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AGENDA 

Action items are listed in bold. 

 

1. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda. Under state law, 
matters presented under this item cannot be discussed or acted upon by the Committee at this time. For 
items appearing on the agenda, the public is invited to make comments at the time the item comes up for 
Committee consideration. Any person addressing the Committee will be limited to a maximum of three (3) 
minutes or the Chairman’s discretion. At all times, please state your name for the record. 
 

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

3. MINUTES 
 

a. ACTION – Approve the October 12, 2023, Meeting of the ETGSA Stakeholder Committee 
Minutes. 

b. ACTION – Approve the January 18, 2024, Meeting of the ETGSA Joint Stakeholder-
Executive Committee Minutes. 
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4. POLICY ISSUES 
 

a. Presentation and update by LandIQ on ET in ETGSA.  
b. Updates from the Board of Directors Meetings. 
c. Discussion regarding the development of a plan for ETGSA as part of the Multi Land 

Repurposing Program (MLRP). 
d. Land Subsidence Management Area Updates 

 
5. NEXT MEETING DATE 

 
a. Next Regular Stakeholder Committee Meeting– Thursday, March 14, 2024, at 2pm. 

 
6. ADJOURMENT 

 
A person with a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 may request the ETGSA to provide a 
disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in any public meeting. Such assistance includes 
appropriate alternative formats for the agendas and agenda packets used for any public meetings of the GSA. Requests for 
such assistance and for agendas and agenda packets shall be made in person, by telephone, facsimile, or written 
correspondence to the General Manager of the ETGSA at (559) 781-7660, at least 48 hours before a public meeting. 



EASTERN TULE 
GROUNDWATER 
SUSTAINABILITY 
AGENCY  
JOINT POWERS 
AUTHORITY 

MINUTES OF THE  
ETGSA STAKEHOLDER COMMITTEE 

HELD OCTOBER 12, 2023              

At approximately, 2:03 p.m. on October 12, 2023, Chairman Bennett called to order the meeting 
of the Stakeholder Committee of the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint 
Powers Authority (“ETGSA”). 

Members Present: Don Castle John Gaugel 
Jason Guthrie Armando Leal 
Matthew Watkins William Bennett 

Members Absent: Matthew Leider James Parsons 

Others Present: Rogelio Caudillo Sopac Mulholland (Online) 
Dalee Chang  Susan Long 
David Payne  Julia Inostroza (Online) 
Don Tucker  Sean Geivet 
Ruben Longoria Tom O’Sullivan (Online) 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Stakeholder Committee Chairman Bennett announced the public comment period. No public 
comment was made. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

General Manager Caudillo announce that application for Stakeholder Committee seats for the 
next year staggering 2-year seats coming up year 2024-2026 is due December 2024. 

Committee member Guthrie provided a comment. 

Discussion ensued. 

MINUTES 

Approve Minutes of the August 10, 2023 & September 14, 2023 Stakeholder Committee 
Meeting  

TO BE APPROVED



 
The Stakeholder Committee is one member short of a quorum. The Committee decided to go 
ahead and table Action Item #3a-b till a quorum of the Committee was present.  
 
 
POLICY ISSUES 
 

Presentation on Revised Methodology and Revised Sustainable Management 
 
Don Tucker from 4Creeks presented to the Committee with the presentation on Revised 
Methodology and Revised Sustainable Management from Tom Harder. Attach to the Stakeholder 
packet as Agenda Item #4a. 
 
Committee member Leal provided a comment on the model forecasted change in groundwater 
level between 2022 and 2040.  
 
Discussion ensued.  
 
Chair Bennett provided a comment regarding potential well impact. 
 
*Committee member Gaugel arrived at 2:17pm.  
 
Discussion ensued on impacted wells, data complication, and deconstructed well, and those that 
already connected to the City of Porterville.  
 
Committee member O’Sullivan provided a comment on domestic wells outside the City of 
Porterville. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding worst case scenarios and connecting to the City of Porterville along 
with surrounding water system.  
 
Committee member Gaugel provided a comment. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
Committee member Watkins provided a comment on the minimum threshold.  
 
Discussion ensued.  
 
Committee member Watkins recommended approval to the Board of the revised methodology 
not to reduce transitional pumping by keeping current methodology baseline scheduled to 0% 
reduction. The motion was seconded by Committee member Castle.  
 
Committee member Mulholland provided a comment on Tier 1 Transitional. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding Tier 1 Transitional rates.  

TO BE APPROVED



 
The Stakeholder Committee unanimously approved the motion.  
 
 
MINUTES 
 

Approve Minutes of the August 10, 2023 & September 14, 2023 Stakeholder Committee 
Meeting  
 
General Manager Caudillo presented the Committee with minutes of the August 10, 2023 and 
September 14, 2023 Stakeholder Committee Meeting for review. Attached to the Stakeholder 
packet as Agneda Item #3a-b.  
 
Committee member Leal moved for the approval of the minutes of the August 10, 2023 and 
September 14, 2023 Stakeholder Committee Meeting. The motion was seconded by Committee 
Guthrie, and the Committee unanimously approved the motion.  
 
 
POLICY ISSUES 
 
 Review and discussion on ETGSA WY202324 groundwater allocations 
 
General Manager Caudillo presented the Committee with the Technical Memorandum on the 
Eastern Tule GSA Water Year 2024 Groundwater Allocations. Attached to the Stakeholder 
packet as Agenda Item #4b.  
 
Chair Bennett provided a comment on Tier 1 allocation.  
 
Discussion ensued.  
 
 Discussion regarding Water Bucket Prioritization 
 
General Manager Caudillo presented the Committee with the report regarding Water Bucket 
Prioritization. Attached to the Stakeholder packet as Agenda Item #4c. 
 
Committee member O’Sullivan provided a comment regarding landowner activity on Basinsafe.  
 
Discussion ensued on the Water Bucket.  
 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
 Next Regular Meeting- Thursday, November 9, 2023 at the Transit Multi-Purpose Center 
(15 E. Thurman Ave, Suite D, Porterville, CA) 
 

TO BE APPROVED



The next meeting of the ETGSA Stakeholder Committee shall be set for Thursday, November 9, 
2023 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
ADJOURMENT 
 
Since there was no further business to come before the committee, Chairman Bennett adjourned 
the meeting at approximately 3:33 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
_________________________________ 
Rogelio Caudillo, Secretary to the Board 

TO BE APPROVED



EASTERN TULE  
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AGENCY  
JOINT POWERS 
AUTHORITY 

 
MINUTES OF THE  

ETGSA JOINT STAKEHOLDER & EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
HELD JANUARY 18, 2024               

   
At approximately, 2:01 p.m. on January 18, 2024, Chairman Bennett called to order the meeting 
of the Joint Stakeholder & Executive Committee of the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency Joint Powers Authority (“ETGSA”). 
 

Stakeholder Members Present:  Don Castle  Armando Leal 
     Jason Guthrie  John Gaugel 
     Julia Inestroza   

William Bennett  
      
     
Stakeholder Members Absent: Matthew Leider Sopac Mulholland (Online) 
     David Hass   Tom O’Sullivan (Online) 
     James Parsons 
      
Executive Members Present: Steve Etchegaray Sean Geivet 
     Nick Keller  John M. Domondon 
     Steve Kisling 
 
Executive Members Absent:  Glen Fowler  Eric Limas 
     Michael Knight Denise England 

  
Others Present:   Rogelio Caudillo Allison Tristao   

Susan Long   Johnny Amaral 
Dalee Chang  Anthony Moore 
Don Tucker  Andrew Heart 
Greg Guerrero  Tom Harder 
Aubrey Mauritson  Darien Key 
Matt Adams  David De Groot 
    

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Susan Long from Tule Basin Land and Water Conservation Trust provided a public comment on 
Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation (SALC).  
 
Johnny Amaral from Fraint Water Authority provided a comment on the Letter to the GSA.  
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

TO BE APPROVED



No announcement was made.  
 
POLICY ISSUES 
 

Updates on the ETGSA Land Subsidence Management Area 
 
Hydrogeological Consultant Harder presented the Committee with a presentation on the Annual 
Report Data in the last year regarding the water levels in comparison to the effects of the rain. 
Mr. Harder informed the Committee that a new monitoring well was placed along Deer Creek.   
 
Stakeholder Committee member Castle provided a comment on the Management Area regarding 
the Well Management.  
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
Stakeholder Chair Bennett provided a comment on having meters on wells.  
 
Staff informed the Committee that letters were sent to Landowners in the Management Zone Tier 
2 were notified of the restrictions and compliance requirements.  
 
Discussion ensued.  
 
Executive Chair Kisling provided a comment. 
 
Discussion ensued on the different well depths.  
 
Executive Committee member Geivet provided a comment.  
 
Discussion ensued.  

 
Review the draft ETGSA Tenth Amended Rules and Regulations 

 
General manager Caudillo presented the Committee with the Draft ETGSA Tenth Amended 
Rules and Regulations.  
 
Executive Chair Kisling provided a comment on the total amount of Tier 1 Transitional that will 
be expiring soon as of 2025.  
 
Don Tucker from 4Creeks provided the Committee with an estimate. 
 
Executive Committee member Etchegaray provided a comment.  
 
Stakeholder Committee member Inestroza provided a comment. 
 
Stakeholder Committee member Gaugel provided a comment on the 5-year extension on Tier 1. 
 

TO BE APPROVED



Executive Committee member Keller provided a comment.  
 
Discussion ensued.  
 
General Counsel Mauritson addressed the Committee with their concerns about the Tier 1 
extension including those that were already pre-purchased.  
 
Stakeholder Committee member Inestroza provided a comment on the ramp down schedule of 
the Tier 1 Transition. 
 
Executive Committee member Geivet provided a comment.  
 
Andrew Hart provided a comment. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the purpose of having a ramp down schedule of Tier 1 Transitional. 
 
STAKEHOLDER COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  Stakeholder Committee member 
Inestroza moved to recommend not to add additional language to the Rules and Regulations and 
to move forward with a robust water trading market. Stakeholder Committee Leal seconded. 
Discussion amongst the committee ensued. The Committee then unanimously voted to approve 
the motion.  
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: Executive Committee member Geivet 
moved to recommend not adding additional language to the Rules and Regulations and to move 
forward with a robust water trading market and to build up the water marketing platform. 
Executive Committee Domondon seconded. Discussion amongst the committee ensued. The 
Committee then voted to approve the motion with Executive Committee member Etchegaray 
opposed.  
 
Committee Chairs Bennett and Kisling opened discussion on the letter from Friant Water 
Authority and any additional recommendations to the ETGSA Rules and Regulations. 
 
Matt Adam addressed the Letter from Friant Water Authority to the Executive and Stakeholders 
Committee regarding recommended amendments to the Rules and Regulations. 
 
Don Tucker from 4Creeks address the Committee on fallowed land.  
 
Executive Committee member Geivet provided a comment regarding TBID.  
 
Stakeholder Committee member Guthrie provided a comment on transferable credits for 
landowners that have both White Area lands and lands in irrigation district.  
 
Discussion ensued.  
 
STAKEHOLDER COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: Stakeholder Committee member 
Guthrie moved not recommend the Friant Water Authority amendments to the Board. The 

TO BE APPROVED



motion was seconded by Stakeholder Committee member Castle. Discussion amongst the 
committee ensued. The Committee then unanimously voted to approve the motion.  
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: Executive Committee member 
Etchegaray moved to not recommend the Friant Water Authority amendments to the Board.  
Motion was not seconded. 
 
Discussion among the committees ensued.  
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
 Next Regular Stakeholder Committee Meeting- Thursday, February 8, 2024 at the Transit 
Multi-Purpose Center (15 E. Thurman Ave, Suite D, Porterville, CA) 
 
The next meeting of the ETGSA Stakeholder Committee shall be set for Thursday, February 8, 
2024 at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Next Regular Executive Committee Meeting- Thursday, April 18, 2024 at the Transit 
Multi-Purpose Center (15 E. Thurman Ave, Suite D, Porterville, CA) 
 
The next meeting of the ETGSA Stakeholder Committee shall be set for Thursday, February 8, 
2024 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
ADJOURMENT 
 
Since there was no further business to come before the committee, Chairman Bennett adjourned 
the meeting at approximately 3:58 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
_________________________________ 
Rogelio Caudillo, Secretary to the Board 

TO BE APPROVED
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Agenda Item 4.b 

Updates from the Board of Directors Meetings 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Stakeholder Committee 

Subject:   ETGSA Board of Directors Meeting 

Submitted By:   General Manager 

Recommended Action:  None  

Executive Summary:  

ETGSA Board of Directors meet on February 1, 2024:  

• Discussion on appointment of an Alternate for the ETGSA Finance Committee. 
• Approved 4Creeks Scope of Work for Land Subsidence Management Area landowner 

coordination and data collection.  
• Approved of Resolution 2024-1 to approve execution of a Section 215 Contract with the 

Bureau of Reclamation. 
• Review and discussion on Amended Joint Power Agreement.  
• Approved of Self-Help Enterprises Nondisclosure Agreement with ETGSA. 

Background:  

• n/a 

Fiscal Impact:  

• n/a 
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Agenda Item 4.c 

Discussion regarding the development of a plan for 
ETGSA as part of the Multi Land Repurposing Program 

(MLRP) 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Stakeholder Committee 

Subject:   ETGSA Multi Land Repurposing Program 

Submitted By:   General Manager 

Recommended Action:  N/A, for report purposes only. 

Executive Summary:  

The Tule Subbasin Mulitbenefit Land Repurposing Program (MLRP) will facilitate strategic land 
retirement, development of habitat resources, and protection and enhancement of water 
resources throughout the Tule Subbasin. The overarching goal of the Program is to support a 
transition to sustainable groundwater management while meeting economic, environmental, 
and social needs within the subbasin, in the understanding that these values are intrinsically 
linked to water resource management.  

Through public funding, growers can receive compensation for voluntarily converting irrigated 
farmland to uses such as habitat corridors, parks, groundwater recharge basins, and well-
managed rangeland. 

Join us in workshops and outreach activities as we collaborate with growers, landowners, and 
communities to understand Subbasin needs, find common ground on land repurposing options, 
and develop projects that reduce water demand. 

 
Background:  

The Tule Subbasin MLRP is a local collaborative effort that supports landowners, farmers, and 
communities with achieving groundwater sustainability by transitioning irrigated agriculture to 
alternative land uses, a practice known as land repurposing.  

Multi-benefit land repurposing is the practice of transitioning irrigated land to new uses that 
conserve water and deliver benefits to communities, the economy, and ecosystems. With 
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public funding, growers can be compensated for voluntarily transitioning formerly irrigated 
farmland to new uses, such as habitat corridors, parks, groundwater recharge basins, and well-
managed rangeland. 

Through workshops, advisory committees, and other outreach activities the Tule Subbasin 
MLRP is engaging with our growers, landowners, community members, conservation groups, 
academia and others to better understand what the Subbasin needs, to find common ground 
on land repurposing options, and identify and develop projects and plans to reduce water 
demand.  

Fiscal Impact:  

• n/a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 ETGSA Stakeholder Committee  
 February 8, 2024 

 
 

Agenda Item 4.d 

Land Subsidence Management Area Updates 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Stakeholder Committee 

Subject:   ETGSA Land Subsidence Management Area 

Submitted By:   General Manager 

Recommended Action:  None  

Executive Summary:  

Updates on the ETGSA Land Subsidence Management Area include the following: 

• Well canvassing staff from Tom Harder’s office went out and canvassed some of the Wells in the 
Land Subsidence Management Area tier 2 zones. 

• Letters and notifications sent out to landowners in the Tier 2 zones regarding restrictions.  
• ETGSA Board approved a Scope of Work from 4Creeks for Monitoring and Data Gathering. 
• Staff are looking into additional enforcement measures for non-compliance.  

Background:  

• n/a 

Fiscal Impact:  

• n/a 
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