. No public 

comment was made. 

                                              

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

General Manager Caudillo introduced the new finance controller. He also informed the 

Committee that the staff is working on the eleventh rules and regulations. There is an upcoming 

Board Study Session to review the Rules and Regulations.  

 

John M. Domondon provided a comment on the study session. 

 

Discussion ensued. 

 

Committee member Leal provided a comment on the timeline.  

 

*Committee member Hass arrived at 2:07pm.  

 



 

Discussion ensued.  

 

 

MINUTES 

 

Approve Minutes of the April 11, 2024 Stakeholder Committee Meeting  

 

General Manager Caudillo presented the Committee with the minutes of the April 11, 2024 

Stakeholder Committee Meeting for review. Attached to the Stakeholder Packet as Agenda Item 

#3a. 

 

Committee member O’Sullivan moved for the approval of the minutes of the April 11, 2024 

Stakeholder Meeting. The motion was seconded by Committee member Parsons, and the 

Committee unanimously approved the motion.  

 

 

POLICY ISSUES 

 

 Presentation and Review of TH&Co’s Land Subsidence 2022/23 Annual Report and 

Determination 

 

Ben Lewis from Thomas Harder & Co presented the Land Subsidence 2022/23 Annual Report 

and Determination.  

 

Committee member Castle provided a comment on existing wells.  

 

Mr. Lewis addressed the Stakeholder Committee on monitoring wells. 

 

Chair Bennett provided a comment on the increase of rain in the fall having an recharge effect on 

the lower aquifer.  

 

Discussion ensued. 

 

Committee member Gaugel provided a comment.  

 

Discussion ensued. 

 

Committee member Leal provided a comment on pumping in the lower aquifer.  

 

Discussion ensued regarding recharge on both the upper and lower aquifer.  

 

Committee member Parsons provided a comment on the Land Subsidence Management Area.  

 

Discussion ensued regarding Land IQ data comparison and pumping in the LSMA. 

 

 



 

Review the draft ETGSA Tenth Amended Rules and Regulations 

 

General Manager Caudillo presented the Committee with the draft ETGSA Tenth Amended 

Rules and Regulations. Attached to the Stakeholder Packet as Agenda Item #4a. 

 

Committee member Leal provided a comment on the water bucket priority.  

 

Discussion ensued. 

 

Committee member Gaugel and Committee member O’Sullivan provided a comment regarding 

notices on the LSMA Tier 2 compliance.  

 

Staff informed the Committee that landowners who were in Tier 2 of the LSMA had been 

notified in 2023 and those that are newly added to the Tier 2 Management Action are notified as 

well and would have time to report meter data in a timely manner. 

 

Matt Brady provided a comment on the Amended Rules and Regulations.  

 

Discussion ensued on meters.  

 

 Discussion and potential recommendation on appointment of Member & Alternate to 

Tule Subbasin Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 

 

General Manager Caudillo reported on the appointment of Member & Alternate to Tule Subbasin 

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) due to one of the current members representing ETGSA 

having stepped down.  

 

Discussion ensued on who to appoint as a member representing ETGSA.  

 

Committee member Castle moved for the approval of appointing Committee member O’Sullivan 

and Steve Etchegaray to the Tule Subbasin Technical Advisory Committee (TAC). The motion 

was seconded by Committee member Guthrie, and the Committee unanimously approved the 

motion. 

 

 ETGSA Multi Land Repurposing Program Update 

 

General Manager Caudillo presented the Committee with the updates for the Land Subsidence 

Management Area. 

 

Committee member Castle provided a comment. 

 

Discussion ensued.  

 

 

NEXT MEETING 

 



 

 Next Regular Meeting- Thursday, June 13, 2024 at the Transit Multi-Purpose Center (15 

E. Thurman Ave, Suite D, Porterville, CA) 

 

The next meeting of the ETGSA Stakeholder Committee shall be set for Thursday, June 13, 2024 

at 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

ADJOURMENT 

 

Since there was no further business to come before the committee, Chairman Bennett adjourned 

the meeting at approximately 3:58 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

_________________________________ 

Rogelio Caudillo, Secretary to the Board 


