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EASTERN TULE 
GROUNDWATER 
SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY, 
JPA 

Eric Borba 
Chairman 
Porterville Irrigation District 

Steve Kisling 
Vice-Chairman 
Saucelito Irrigation District 

Dennis Townsend 
County of Tulare 

Don Weyhrauch  
City of Porterville 

Matthew Leider 
Teapot Dome Water District 

Meeting of the Authority 
Board of Directors 

Thursday, November 2, 2023 
Convenes at 2:00 p.m. 

info@easterntulegsa.com 
www.easterntulegsa.com 

Geoffrey C. Galloway 
Terra Bella Irrigation District 

Dyson Schneider 
Vandalia Water District 

John Corkins 
White Area 

Aubrey Mauritson 
Legal Counsel 

Rogelio Caudillo 
General Manager 

Meeting Location: 
City of Porterville 

City Council Chambers 
291N. Main Street 

Porterville, CA 93257

Web Meeting Attendance Available for 
Interested Parties: 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85677739109  

Meeting ID: 856 7773 9109 
• +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)

AGENDA 
Action items are listed in bold. 

All items on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed for action, may be deliberated upon and may be subject to action by the 
Board of Directors. The Board of Directors may consider agenda items in any order. Materials related to an item on this agenda 
submitted to the Board of Directors after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection at the ETGSA Office, 
881 W. Morton Avenue, Suite D, Porterville, California, during normal business hours. 

1. PUBLIC COMMENT
At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda.  Under state law, matters presented 
under this item cannot be discussed or acted upon by the Board at this time.  For items appearing on the agenda, the public is 
invited to make comments at the time the item comes up for Board consideration.  Any person addressing the Board will be 
limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes or the Chairman’s discretion.  At all times, please use the microphone and state your 
name for the record. 

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS

3. CONSENT CALANDER

a. Approval of October 5, 2023 Meeting of the Board Minutes.
b. Approval of ratification of bills paid and approval of bills to be paid. (Materials to be

distributed on the day of the Board Meeting.)
c. Approval of Independent Auditor’s Report & Audited Financial Statements for the

year ended June 30, 2023.

4. ADMINISTRATION

mailto:info@easterntulegsa.com
http://www.easterntulegsa.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85677739109
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a. Report from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing.

5. GOVERNMENTAL AND LEGISLATIVE MATTERS

a. Report on State Advocacy efforts.

6. STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

a. Report on ongoing ETGSA outreach efforts.

7. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

a. Receive report from Finance Committee.
b. Receive report from Stakeholder Committee.
c. Receive report from Executive Committee

8. TULE SUBBASIN AND REGIONAL REPORTS AND ITEMS

a. ACTION – Consider Approval of Revised Methodology and Revised Sustainable
Management Criteria for Addressing DWR Comments.

b. Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task Items.

9. CLOSED SESSION:

a. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION:
[Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2)] 
Number of Potential Cases: Five 

b. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION
(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9) 
Setton Pistachio of Terra Bella, Inc. v. Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency 
Tulare County Superior Court Case No. VCU302028 

10. CLOSED SESSION ITEMS:

a. Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1

11. NEXT MEETING DATE

a. Next Regular Meeting – Thursday, December 7, 2023 at 2 p.m.

12. ADJOURNMENT

A person with a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 may request the ETGSA to provide a 
disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in any public meeting. Such assistance includes 
appropriate alternative formats for the agendas and agenda packets used for any public meetings of the GSA. Requests for 
such assistance and for agendas and agenda packets shall be made in person, by telephone, facsimile, or written 
correspondence to the General Manager of the ETGSA at (559) 781-7660, at least 48 hours before a public meeting. 



ETGSA Board Meeting 
November 2 , 2023 

Agenda Item 3.a-c 

Consent Calendar 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Consent Calendar 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: Move to approve items under the Consent Calendar, approval of 
items may be made in one motion. 

Executive Summary: 

• Approval of October 5, 2023 Meeting of the Board Minutes.
• Approval of Ratification of bills paid and approval of bills to be paid.
• Approval of Independent Auditor’s Report & Audited Financial Statements for the year

ended June 30, 2023.

Attachments: 

• Exhibit A: October 5, 2023 Meeting of the Board Minutes.
• Exhibit B: ETGSA Financial Statements (Unaudited).
• Exhibit C: Independent Auditor’s Report & Audited Financial Statements for the  year ended

June 30, 2023.
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MINUTES OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

MEETING HELD OCTOBER 5, 2023 

At approximately 2:00 p.m. on October 5, 2023, at the City of Porterville, Council Chambers, 
Chairman Eric Borba called to order the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Eastern Tule 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint Powers Authority (“ETGSA”).  The meeting was also 
conducted remotely for members of the public.  

Members Present:  Eric Borba John Corkins  
Steve Kisling   Matthew Leider 
Don Weyrauch Dyson Schneider 
Dennis Townsend Geoff Galloway 

Members Absent:  Curt Holmes 

Others Present: Aubrey Mauritson Rogelio Caudillo 
Micheal Knight Andrew Hart 
David De Groot Susan Long 
Nick Sahota  Ralph Pistoresi 
Don Davis  Thomas Harder 
Tien Tran Ashley Walker 
Anthony Moore Ashdeep Singh 

CLOSED SESSION 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
[Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(2)] 
Number of Potential Cases:  Seven 

The Board of Directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2), met with General Counsel Aubrey Mauritson regarding seven potential items of 
anticipated litigation.  

Consent Calender:
Item A
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 CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION 
[Paragraph (1) of Subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9] 
Setton Pistachio of Terra Bella, Inc. v. Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Tulare County Superior Court Case No. VCU302028 

 
The Board of Directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(1), met with General Counsel Aubrey Mauritson regarding existing litigation named 
above.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Chairman Borba announced the public comment period.  Susan Long provided public comment.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
General Manager Caudillo advised that the period for applying to the Stakeholder Committee is 
still open, and the due date for applications is December 1, 2023.  Mr. Caudillo also announced 
that staff is working towards obtaining a 215 contract with the Bureau of Reclamation for flood 
water, and that the contract will appear as an item on a future agenda.     
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 Staff Report on Groundwater Extraction Fee and Water Rate Study 
 
General Manager Caudillo provided a report on the Groundwater Extraction Fee and Water Rate 
Study. Attached to the Board packet as Agenda Item #5a is a copy of his staff report and the water 
rate study.  
 
 Public Hearing on Groundwater Extraction Fee. Written Protests by Individuals Will be 
 Accepted up Until the End of the Hearing. Protests Submitted After the Hearing has 
 Concluded Will Not be Considered 
 
At approximately 3:08 p.m., Chairman Borba opened the public hearing.  Public comment was 
received from Ralph Pistoresi and Nick Sahota.  Additional public comment was received from 
Arshdeep Singh. 
 
 A short break period was held following public comment to allow submissions of protests. 
 
 Close Public Hearing, Report on Status of Written Protests  
 
At approximately 3:35p.m., Chairman Borba closed the public hearing.  
 
 Consider Approval of Resolution 2023-03, Setting Groundwater Extraction Fee 
 
General Manager Caudillo announced that protests received at the close of the public hearing were 
less than 2,000 acres.   
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General Counsel Mauritson announced that the protests received do not amount to a majority of 
the acreage within the area being assessed the groundwater extraction fee. As a result, the election 
passes. Attached to the Board packet as Agenda Item #5d is a copy of the Resolution setting 
groundwater.  

Director Corkins moved to adopt Resolution 2023-03, adopting the groundwater extraction fee for 
WY 2024. Director Leider seconded. 

Discussion ensued. 

The board unanimously approved the motion.   

CONSENT CALENDAR 

General Manager Caudillo referred the Board to Agenda Items #5a – #5c on the Consent Calendar 
portion of the agenda.  A copy of the Minutes of the September 7, 2023, Board Meeting is attached 
as Agenda Item #5a.  A copy of the financial statements is attached as Agenda Item #5b.  A copy 
of the letter to the County of Tulare Treasurer re: Petty Cash is attached as Agenda Item #5c.   

Director Corkins moved to approve Items #5a - #5c.  Director Kisling seconded. 

A call was made for public comment.  No public comment was received. 

The board unanimously approved the motion.   

ADMINISTRATION 

WY 2024 Sustainable Yield and Tier 1 Penalty Allocations  

Consulting Engineer David De Groot provided a report on WY 2024 Sustainable Yield and Tier 1 
Penalty Allocations. Attached to the Board packet as Agenda Item #7a Exhibit A is a copy of the 
WY 2024 allocations.   

Discussion ensued regarding allocation dates. 

Mr. De Groot continued with his report.   

Consider Approval of Resolution 2023-04 Establishing Tier 1 Penalty Rates 

Consulting Engineer De Groot provided a report on penalty rates. Pursuant to the FWA Settlement 
Agreement, the rate must be set no less than $286.00 per acre-foot for the Tier 1 Penalty Allocation. 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report.  His staff report attached as Agenda Item #7b. 

A copy of Resolution 2023-04, establishing the penalty allocation rates for WY 2024, is attached 
to the Board packet as Agenda Item #7b.  



4 

Discussion ensued regarding the rates.  

Public comment was received from Don Davis. 

Director Corkins moved to approve Resolution 2023-04 Establishing Tier 1 Penalty Rates, with 
the Tier 1 rate being $310 per acre-foot, and the Tier 2 rate remaining at $500 per acre-foot. 
Director Kisling seconded. 

Discussion ensued.  

The board unanimously approved the motion. 

Member Agency Calls for Funds 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on Member Agency Calls for Funds. Attached to the 
Board packet as Agenda Item #6c, a summary of the Calls for Funds.  

Director Corkins moved to approve the Member Agency Calls for Funds as presented in the agenda 
packet. Director Galloway seconded. 

A call was made for public comment.  No public comment was received. 

The board unanimously approved the motion. 

Consider Approval of Appointments to Finance Committee 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on the appointments to the Finance Committee. He 
advised that the representative for Kern-Tulare Water District has resigned.  The recommendation 
of the Finance Committee is that Director Leider become the standing committee member, with 
Director Galloway serving as alternate. 

Director Corkins moved to approve the slate as presented in the agenda packet.  Director Weyrauch 
seconded, and the motion was unanimously carried. 

Discussion Regarding Water Bucket Prioritization 

General Manager Caudillo provided report.  Attached to the Board packet as Agenda Item #6e is 
his staff report.  Mr. Caudillo made one point of clarification with respect to the Rules & 
Regulations:  The default priorities lock into place 30 days prior to the end of each quarter.  Mr. 
Caudillo noted that there has been some leniency in the enforcement of this rule, but that it and the 
other rules would be strictly enforced in the new water year.  

Discussion ensued. 
Report from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing 

Don Tucker of 4Creeks provided a report on ETGSA accounts and invoicing.   
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Attached to the Board packet as Agenda Item #6f is a copy of his report.   

Discussion ensued.   

GOVERNMETAL AND LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 

Report on State Advocacy Efforts 

Ashley Walker of Nossaman, LLP provided a report.  Attached to the Board packet as Agenda 
Item #7a is a copy of her report.   

Discussion ensued.   

STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Report on Ongoing ETGSA Outreach Efforts 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on ongoing outreach efforts and upcoming events. A 
copy of his report is attached to the Board packet as Agenda Item #8a. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

Receive Report from the Finance Committee 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached to the Board packet as 
Agenda Item #9a.   

Receive Report from the Stakeholder Committee 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached to the Board packet as 
Agenda Item #9b. 

Receive Report from Land Subsidence Monitoring Committee 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached to the Board packet as 
Agenda Item #9c. 

Discussion ensued regarding land subsidence management area parcels which are located within 
an irrigation district. 

Thomas Harder provided comment.   
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TULE SUBBASIN AND REGIONAL REPORTS AND ITEMS 

Presentation on Revised Methodology and Revised Sustainable Management Criteria for 
Addressing DWR Comments 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on revised methodology and revised sustainable 
management criteria for addressing DWR comments.  Attached to the Board packet as Agenda 
Item #10a is a copy of the presentation. 

Public comment was received from Tien Tran. 

Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task Items 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task 
Items.  Attached to the Board packet as Agenda Item #10b is a copy of the report. 

Discussion ensued.   

CLOSED SESSION ITEMS 

Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1 

Chairman Borba announced that there was no reportable action from closed session. 

NEXT MEETING DATE  

Next Regular Meeting – Thursday, November 2, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. 

The next regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the ETGSA Joint Powers Authority shall be 
held on November 2, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT  

There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Borba adjourned the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

___________________________ 
Rogelio Caudillo, General Manager 



Sep 30, 23

Beginning Balance 2,389,329.77
Cleared Transactions

Checks and Payments - 18 items -296,899.43
Deposits and Credits - 9 items 911,165.04

Total Cleared Transactions 614,265.61

Cleared Balance 3,003,595.38

Register Balance as of 09/30/2023 3,003,595.38

New Transactions
Checks and Payments - 16 items -835,202.45
Deposits and Credits - 6 items 1,276,571.15

Total New Transactions 441,368.70

Ending Balance 3,444,964.08

10:19 AM Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency

10/30/23 Reconciliation Summary
1100 · ETGSA  Uncommitted Cash, Period Ending 09/30/2023

Consent Calendar Item b



Type Date Num Name Clr Amount Balance

Beginning Balance 2,389,329.77
Cleared Transactions

Checks and Payments - 18 items
Bill Pmt -Check 08/08/2023 3484103 Rogelio J Caudillo X -1,758.70 -1,758.70
Bill Pmt -Check 08/23/2023 3486073 4Creeks, Inc. X -62,258.59 -64,017.29
Bill Pmt -Check 08/23/2023 3486067 Thomas Harder & C... X -10,126.87 -74,144.16
Bill Pmt -Check 08/23/2023 3486072 SJV Valley Blueprint X -7,500.00 -81,644.16
Bill Pmt -Check 08/23/2023 3486071 Topograph LLC X -2,700.00 -84,344.16
Bill Pmt -Check 08/23/2023 3486070 Rogelio J Caudillo X -1,981.58 -86,325.74
Bill Pmt -Check 08/23/2023 3486068 FIRST Insurance Fu... X -1,705.70 -88,031.44
Bill Pmt -Check 08/23/2023 3486069 Nossaman LLP X -775.00 -88,806.44
Bill Pmt -Check 09/13/2023 100914 Friant Water Authority X -141,784.71 -230,591.15
Bill Pmt -Check 09/13/2023 3488832 Terra Bella Irrigation... X -27,447.57 -258,038.72
Bill Pmt -Check 09/13/2023 3488833 Ruddell Stanton Bixl... X -15,530.00 -273,568.72
Bill Pmt -Check 09/13/2023 3488830 Land IQ X -10,199.90 -283,768.62
Bill Pmt -Check 09/13/2023 3488834 Rico Property Group... X -1,900.00 -285,668.62
Bill Pmt -Check 09/13/2023 3488829 FIRST Insurance Fu... X -1,705.70 -287,374.32
Bill Pmt -Check 09/13/2023 3488831 Rogelio J Caudillo X -1,599.77 -288,974.09
Bill Pmt -Check 09/13/2023 3488925 Anthony Moore X -439.00 -289,413.09
Bill Pmt -Check 09/13/2023 100915 OACYS Technology X -153.46 -289,566.55
General Journal 09/30/2023 ET 2024 01 X -7,332.88 -296,899.43

Total Checks and Payments -296,899.43 -296,899.43

Deposits and Credits - 9 items
Deposit 08/31/2023 X 4,222.38 4,222.38
Deposit 08/31/2023 X 155,807.37 160,029.75
Deposit 09/19/2023 X 2,158.22 162,187.97
Deposit 09/19/2023 X 138,404.56 300,592.53
Deposit 09/20/2023 X 2,251.05 302,843.58
Deposit 09/20/2023 X 7,588.51 310,432.09
Deposit 09/20/2023 X 561,482.21 871,914.30
Deposit 09/27/2023 X 20,292.86 892,207.16
Deposit 09/30/2023 X 18,957.88 911,165.04

Total Deposits and Credits 911,165.04 911,165.04

Total Cleared Transactions 614,265.61 614,265.61

Cleared Balance 614,265.61 3,003,595.38

Register Balance as of 09/30/2023 614,265.61 3,003,595.38

New Transactions
Checks and Payments - 16 items

Bill Pmt -Check 10/11/2023 101955 Friant Water Authority -655,363.46 -655,363.46
Bill Pmt -Check 10/11/2023 3492800 4Creeks, Inc. -65,835.21 -721,198.67
Bill Pmt -Check 10/11/2023 3492798 Terra Bella Irrigation... -39,908.56 -761,107.23
Bill Pmt -Check 10/11/2023 3492803 Ruddell Stanton Bixl... -22,146.00 -783,253.23
Bill Pmt -Check 10/11/2023 3492792 Thomas Harder & C... -16,648.06 -799,901.29
Bill Pmt -Check 10/11/2023 3492795 Land IQ -10,199.90 -810,101.19
Bill Pmt -Check 10/11/2023 3492796 Nossaman LLP -6,500.00 -816,601.19
Bill Pmt -Check 10/11/2023 3492801 Cuttone & Mastro C... -5,980.00 -822,581.19
Bill Pmt -Check 10/11/2023 3492793 Thomas Harder & C... -4,176.25 -826,757.44
Bill Pmt -Check 10/11/2023 Withdrawl Eastern Tule GSA -2,500.00 -829,257.44
Bill Pmt -Check 10/11/2023 3492804 Rico Property Group... -1,900.00 -831,157.44
Bill Pmt -Check 10/11/2023 3492794 FIRST Insurance Fu... -1,705.70 -832,863.14
Bill Pmt -Check 10/11/2023 3492797 Rogelio J Caudillo -1,586.12 -834,449.26
Bill Pmt -Check 10/11/2023 3492802 Cline's Business Eq... -547.88 -834,997.14
Bill Pmt -Check 10/11/2023 101956 OACYS Technology -155.31 -835,152.45
Bill Pmt -Check 10/11/2023 3492799 Topograph LLC -50.00 -835,202.45

Total Checks and Payments -835,202.45 -835,202.45

10:22 AM Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency

10/30/23 Reconciliation Detail
1100 · ETGSA  Uncommitted Cash, Period Ending 09/30/2023

Consent Calendar Item b



Type Date Num Name Clr Amount Balance

Deposits and Credits - 6 items
Deposit 10/06/2023 2,863.79 2,863.79
Deposit 10/06/2023 232,141.40 235,005.19
Deposit 10/11/2023 741,282.60 976,287.79
Deposit 10/18/2023 162,177.24 1,138,465.03
Deposit 10/25/2023 418.10 1,138,883.13
Deposit 10/25/2023 137,688.02 1,276,571.15

Total Deposits and Credits 1,276,571.15 1,276,571.15

Total New Transactions 441,368.70 441,368.70

Ending Balance 1,055,634.31 3,444,964.08

10:22 AM Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency

10/30/23 Reconciliation Detail
1100 · ETGSA  Uncommitted Cash, Period Ending 09/30/2023

Consent Calendar Item b



Nov 2, 23

ASSETS
Current Assets

Checking/Savings
1100 · ETGSA  Uncommitted Cash

1100.1 · ETGSA Transitional Fees 2,502,771.64
1100 · ETGSA  Uncommitted Cash - Other 942,192.44

Total 1100 · ETGSA  Uncommitted Cash 3,444,964.08

1310 · Petty Cash Account 2,500.00

Total Checking/Savings 3,447,464.08

Total Current Assets 3,447,464.08

TOTAL ASSETS 3,447,464.08

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable

2000 · Accounts Payable 1,302,505.56

Total Accounts Payable 1,302,505.56

Total Current Liabilities 1,302,505.56

Total Liabilities 1,302,505.56

Equity
32000 · Unrestricted Net Assets 2,787,555.31
33000 · Adj from Accrual to Cash basis -291,640.57
Net Income -350,956.22

Total Equity 2,144,958.52

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 3,447,464.08

7:58 AM Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency

11/02/23 Balance Sheet
As of November 2, 2023

Consent Calendar Item bBudget Basis

Please see FWA(Pg 19) report for outstanding Transitional receivable amount.  



Jul '23 - Jun 24 Budget $ Over Budget % of Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

Administrative Fees
5531; GW Extraction Fee 2,508.94 2,138,600.00 -2,136,091.06 0.1%
5531; Outstanding GWE Fees 19,874.18 110,130.67 -90,256.49 18.0%
5531; Recording Fee 835.81

Total Administrative Fees 23,218.93 2,248,730.67 -2,225,511.74 1.0%

Membership Contributions
5000;Call for Funds Income 7,588.51

Total Membership Contributions 7,588.51

Other
5835;Other Income 3,629.96 5,000,000.00 -4,996,370.04 0.1%

Total Other 3,629.96 5,000,000.00 -4,996,370.04 0.1%

Transitional Fees & Penalties
5805; Transitional Pumping Fee 1,562,115.68 20,100,000.00 -18,537,884.32 7.8%
5805 · Pre-Purchased Transitional 761,333.00

Total Transitional Fees & Penalties 2,323,448.68 20,100,000.00 -17,776,551.32 11.6%

Total Income 2,357,886.08 27,348,730.67 -24,990,844.59 8.6%

Gross Profit 2,357,886.08 27,348,730.67 -24,990,844.59 8.6%

Expense
Accounting

7043;Audit & Accounting Service 9,137.00 10,000.00 -863.00 91.4%
7043;Bank Service Charges 0.00 1,000.00 -1,000.00 0.0%

Total Accounting 9,137.00 11,000.00 -1,863.00 83.1%

Capital Expenditures
8300;Capital Office Expense 0.00 10,000.00 -10,000.00 0.0%

Total Capital Expenditures 0.00 10,000.00 -10,000.00 0.0%

Contigency
7432;Contigency 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%

Total Contigency 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%

Employee Expenses/Reimburseable
7004;Education Expense 439.00 1,000.00 -561.00 43.9%
7004;Uniforms & Apparel Expense 0.00 1,000.00 -1,000.00 0.0%
7073;Event Registration Expense 0.00 1,500.00 -1,500.00 0.0%
7074;ED Travel & Communication 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%
7074;GM Travel & Communication 4,531.25 14,500.00 -9,968.75 31.3%
7074;Mileage Reimbursement Expe 113.97 1,500.00 -1,386.03 7.6%
7074;Travel & Meal Expense 0.00 5,000.00 -5,000.00 0.0%

Total Employee Expenses/Reimburseable 5,084.22 24,500.00 -19,415.78 20.8%

Insurance
6015;WorkerCompensation Ins. 751.77 6,000.00 -5,248.23 12.5%
7010;GL/DO/Property/Auto/Other 8,410.36 20,000.00 -11,589.64 42.1%

Total Insurance 9,162.13 26,000.00 -16,837.87 35.2%

Membership Dues
7027;Blueprint for SJV Dues 7,500.00 5,000.00 2,500.00 150.0%
7027;Other General Assc. Dues 0.00 4,000.00 -4,000.00 0.0%

Total Membership Dues 7,500.00 9,000.00 -1,500.00 83.3%

7:59 AM Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency

11/02/23 Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual (unaudited)
July 2023 through June 2024

Budget Basis

Consent Calendar Item b



Jul '23 - Jun 24 Budget $ Over Budget % of Budget

Monitoring & Coordination
7400; FWA  Agreement Payments 2,114,338.30 20,000,000.00 -17,885,661.70 10.6%
7400; Well Mitigation Expenses 0.00 100,000.00 -100,000.00 0.0%
7407;Groundwater Monititor Exp. 45,269.61 250,000.00 -204,730.39 18.1%
7407;TuleSubbasin MOU Expense 43,183.84 100,000.00 -56,816.16 43.2%

Total Monitoring & Coordination 2,202,791.75 20,450,000.00 -18,247,208.25 10.8%

Office, Materials, Outreach
7005;Landline/Internet Expense 837.57 3,500.00 -2,662.43 23.9%
7036;General Software Expense 79.96 600.00 -520.04 13.3%
7036;Office Supplies & Equipmen 1,310.45 2,000.00 -689.55 65.5%
7036;Other Printing, Reproduct. 0.00 1,500.00 -1,500.00 0.0%
7036;Paper Expense 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%
7036;Postage & Delivery Expense 4,365.93 10,500.00 -6,134.07 41.6%
7036;Website, Email, & Domain 342.39 2,000.00 -1,657.61 17.1%
7043;Outreach & Meetings Expens 1,695.71 10,000.00 -8,304.29 17.0%
7059;Publication & Notices 0.00 2,000.00 -2,000.00 0.0%
7061;Printer Rental/Lease 1,119.77 4,000.00 -2,880.23 28.0%
7062;Property Lease Expense 7,400.00 24,000.00 -16,600.00 30.8%

Total Office, Materials, Outreach 17,151.78 60,100.00 -42,948.22 28.5%

Payroll & Benefits
6001;Salaries & Wages 88,441.56 300,000.00 -211,558.44 29.5%
6004;Benefits - DI, Life 115.76 7,000.00 -6,884.24 1.7%
6004;Benefits - HDV 10,947.10 30,000.00 -19,052.90 36.5%
6011;Benefits - Retirement 5,173.20 16,000.00 -10,826.80 32.3%
6012;Payroll Expense 7,391.77 20,000.00 -12,608.23 37.0%

Total Payroll & Benefits 112,069.39 373,000.00 -260,930.61 30.0%

Professional Services
7043; Admin Support Services 157,659.01 300,000.00 -142,340.99 52.6%
7043;ET Monitoring 40,799.60 145,000.00 -104,200.40 28.1%
7043;General Engineering Consul 35,442.85 100,000.00 -64,557.15 35.4%
7043;Grant & Project Services 4,522.50 5,000,000.00 -4,995,477.50 0.1%
7043;Hydrogeological Consultant 4,596.25 100,000.00 -95,403.75 4.6%
7043;Legal Services 73,056.00 400,000.00 -326,944.00 18.3%
7043;Other Professional Service 14,312.70 150,000.00 -135,687.30 9.5%
7043;State Advocacy Services 34,515.00 80,000.00 -45,485.00 43.1%

Total Professional Services 364,903.91 6,275,000.00 -5,910,096.09 5.8%

Total Expense 2,727,800.18 27,238,600.00 -24,510,799.82 10.0%

Net Ordinary Income -369,914.10 110,130.67 -480,044.77 -335.9%

Other Income/Expense
Other Income

Interest
4801;Interest Income 18,957.88

Total Interest 18,957.88

Total Other Income 18,957.88

Net Other Income 18,957.88

Net Income -350,956.22 110,130.67 -461,086.89 -318.7%

7:59 AM Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency

11/02/23 Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual (unaudited)
July 2023 through June 2024
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Type Date Memo Account Amount

Greater Tule Management Area
Deposit 10/06/2023 24 WY GW Extraction Fee(Overpa... 5531; GW Extraction Fee 2,508.94
Deposit 10/06/2023 21 WY GW Extraction Fee 5531; Outstanding GWE Fees 48.48
Deposit 10/06/2023 22 WY GW Extraction Fee 5531; Outstanding GWE Fees 86.83
Deposit 10/06/2023 23 WY GW Extraction Fee 5531; Outstanding GWE Fees 179.54
Deposit 10/25/2023 21 WY GW Extraction Fee 5531; Outstanding GWE Fees 50.59
Deposit 10/25/2023 22 WY GW Extraction Fee 5531; Outstanding GWE Fees 90.60
Deposit 10/25/2023 23 WY GW Extraction Fee 5531; Outstanding GWE Fees 236.91
Deposit 10/06/2023 Recording fee - On Tier 1 balance 5531; Recording Fee 20.00
Deposit 10/06/2023 Recording fee - On GW Extraction ... 5531; Recording Fee 20.00
Deposit 10/25/2023 23 WY Recording fee on Tier 1 bal... 5531; Recording Fee 20.00
Deposit 10/25/2023 23 WY Recording fee on GW Bala... 5531; Recording Fee 20.00
Deposit 10/11/2023 23 WY Pre-purchased transitional 5805 · Pre-Purchased Transitional 662,106.24
Deposit 10/18/2023 2023 WY Pre-purchased Transitional 5805 · Pre-Purchased Transitional 85,200.00
Deposit 10/25/2023 2023 WY Pre-Purchased Transitio... 5805 · Pre-Purchased Transitional 14,026.76
Deposit 10/06/2023 WY 23 Tier 1 5805; Transitional Pumping Fee 112,790.60
Deposit 10/06/2023 WY 22 Tier 1 5805; Transitional Pumping Fee 119,350.80
Deposit 10/11/2023 23 WY Tier 1 5805; Transitional Pumping Fee 79,176.36
Deposit 10/18/2023 2021 WY Tier 1 5805; Transitional Pumping Fee 68.60
Deposit 10/18/2023 2022 WY Tier 1 5805; Transitional Pumping Fee 60,797.49
Deposit 10/18/2023 2023 WY Tier 1 5805; Transitional Pumping Fee 16,111.15
Deposit 10/25/2023 2022 WY Tier 1 5805; Transitional Pumping Fee 79,541.86
Deposit 10/25/2023 2023 WY Tier 1 5805; Transitional Pumping Fee 44,119.40

Total Greater Tule Management Area 1,276,571.15

TOTAL 1,276,571.15

1:01 PM Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency

11/01/23 Recent Income by Customer Detail (Unaudited)
October 6 through November 2, 2023

1,273,289.26

(7,332.88)Less: Bounced check from prior period 
Total Tier 1 Collected this period 1,265,956.38
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Type Num Date Name Memo Account Paid Amount

Bill Pmt -Check Withdrawl 10/11/2023 Eastern Tule GSA Withdraw for petty cash a... 1100 · ETGSA  Unco...

Bill 1052023 10/05/2023 Withdraw to petty cash acc... 1310 · Petty Cash Ac... -2,500.00

TOTAL -2,500.00

Bill Pmt -Check 101955 10/11/2023 Friant Water Authority Tier 1 Penalty Fee Portion... 1100.1 · ETGSA Tra...

Bill 10052023 10/05/2023 WY 23 Tier 1 Penalty Fee ... 7400; FWA  Agreeme... -655,363.46

TOTAL -655,363.46

Bill Pmt -Check 101956 10/11/2023 OACYS Technology October 15-November 14,... 1100 · ETGSA  Unco...

Bill 10012023 10/03/2023 October 15-November 14, ... 7005;Landline/Interne... -155.31

TOTAL -155.31

Bill Pmt -Check 3492792 10/11/2023 Thomas Harder & Co, Inc. Month of August 2023 sh... 1100 · ETGSA  Unco...

Bill 22-154-122.11 09/13/2023 Month of August 2023 shar... 7407;TuleSubbasin M... -16,648.06

TOTAL -16,648.06

Bill Pmt -Check 3492793 10/11/2023 Thomas Harder & Co, Inc. Hydrogeological Consulti... 1100 · ETGSA  Unco...

Bill 22-184-105.7 09/13/2023 Hydrogeological Consulting... 7043;Hydrogeological... -4,176.25

TOTAL -4,176.25

Bill Pmt -Check 3492794 10/11/2023 FIRST Insurance Funding November 2023 General I... 1100 · ETGSA  Unco...

Bill 11012023 09/20/2023 Workers comp insurance 6015;WorkerCompen... -131.34
General Insurance 7010;GL/DO/Property... -1,574.36

TOTAL -1,705.70

Bill Pmt -Check 3492795 10/11/2023 Land IQ October 2023 Evapotrans... 1100 · ETGSA  Unco...

Bill 5658 10/03/2023 October 2023 Evapotranspi... 7043;ET Monitoring -10,199.90

TOTAL -10,199.90

Bill Pmt -Check 3492796 10/11/2023 Nossaman LLP State Advocacy services ... 1100 · ETGSA  Unco...

Bill 552164 09/08/2023 State Advocacy services re... 7043;State Advocacy ... -6,500.00

TOTAL -6,500.00

Bill Pmt -Check 3492797 10/11/2023 Rogelio J Caudillo September Reimbursement 1100 · ETGSA  Unco...

Bill 92023 10/05/2023 September Reimbursement... 7074;GM Travel & Co... -1,134.06
September Reimbursement... 7036;Website, Email,... -54.00
September Reimbursement... 7043;Outreach & Me... -16.95
September General office s... 7036;Office Supplies ... -361.12
Office Adobe Subscription 7036;General Softwar... -19.99

TOTAL -1,586.12

Bill Pmt -Check 3492798 10/11/2023 Terra Bella Irrigation Distric... September 2023 1100 · ETGSA  Unco...

Bill 161 10/03/2023 September ESA (RC Salary) 6001;Salaries & Wages -15,000.00
September ESA( Payroll ta... 6012;Payroll Expense -2,597.71
September ESA( HVD Ben... 6004;Benefits - HDV -3,125.52
September ESA(Retirement) 6011;Benefits - Retire... -1,724.40
September ESA(LI Benefits) 6004;Benefits - DI, Life -31.69
September ESA(DC Salary) 6001;Salaries & Wages -4,160.00
September ESA (Anthony ... 6001;Salaries & Wages -13,269.24

TOTAL -39,908.56

4:21 PM Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency

11/01/23 Bills Paid (unaudited)
October 6 through November 2, 2023
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Type Num Date Name Memo Account Paid Amount

Bill Pmt -Check 3492799 10/11/2023 Topograph LLC Website Services August ... 1100 · ETGSA  Unco...

Bill 3030 09/07/2023 Website Services August 1... 7036;Website, Email,... -50.00

TOTAL -50.00

Bill Pmt -Check 3492800 10/11/2023 4Creeks, Inc. August 2023 Services 1100 · ETGSA  Unco...

Bill 29606 09/20/2023 Admin support/Basinsafe/... 7043; Admin Support ... -47,687.00
Technical Assistance 7043;General Engine... -6,871.25
annual Monitoring 7407;Groundwater M... -6,416.78
Landflex Grant Services 7043;Grant & Project ... -2,700.00
Outsourced invoice printing 7036;Postage & Deliv... -2,133.68
ETGSA subscription reimb... 7036;Website, Email,... -26.50

TOTAL -65,835.21

Bill Pmt -Check 3492801 10/11/2023 Cuttone & Mastro CPA's Progress bill for Audit of ... 1100 · ETGSA  Unco...

Bill 4009 10/04/2023 Progress bill for Audit of fia... 7043;Audit & Account... -5,980.00

TOTAL -5,980.00

Bill Pmt -Check 3492802 10/11/2023 Cline's Business Equipment... 7/12/2023-9/11/2023 Print... 1100 · ETGSA  Unco...

Bill 224248 09/12/2023 7/12/2023-9/11/2023 Printe... 7061;Printer Rental/L... -547.88

TOTAL -547.88

Bill Pmt -Check 3492803 10/11/2023 Ruddell Stanton Bixler Maur... 08/21/2023-9/19/2023 lega... 1100 · ETGSA  Unco...

Bill 162489 10/03/2023 08/21/2023-9/19/2023 legal... 7043;Legal Services -22,146.00

TOTAL -22,146.00

Bill Pmt -Check 3492804 10/11/2023 Rico Property Group LLC Office Lease(November 2... 1100 · ETGSA  Unco...

Bill 11012023 09/20/2023 Office Lease(November 20... 7062;Property Lease ... -1,850.00
Office Internet (November ... 7005;Landline/Interne... -50.00

TOTAL -1,900.00

4:21 PM Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency

11/01/23 Bills Paid (unaudited)
October 6 through November 2, 2023
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District 754 - Eastern Tule GSA JPA Date 11/2/2023

Vendor Name Amount
1 Nossaman LLP 6,500.00$    
2 Nossaman LLP 124.00$   
3 Thomas Harder and Company 4,878.19$    
4 Thomas Harder and Company 2,051.25$    
5 Rico Property Group LLC 1,900.00$    
6 First Insurance Funding 1,705.70$    
7 Cuttone and Masto CPA's 3,157.00$    
8 Friant Water Authority 1,152,020.31$   
9 Ruddell, Cochran, et al. 19,088.00$    

10 Ruddell, Cochran, et al. 356.00$   
11 Land IQ 10,199.90$    
12 4Creeks, Inc. 62,899.03$    
13 Terra Bella Irrigation District 28,552.02$    
14 Nossaman LLP 1,116.00$    
15 Nossaman LLP 6,500.00$    
16 Rogelio Caudillo 1,302.85$    
17 Oacy's Technology 155.31$   
18
19
20
21
22
23

Total 1,302,505.56$    

District's Approved Signature

Date
AUD-231

Claims Summary Sheet
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Type Date Num Memo Open Balance

4Creeks, Inc.
Bill 10/30/2023 30020 September 2023 Services 62,899.03

Total 4Creeks, Inc. 62,899.03

Cuttone & Mastro CPA's
Bill 10/24/2023 4026 Final bill for audit of financial statements as of and for ... 3,157.00

Total Cuttone & Mastro CPA's 3,157.00

FIRST Insurance Funding
Bill 10/19/2023 120120... December 2023 Workers comp and Gen Liab payment 1,705.70

Total FIRST Insurance Funding 1,705.70

Friant Water Authority
Bill 10/25/2023 11 02 2... Friant Portion of Tier 1 received 1,152,020.31

Total Friant Water Authority 1,152,020.31

Land IQ
Bill 10/29/2023 5713 November 2023 Evapotranspiration Analysis 10,199.90

Total Land IQ 10,199.90

Nossaman LLP
Bill 10/11/2023 553323 September 2023 State Advocacy services 6,500.00
Bill 10/11/2023 553322 Prepare request memo for for State Advocacy 09/21/2... 124.00
Bill 10/31/2023 554345  Filing services rendered October 2023 1,116.00
Bill 10/31/2023 554344 State Advocacy Services rendered October 2023 6,500.00

Total Nossaman LLP 14,240.00

OACYS Technology
Bill 11/01/2023 11.1.20... Hosted Voice Service and Fee (November 2023) 155.31

Total OACYS Technology 155.31

Rico Property Group LLC
Bill 10/19/2023 120120... Office Lease (December 2023) 1,900.00

Total Rico Property Group LLC 1,900.00

Rogelio J Caudillo
Bill 11/01/2023 102023 October 2023 Reimbursed expenses 1,302.85

Total Rogelio J Caudillo 1,302.85

Ruddell Stanton Bixler Mauritson&EvansLLP
Bill 10/25/2023 162538 General Legal Services rendered 09/22/2023-10/20/2... 19,088.00
Bill 10/25/2023 162539 Specified Legal Services rendered 09/28/2023-10/09/... 356.00

Total Ruddell Stanton Bixler Mauritson&EvansLLP 19,444.00

Terra Bella Irrigation District (AP)
Bill 10/31/2023 162 October 2023 Payroll 28,552.02

Total Terra Bella Irrigation District (AP) 28,552.02

Thomas Harder & Co, Inc.
Bill 10/11/2023 22-154... Month of September 2023 shared SGMA Compliance ... 4,878.19
Bill 10/11/2023 22-184... LSMZ monitoring and Hydrological consulting for mon... 2,051.25

Total Thomas Harder & Co, Inc. 6,929.44

TOTAL 1,302,505.56

5:11 PM Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency

11/01/23 Unpaid Bills Detail (Unaudited)
As of November 2, 2023
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ETGSA Finance Committee Meeting  
November 02, 2023 

Agenda Item 3.b 

Summary of Tier 1 Payment to Friant Water Authority 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Finance Committee 

Subject: Tier 1 Transitional Fees 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action:  Move to approve payment to Friant Water Authority of portion of 
Tier 1 Fees Collected per Settlement Agreement. 

Executive Summary: 

Penalty Payments: ETGSA shall pay ninety-one percent (91%) of Tier 1 and Tier 2 penalty 
monies received. ETGSA is entitled to keep the remaining nine percent (9%). 

Tier 1 Water fees collected for the period October 6, 2023 - November 02, 2023:  

 Pre-Purchased WY 22-23 Tier 1 Rate of $284.00 per acre foot
o Total Collected: $761,333.00
o ETGSA Portion (9%): $68,519.97
o FWA Portion (91%): $692,813.03

 WY22-23 Tier 1 Rate of $284.00 per acre foot
o Total Collected: $244,864.63**
o ETGSA Portion (9%): $22,037.82
o FWA Portion (91%): $222,826.81

**A check in the amount of $7,332.88 bounced.  Adjustment for this bounced check 
is offset in the 23 WY Total Collected balance 

 WY 21-22 Tier 1 Rate of $270.00 per acre foot
o Total Collected: $259,690.15
o ETGSA Portion (9%): $23,372.11
o FWA Portion (91%):$236,318.04

 WY 20-21 Tier 1 Rate of $245.00 per acre foot
o Total Collected: $68.60
o ETGSA Portion (9%): $6.17
o FWA Portion (91%): $62.43
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ETGSA Finance Committee Meeting  
November 02, 2023 

Current Estimated Tier 1 Remaining Balance: $1,956,215.19* 

WY 22-23 Tier 1 Q3 billable water usage amounted to $1,661,264.72* 

*These amounts are subject to variation due to landowner protest and may result in additional
adjustments. 

Background: 

 At the January 7, 2021 Meeting of the Board of Directors, the ETGSA board unanimously
approved a Settlement Agreement with Friant Water Authority and Arvin Edison Water Storage
District. Final Agreement was approved by all parties and made publicly available on January 18,
2021.

Fiscal Impact: 

Total collected in Tier 1 Transitional as of October 6, 2023 – November 2, 2023 by ETGSA amounts to 
$1,265,956.38 

 Total withheld of the 9% by ETGSA amounts to $113,936.07
o Total due payment to FWA per Settlement Agreement amounts to $1,152,020.31

Total Collected in Tier 1 Pre-purchase WY23 $761,333.00 

 Total withheld of the 9% by ETGSA amounts to $68,519.97
 Total 91% paid to FWA amounts to $692,813.03

Total Collected in Tier 1 for WY23 $1,101,735.32 

 Total withheld of the 9% by ETGSA amounts to $99,156.18
 Total 91% paid to FWA amounts to $1,002,579.14

Total collected in Tier 1 for WY22 $5,758,152.11 

 Total withheld of the 9% by ETGSA amounts to $518,233.69
 Total 91% paid to FWA amounts to $5,239,918.42

Total Collected in Tier 1 Pre-purchase WY22 $1,943,605.80 

 Total withheld of the 9% by ETGSA amounts to $174,924.52

• 91% paid to FWA for pre-purchase amounts to $1,768,681.28

Total Collected in Tier 1 for WY21 $1,660,677.84 

 Total withheld of the 9% by ETGSA amounts to $149,461.01
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ETGSA Finance Committee Meeting  
November 02, 2023 

 91% paid to FWA for Tier 1 WY21 amounts to $1,511,216.83

Total Collected in Tier 1 Pre-purchase WY21 $3,782,858.80 

 Total withheld of the 9% by ETGSA amounts to $340,457.29
 91% paid to FWA for pre-purchase amounts to $3,442,401.51

Total Collected thus far by ETGSA $15,008,362.87 as of November 2, 2023 

 9% withheld by ETGSA amounts to $1,350,752.66.

Total Paid to FWA thus far $13,657,610.21** 

**Numbers may be slightly off due to rounding up.  
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 

To the Board of Directors of 
Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint Power Authority 
Porterville, California 

Opinion 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint Power 
Authority (the Authority) as of and for the year ended June 30, 2023, which collectively comprise the Authority’s basic 
financial statements as listed in the table of contents, and the related notes to the financial statements. 

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the respective financial 
position of the Eastern Tule Groundwater Agency Joint Power Authority as of June 30, 2023, and the respective changes in 
financial position and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in 
the United States of America. 

Basis of Opinion 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. Our 
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial 
Statements section of our report. We are required to be independent of the Authority and to meet our other ethical 
responsibilities in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements related to our audits. We believe that the audit evidence 
we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinion. 

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in accordance with 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America and for the design, implementation, and 
maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are conditions or events, considered 
in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the Authority’s ability to continue as a going concern within one year 
after the date that the financial statements are available to be issued. 

Auditor’s Responsibility 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion. Reasonable 
assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted 
in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. The 
risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for on resulting from error, as fraud may 
involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. Misstatements are 
considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, they would influence the 
judgment made by a reasonable user based on the financial statements. 

1 



In performing an audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, we: 

 Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error, and
design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures include examining, on a test basis,
evidence regarding the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements

 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are
appropriate in circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of Eastern Tule
Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint Power Authority’s internal control. According, no such opinion is
expressed.

 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates
made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the financial statements

 Conclude whether, in our judgement, there are conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, that raise
substantial doubt about the Authority’s ability to continue as a going concern for a reasonable period of time.

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned scope 
and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal control related matters that we identified during the 
audit 

Other Matters 

Required Supplementary Information 

Management has omitted the management’s discussion and analysis that accounting principles generally accepted in 
the United States of America require to be presented to supplement the basic financial statements. Such missing 
information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board, who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements 
in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. Our opinion on the basic financial statements is not 
affected by this missing information. 

Other Information 

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the financial statements as a whole. The 
supplementary information on page 13 is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the 
financial statements. Such information is the responsibility of management and was derived from and relates directly 
to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial statements. The information has been 
subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the financial statements and certain additional procedures, 
including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to 
prepare the financial statements or to the financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in 
accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion, the information 
is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the financial statements as a whole. 

Fresno, California 
October 18, 2023 
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EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY JPA 
Statement of Net Position  

June 30, 2023 

ASSETS 

Cash  $  2,771,891 
Accounts Receivable: 

 Contributions  7,588 
 GW Extraction Fees (net of $823 allowance) 75,627 
 Transitional Pumping Fees/Penalty  3,322,196 
 Penalties for delinquent payments (net of $222,992 allowance) 17,510 
 Recording Fee   4,460 

 3,427,381 
Right-of-use asset – office lease  59,818 

 Total Assets 6,259,090 

LIABILITIES 

Current Liabilities 
 Accounts payables   172,807 
 Payable – Friant Water Authority  3,200,275 
 Other current liabilities 38,388 
 Office lease liability   20,226 

 Total Current Liabilities 3,431,696 

Long Term Liabilities 
 Office lease liability  39,839 

 Total Liabilities 3,471,535 

 NET POSITION 

  Unrestricted 2,787,555 

 Total Net Position $  2,787,555 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements. 
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EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY JPA 
Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Change in Net Position 

For the year ended of June 30, 2023 

Operating Revenues: 
Contributions $      236,612 
GW Extraction Fees 1,423,795 
Transitional Pumping Fees/Penalty 8,496,626 
Penalties for delinquent payments  107,463 
Recording Fees 5,520 
Other income       2,337 

 Total Revenue 10,272,353 

Operating Expenses: 
 Monitoring & Coordination 7,906,782 
Insurance 16,228 
Contract labor 192,343 
Professional services  1,266,252 
Membership Dues  775 
Reimbursable employee expenses  13,634 
Office, Materials and Outreach 36,186 
Amortization Expense-Office ROU asset  3,519 

 Total Expenses 9,435,719 

 Operating Income 836,634 

Non-Operating Revenue and (Expense) 
 Interest income  59,438 
 Interest expense  (527) 
 Net Non-operating Revenue and 

(Expense)  58,911 

Change in Net Position  895,545 

Net position, beginning of year as 
previously stated 1,716,262 

Prior period adjustment  175,748 

Net position, beginning of year as restated 1,892,010 

Net Position, end of year $ 2,787,555 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements. 
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EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY JPA 
Statement of Net Position 

For the year ended of June 30, 2023 

Cash flows from Operating activities 
 Cash received from Groundwater Extraction Fees    $ 1,414,380 
 Cash received from Transitional Pumping Fees/Penalty  7,412,668 
 Cash received from Contributions       229,024 
 Cash received from other operating activities  93,351 
 Cash paid to suppliers for goods and services  (1,598,544) 
 Cash paid to Friant Water Authority   (6,648,886) 

Net cash provided by operating activities  901,993 

Cash flows from Investing Activities 
 Interest received  59,438 

Cash flows from Capital and Related Financing Activities 
 Payment of lease liability  (3,273) 
 Interest paid       (527) 

 Cash used from capital and related financing activities  (3,800) 

Net Increase in cash and cash equivalents   957,631 

Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year  1,814,260 

Cash and cash equivalents, end of year   $ 2,771,891 

Reconciliation of operating income to net cash 
provided by operating activities: 

Operating income  $ 836,634 
 Adjustments to reconcile operating income to 
 net cash provided by operating activities: 
  Amortization expense right-to-use lease asset  3,519 
 (Increase) Decrease in: 

Contributions receivable  (7,588) 
GW Extraction Fees receivable  (9,415) 
Transitional Pumping Fees/Penalty receivable  (1,083,958) 
Penalties for delinquent payments receivable  (17,510) 
Recording Fees receivable  (4,460) 

 Increase(Decrease) in 
Accounts payable  (13,998) 
Payable-Friant Water Authority  1,160,381 
Other current liabilities   38,388 

Net cash provided by operating activities  $   901,993 

Noncash Capital Financing Activities: 

A Right-to-use lease asset of $63,337 was recorded through a lease obligation 
liability of the same amount. 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements. 
5 



EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY JPA 
Notes to Financial Statements 

June 30, 2023 

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES:

The Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint Powers Authority (the Authority) is a joint powers
authority formed in 2016. The Authority was formed with the purpose and intent of jointly forming a separate
entity to fulfill the role of a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) consisting of the Members, so that the
Members may collectively develop, adopt, and implement a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) for the
sustainable management of groundwater for that portion of the Tule Subbasin underlying the jurisdictional
boundaries of the Members, as those boundaries may be amended from time to time. The Authority is to
provide for the conjunctive use of groundwater and surface water within its represented groundwater basin to
ensure the reliability of a long-term water supply to meet current and future beneficial uses.

Member Agencies - The Joint Powers Agreement was entered into as of December 6, 2016, between the
County of Tulare, City of Porterville, Kern-Tulare Water District, Porterville Irrigation District, Saucelito
Irrigation District, Terra Bella Irrigation District, Tea Pot Dome Water District, and Vandalia Water District.

Measurement Focus and Basis of Accounting

In previous years, the Authority accounted for its activities as a governmental fund type. In July 2022 the
Authority elected to account for its activities as a special-purpose government engaged only in business-
type activities, even though they may not meet the definition of an enterprise fund, and uses enterprise
fund accounting and reporting. Enterprise fund financial statements include a Statement of Net Position, a
Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net Position, and a Statement of Cash Flows. This
change did not have any effect on beginning net position. Except for the addition of the Statement of Cash
Flow and the elimination of the general fund financial statements, all changes related to terminology used,
format of the Statement of Net Position, Statement of Revenue, Expenses, and Changes in Net Position,
and disclosures.

Enterprise funds are used to account for operations that are financed and operated in a manner similar to
private business enterprises, where the intent of the government body is that the cost and expenses of
providing goods or services to its customers be financed or recovered primarily through users charges; or
where the governing body has decided that periodic determination of revenue earned, expenses incurred,
and net income is appropriate for capital maintenance, public policy, management control, accountability,
or other purposes.

Enterprise funds are accounted for using the “economic resources” measurement focus and the accrual
basis of accounting. Accordingly, all assets and liabilities (whether current or noncurrent) are included on
the Statement of Net Position. The Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net Position
presents increases (revenues) and decreases (expenses) in total net position. Under the accrual basis of
accounting, revenues are recognized in the period in which they are earned while expenses are recognized
in the period in which the liability is incurred.

Operating revenues are those revenues that are generated from the primary operations of the Authority.
The primary operations of the Authority are to facilitate compliance with Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act (SGMA) by creating a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) to achieve sustainability
goals, i.e. a stable groundwater basin that is not subject to critical overdraft or subject to a number of
other results deemed “undesirable”. All other revenues are reported as non-operating revenues. Operating
expenses are those expenses that are essential to the primary operations of the Authority. All other
expenses are reported as non-operating expenses.
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EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY JPA 
Notes to Financial Statements 

June 30, 2023 

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, continued:

A. Use of Estimates:

The preparation of financial statements in accordance with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America requires management to make estimates and 
assumptions that affect certain reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of 
contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported 
amounts of revenues and expenses during the reporting period. Accordingly, actual results 
could differ from those estimates. 

B. Fee Incentive Program:

Tier 1 Penalty Rates are a part of the “Fee Incentive Program” established to disincentivize 
pumping.  

The Program is a component of the Authority’s GSP. The Authority’s Board of Directors 
approves a resolution annually setting the Tier 1 Penalty Rates based on recommendations 
from the Authority’s technical consultants in accordance to ramp-down program of 
transitional pumping as outlined in the Authority’s GSP.  Tier 1 water is allocated annually 
to the actively irrigated lands only.  Once lands are included, they remain throughout the 
duration of the transitional program.  Charges of the Tier 1 Penalty water are incurred upon 
consumption of that category of water in a landowner’s individual account.  Consumptions 
of landowner allocations are initiated on a quarterly basis, penalty charges are then invoiced 
to those accounts if they consumed into the Tier 1 allocation category.  91% of Tier 1 
Penalty payments are then paid to Friant Water Authority (FWA), the remaining 9% stays 
with the Authority. 

C. Revenue Recognition:

The Authority’s revenue consists of call for funds, groundwater extraction fees, late payment
penalties, and transitional fees & penalties, including pre-purchased transitional pumping credits.

Contributions: 

The Authority can issue a call for funds from member Agencies. The revenue is reported in 
the period assessed.  For the year ending June 30, 2023 call for funds revenue totaled 
$236,612. 

Groundwater Extraction Fees: 

The Authority assesses a Groundwater Extraction Fees every year during the month of 
November. The assessment is based off of a water year that runs from October through 
September. The Groundwater Extraction Fees are imposed on landowners to fund the 
costs of any activity necessary or convenient to implement the Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan. In November of 2022, this Groundwater Extraction Fee was $10.87 
per acre-foot of allocated water.  For the water year October 2022-September 2023 each 
landowner in the Authority was allocated 0.96 acre-feet of water for each acre of land 
they own that is part of the Authority. 

7 



EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY JPA 
Notes to Financial Statements 

June 30, 2023 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, continued: 

C. Revenue Recognition, continued:

Groundwater Extraction Fees, continued:

This allocation of water is subject to change dependent on a water rate study conducted every 
year. Water allocated as part of the Groundwater Extraction Fee is available for landowners to 
use. The Authority billed for Groundwater Extraction Fees in the amount of $1,423,795 for the 
year ended June 30, 2023.    

Landowners who are not actively irrigating and are not planning on irrigating in the future can 
opt-out of the Authority.  Once opted out, landowners are not assessed the Groundwater 
Extraction Fee but are no longer allowed to irrigate on their lands. Also parcels less than 2 acres 
were not billed. The Authority estimates that $823 related to Groundwater Extraction Fee 
receivable will not be collected due to the ability to opt-out and therefore accounts receivable 
amount of $76,450 was reduced to $75,627.  Should a landowner wish to participate in the 
future, at that time, all past due assessments, interest and penalties will need to be paid prior to 
participation. The Authority recognizes groundwater extraction fees as revenue in the period 
they are assessed.  

Tier 1/Transitional Pumping Fee/Penalty: 

If a landowner uses more water than what they are allocated as part of the Groundwater 
Extraction Fee, their water usage above the groundwater extraction allocated amount is 
considered Transitional Pumping.  The Authority assess a Transitional Pumping 
Fee/Penalty.  The penalty for the months July, August and September 2022 was $270 per acre 
foot used.  The penalty for the months of October 2022-June 2023 was $284 per acre foot 
used.  Transitional Pumping Penalties are assessed quarterly based on the water year (October 
2022-Septmeber 23) and recognized when the water is used.      

Pre-Purchased Transitional Pumping Credit: 

Landowners who irrigate have an option of pre-purchasing their Transitional Pumping 
Fee/Penalty at the current rate in the year of purchase.  This pre-purchase of the Transitional 
Pumping Fee/Penalty will credit Transitional Pumping Fee/Penalties incurred.  The Authority 
recognizes revenue from pre-purchases of Transitional Pumping Fee/Penalties when 
collected.  The Authority recognizes revenue from Pre-Purchased Transitional Pumping 
Fee/Penalties in the same account as Transitional Pumping Fee/Penalties.  

Delinquent Payment Penalties: 

The Authority also recognizes revenue for delinquent payments.  The Authority cannot 
reasonably estimate whether these delinquent payment penalties will be collected.  Delinquent 
payment penalties receivable in the amount of $240,502 was reduced to $17,510.   
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EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY JPA 
Notes to Financial Statements 

June 30, 2023 

D. Income Taxes

The Authority is a governmental agency and is not subject to federal or state income taxes. 

E. Net Position

The Authority does not currently have restrictions on net position.  Net Position is reported as 
Unrestricted.   

2. CASH

In accordance with the Joint Powers Authority formation agreement the Tulare County Treasurer shall be the
depository, shall have custody of all the money of the Authority from whatever source, and shall have the
duties and obligations of the Treasurer as set forth in Governmental Code sections 6505 and 6505.5.

As of June 30, 2023, the carrying amount of the Authority’s Tulare County Treasurer account balance was
$2,786,453.

The Authority does not have an investment policy that would allow exposure to interest rate risk, credit risk,
or custodial risk.

3. RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS

Terra Bella Irrigation District is a member of the Authority and also provides administrative services for the
Authority for a fee.  For the year ending June 30, 2023 the Authority incurred expenses with Terra Bella
Irrigation District in the amount of $170,942.  As of June 30, 2023 $16,320 was payable.

4. LEASE

The Authority leased office space for $1,400 a month for the months July 2022 and August 2022.
September 2022 through April 2023 the office space was leased at $1,575 per month.  Beginning May
2023, the Authority entered into a long term agreement to lease the office space for $1,900 per month for
the three year period beginning May 2023 through April 2026.

The discount rate used to present value the right of use asset and liability of this office lease was 5.06%
and is based on the Federal Funds rate at the time of the lease in May of 2023. Right of use asset at June
30, 2023 was $59,818.

Current portion of the lease liability for the office lease was $20,226 and Non-current portion of the ROU
liability is $39,839.  Operating lease amortization during the year ended June 30, 2023 for the office lease
was $3,519.  Interest expense related to this lease was $527 for the year ended June 30, 2023.  Operating
lease amortization for the following years is as follows:

2024 $ 21,112 
2025  21,112 
2026  17,594 
Total $ 59,818 
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EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY JPA 
Notes to Financial Statements 

June 30, 2023 

4. LEASE, continued

Following are the minimum lease commitments: 

Year Ending June 30, 
Cash 

Amount 
Interest at 

5.06% 
Present 
Value 

2024 $ 22,800  $  2,575 $ 20,225 
2025  22,800  1,527  21,273 
2026  19,000  433  18,567 

Total minimum lease payments and 
liability

$ 64,600 $ 4,535 $ 60,065 

A summary of the Authority’s lease liability is as follows: 

Beginning 
Balance 
6/30/22 Additions Reductions 

Ending 
Balance 
6/30/23 

Current 
Portion 

Lease Liability $ - $  63,337  $ 3,272 $ 60,065  $ 20,226 

5. SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT REGARDING TRANSITIONAL OVERDRAFT
PUMPING AND ANTICIPATED SUBSIDENCE DAMAGES/REPAIRS TO THE FRIANT KERN
CANAL

Effective January 12, 2021, the Authority entered into a Settlement Agreement between the Friant Water
Authority, a California joint powers authority ("FWA"), and Arvin-Edison Water Storage District
("District"). The Agreement reflects the desire of the Parties to resolve their differences regarding past
and future subsidence on the Friant-Kern Canal (FKC) and, among other things, provide (1) FWA with
needed financing to complete a repair project; and (2) protection to the Authority and landowners within

10 

Beginning 
Balance 
6/30/22 Additions Deletions 

Ending 
Balance 
6/30/23 

Right-to-use office building (asset)  $ - $ 63,337 $ - $  63,337

Less accumulated amortization - (3,519) - (3,519)

Net Right-to-use lease asset   $ - $ 59,818 $ - $  59,818



EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY JPA 
Notes to Financial Statements 

June 30, 2023 

5. SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT REGARDING TRANSITIONAL OVERDRAFT
PUMPING AND ANTICIPATED SUBSIDENCE DAMAGES/REPAIRS TO THE FRIANT KERN
CANAL, continued

the Authority's jurisdictional boundaries that FWA and Friant Contractors affected by subsidence in the
Middle Reach will not pursue litigation provided the terms of the Agreement are satisfied and landowners
are in good standing.

FWA is a joint powers authority consisting of public agencies holding long-term repayment contracts
with the Bureau of Reclamation ("Reclamation") for water service from the Friant Division of the Central
Valley Project and for facilities repayment. FWA is responsible for the operation, maintenance, repair and
replacement of the Friant-Kern Canal ("FKC") which conveys water from Millerton Lake along the 152-
mile length of the FKC pursuant to a long-term agreement with Reclamation.

The FKC's conveyance system relies on a gravity design. As of 2020, capacity has been reduced to 1,650
cubic-feet per second (cfs) between mile post 88 and mile post 121.5 of the FKC (the "Middle Reach").
Design capacity through the Middle Reach was 4,000 cfs. Due to various design deficiencies the design
capacity has never been achieved through the Middle Reach. Historic capacity demand through the
Middle Reach has been estimated to be approximately 2,500 cfs. The reduced capacity precludes the
potential for delivery of significant amounts of water to Friant Contractors in and south of the Middle
Reach and limits the ability for exchanges and transfers of water.

FWA and Reclamation plan to restore historic capacity in the Middle Reach of the FKC through a project
referred to as the Friant-Kem Canal Middle Reach Capacity Correction Project ("Project").

FWA contends that additional subsidence in the vicinity of the FKC is not acceptable unless there is
appropriate financial mitigation for such impact to FWA and the Friant Contractors affected by such
additional subsidence. The Authority has maintained a commitment to ensure reduced land subsidence,
given legacy impacts, while maintaining its obligations under SGMA to reach sustainability by 2040.

The Authority’s Board of Directors has approved Rules and Regulations and a First Amended Rules and
Regulations that provide a penalty structure for all groundwater consumed above sustainable yield. Rates
have been established for water pumped pursuant to the ramp down schedule, characterized as "Tier 1
Penalty Allocation" in the First Amended Rules and Regulations. Penalties are established for pumping in
excess of those rates, identified as "Tier 2". In addition to monetary penalties, additional civil remedies
exist for pumping in excess of the ramp down schedule.

On October 6, 2022, the Authority adopted Resolution 2022-06 establishing the initial penalty rate for the
Tier 1 Penalty Allocation at $284.00 per acre foot consumed and the Tier 2 penalty rate at $500.00  per
acre-foot consumed. The First Amended Rules and Regulations provide that the penalty rate for the Tier 1
Penalty Allocation and Tier 2 will be established annually by the Authority’s Board of Directors.

Tier 1 Penalty Rates were established by the Authority’s Board of Directors irrespective of the Settlement
Agreement. The rates are a part of the “Fee Incentive Program” established to disincentivize pumping.
The Program is a component of the Authority’s GSP.
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EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY JPA 
Notes to Financial Statements 

June 30, 2023 

5. SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT REGARDING TRANSITIONAL OVERDRAFT
PUMPING AND ANTICIPATED SUBSIDENCE DAMAGES/REPAIRS TO THE FRIANT KERN
CANAL, continued

If the Authority could have passed a land-based assessment through a Proposition 218 election, there 
would have been a lump sum savings of a total payment of $125 million to FWA.  Since the Proposition 
218 election resulted in a rejection of a land-based assessment, then the Authority agrees to pay FWA up 
to $200 million in penalty monies if and when received by the Authority. 

The Authority’s Board of Directors approves a resolution annually setting the Tier 1 Penalty Rates based 
on recommendations from the Authority’s technical consultants in accordance to ramp-down program of 
transitional pumping as outlined in the Authority’s GSP.  Tier 1 water is allocated annually to the actively 
irrigated lands only.  Once lands are included, they remain throughout the duration of the transitional 
program.  Charges of Tier 1 Penalty water are incurred upon consumption of that category of water in a 
landowner’s individual account.  Consumptions of landowner allocations are initiated on a quarterly 
basis, penalty charges are then invoiced to those accounts if they consumed into the Tier 1 allocation 
category.  91% of Tier 1 Penalty payments are then paid to FWA, the remaining 9% stays with the 
Authority. 

Additionally, a landowner may choose to purchase their Tier 1 Penalty allocation at the current rate for 
that water year.  Upon approval and submittal of payment, that allocation is then moved to a credit 
category for use by the landowner in accordance with the Authority’s Rules and Regulations.  These 
purchases of Tier 1 Penalty water are also subject to the Settlement Agreement with FWA. 

6. PRIOR PERIOD ADJUSTMENT

Misstatements in the Authority's previously issued financial statements as of and for the year
ended June 30, 2022, have been corrected in the current year. The transitional pumping revenue,
transitional pumping receivable, monitoring & coordination expenditure, payable to FWA and
unrestricted net position were all understated.  This resulted in the following changes to
unrestricted net position as of June 30, 2022.

As previously reported, June 30, 2022 $ 1,716,262 

Understatement of transitional pumping receivable  1,952,762 

Understatement of payable to FWA (1,777,014) 

As restated, June 30, 2022 $ 1,892,010 

The change in net position for the year ended June 30, 2022 was understated by $175,748. There 
is no effect in the change in net position for the year ending June 30, 2023.  

12 



SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 



EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY JPA 
Schedule of Revenues and Expenses 

– Budget and Actual
for the year ended June 30, 2023 

 Original Variance to 
& Final Budget 
Budget Actual Positive (Negative) 

Revenues 
Contributions  $     251,789  $  236,612 $  (15,177) 
GW Extraction Fees 1,549,282 1,423,795  (125,487) 
Transitional Pumping Fees 20,000,000 8,496,626  (11,503,374) 
Penalties for delinquent payments - 107,463  107,463 
Recording Fees - 5,520  5,520 
Other income - 2,337  2,337 

 Interest - 59,438  59,438 

Total Revenue 21,801,071 10,331,791 (11,469,280) 

Expenses 
Monitoring & Coordination  20,100,000 7,906,782  12,193,218 
Insurance 21,000  16,228  4,772 
Contract 243,000 192,343 50,657 
Professional services 1,036,000 1,266,252  (230,252) 
Membership Dues 14,000 775  13,225 
Reimbursable employee expenses 24,500 13,634  10,866 
Office, Materials and Outreach 69,400  36,186  33,214 
Amortization Expense – Office ROU asset 0 3,519 (3,519) 
Interest expense 0 527 (527) 
Special district expense  150,790  -  150,790 

Total Expenditures 21,658,690  9,436,246 12,222,444 

 Revenue over/(under) expenses $      142,381  $      895,545  $  753,164 
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ETGSA Board Meeting 
November 2 , 2023 

Agenda Item 4.a 

Reports from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and 
Invoicing 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing  

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: None, Board may provide direction to staff. 

Executive Summary: 

Report will be given by 4Creeks. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a



ETGSA Board Meeting 
November 2 , 2023 

Agenda Item 5.a 

Report on State Advocacy efforts 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA State Advocacy efforts 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: None, Board may provide direction to staff. 

Executive Summary: 

The report will be given by staff. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• Nossaman Report for October 2023



TO: Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
FROM: Ashley Walker, Senior Policy Advisor, Nossaman LLP 

DATE: November 2, 2023 

RE: November Board Meeting State Advocacy Report 

Introduction:  

Nossaman was retained by Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) to provide state advocacy 
services related to the Department of Water Resources’ Inadequate Determination of the Tule Subbasin’s 
Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSP), and the probationary process with the State Resources Water Control 
Board (SWRCB).  Since being brought on board, Nossaman has worked closely with the GSA to identify our 
advocacy goals, initiate discussions with State Board Members, and update our State Legislative Delegation.  We 
have provided a report below of our advocacy action items over the last month, as well as next steps that will 
continue our efforts. 

Advocacy Action Items Taken: 

• Participated in the October Eastern Tule GSA Board meeting and provided an advocacy update.
• Organized and participated in a Zoom meeting with the State Board Chair Joaquin Esquivel and Board

Member Sean Maguire on October 16.  State Board staff also joined this meeting.
• Met with the GSA to debrief on our meeting with Chair Esquivel and Board Member Maguire, and

discuss next steps.
• Continued to work with the State Board to coordinate dates for a tour of the Subbasin and GSA, with

each of the State Board Member Offices.
• Participated in the GSA Board preparation meeting to discuss the status of several advocacy efforts.
• Communicated with ACWA regarding coordination of advocacy efforts for all of the subbasins who

received inadequate determinations in the SGMA process.
• Researched and identified next steps in pursuing several funding programs for well mitigation projects.
• Reviewed a one-page summary of the GSA to help with our advocacy efforts, and provided that to the

State Board Members.

Near-Tem Next Steps: 

• Participate in any staff level meetings set up with the Department of Water Resources and the State
Resources Water Control Board.

• Secure tours of the subbasins with all State Board Members.
• Continue to support the GSA in preparing for in-person tours with State Board Members.
• Continue to update our legislative delegation on the discussions with the Department of Water

Resources and State Water Resources Control Board.

Agenda Item 5.a
Exhibit A



ETGSA Board Meeting 
November 2 , 2023 

Agenda Item 6.a 

Report on ongoing ETGSA outreach efforts 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of ETGSA Outreach 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

In addition to its regular Board and Committee Meetings and email correspondence to its 
Interested Parties List, ETGSA continues to conduct community outreach regarding SGMA, 
ETGSA, and the development of ETGSA’s Draft GSP through a variety of events and other media. 

A summary of ETGSA’s outreach efforts in October is provided below: 

• ETGSA Meetings
o October 5, 2023 Public Hearing and Board of Directors (42 Participants)
o October 12, 2023 Stakeholder Committee ( 
o October 19, 2023 Land Subsidence Monitoring Committee ( 

• Porterville Chamber of Commerce 
o October 26, 2023, Porterville Chambers GAC Committee: Provided update on

GAC Committee on current GSA activities.

ETGSA Well Mitigation Program: 

• Claims Received: 0
o Wells Mitigation: 0

Background: 

SGMA requires that, “The groundwater sustainability agency shall consider the interests of all 
beneficial uses and users of groundwater, as well as those responsible for implementing 
groundwater sustainability plans…” (WAT § 10723.2). ETGSA undertakes outreach efforts, both 
individually and in collaboration with regional partners, to ensure that these interests are 
considered and provided with information pertinent and relevant to SGMA and the 



ETGSA Board Meeting 
November 2 , 2023 

development of ETGSA’s GSP. The ETGSA Board of Directors adopted a Communication and 
Engagement Plan on October 5, 2018 that serves as a living guide to ETGSA’s outreach efforts. 

ETGSA’s Board and Committee meetings occur on a regular basis and, save for closed session as 
permitted pursuant the Brown Act, are open to the public. 

ETGSA continues to encourage its stakeholders to engage the Agency with other opportunities 
for outreach. 

Fiscal Impact: 

• Monthly cost for Zoom Standard Pro: $15.89

Attachments: 

• n/a



ETGSA Board Meeting 
November 2 , 2023 

Agenda Item 7.a 

Receive reports from Finance Committee Members 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of Finance Committee Meetings 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

A report on the Meeting of the ETGSA Finance Committee, scheduled to be held on November 
2, 2023, will be given verbally. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a



ETGSA Board Meeting 
November 2 , 2023 

Agenda Item 7.b 

Receive reports from Stakeholder Committee 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of Stakeholder Committee Meetings 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

The ETGSA Stakeholder Committee met on October 12, 2023. Below is a summary of the 
actions taken:  

• Approved the August 10, 2023 meeting of the ETGSA Stakeholders Committee Minutes.
• Approved the September 14, 2023 meeting of the ETGSA Stakeholders Committee

Minutes.
• Presentation on Revised Methodology and Revised Sustainable Management Criteria for

Addressing DWR Comments.
o Stakeholder: Committee took action to recommend approval of the revised

methodology not to reduce transitional pumping by keeping current
methodology baseline scheduled to 0% reduction.

• Review and discussion on ETGSA WY2023-24 groundwater allocations.
• Discussion regarding Water Bucket Prioritization.

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a



ETGSA Board Meeting 
November 2 , 2023 

Agenda Item 7.c 

Receive reports from Executive Committee 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of Executive Committee Meeting 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

The ETGSA Stakeholder Committee met on October 19, 2023. Below is a summary of the 
actions taken:  

• Approved the September 15, 2022 meeting of the ETGSA Executive Committee Minutes.
• Approved the November 10, 2022 meeting of the ETGSA Executive Committee Minutes.
• Presentation on Revised Methodology and Revised Sustainable Management Criteria for

Addressing DWR Comments.
o Executive: Majority approved recommendation of revised methodology and not

to reduce transitional pumping.
• Review and discussion on ETGSA WY2023-24 groundwater allocations.

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a



ETGSA Board Meeting 
November 2 , 2023 

Agenda Item 8.a 

Consider Approval of Revised Methodology and Revised 
Sustainable Management Criteria 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Revised Methodology and Revised Sustainable Management 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: Move to approve Revised Methodology, Revised Sustainable 
Management Criteria and for 0% Reduction to current schedule in 
Transitional Pumping. 

Executive Summary: 

Tom Harder presented his Revised Methodology and Revised Sustainable Management Criteria 
at the October 5th, 2023, Board of Directors Meeting.  Board directed staff to get 
recommendations from committees. 

Recommendations by Committee Action: 

• Stakeholder: Majority recommend not to reduce transitional pumping and to keep the
current methodology baseline scheduled to 0% reduction.

• Executive: Majority recommend to approve Harder’s revised methodology and not to
reduce transitional pumping.

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a



ETGSA Board Meeting 
November 2 , 2023 

Agenda Item 8.b 

Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task 
Items 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Updates Regarding Tule Subbasin Coordination and Task Items 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

The Tule Subbasin TAC met on October 18, 2023. Below is a summary of the updates, anticipated 
deliverables, and associated Exhibits: 

• SGMA Implementation – Updates on response to DWR Inadequate Determination of
Tule Subbasin GSPs and the revised methodology for minimum thresholds.

• Subbasin Grants – Updates on SGMA Implementation and LandFlex grants in the Tule
Subbasin.

• Technical Advisory Committee (TAC): The next meeting of the TAC has been scheduled
for January 17, 2024 at 2pm.  Notices and agendas including call-in information for the
TAC meetings will be posted on the Tule Subbasin website: www.tulesgma.com.  Notice
and Agendas will also be provided by ETGSA.

The Tule Subbasin Management Zone 

The Tule Subbasin Management Zone Advisory Committee meets bi-monthly on the first 
Tuesday of the month. ETGSA General Manager Rogelio Caudillo serves as the GSA 
representative on the Advisory Committee. Below is a summary of the updates, anticipated 
deliverables, and associated Exhibits: 

• Tule Basin MZ Advisory Committee did not meet in October.

The Tule Subbasin Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program 

http://www.tulesgma.com/


ETGSA Board Meeting 
November 2 , 2023 

The Tule Subbasin Mulitbenefit Land Repurposing Program will facilitate strategic land 
retirement, development of habitat resources, and protection and enhancement of water 
resources throughout the Tule Subbasin. The overarching goal of the Program is to support a 
transition to sustainable groundwater management while meeting economic, environmental, 
and social needs within the subbasin, in the understanding that these values are intrinsically 
linked to water resource management. 

• MLRP Project Partners has been meeting to discuss budgeting and developing scopes of
work for projects.

• ETGSA has been working on its own scope for development of core land repurposing
strategies and strategies for a plan in the Land Subsidence Management Area.

• Landowner and Community Workshop Meetings are being scheduled.
o MLRP Landowner Workshop – November 9, 2023, Tipton Memorial Building
o MLRP Community Workshop – November 8, 2023 Pixley Sub Station Community

Room

Background: 

ETGSA is a member of the Tule Subbasin MOU Group. This group consists of the various GSAs 
overlying the Tule Subbasin. More information can be found at: www.tulesgma.com 

The Tule Subbasin GSAs have collectively engaged and contracted TH&Co to undertake various 
scopes of work to assist them in the completion of their GSPs, Coordination Agreement, and 
various technical matters that must be addressed in a coordinated Subbasin manner. 
Additionally, David De Groot/4Creeks serves as the Tule Subbasin Coordinator. Lower Tule River 
Irrigation District serves as Fiscal Agent to the Tule Subbasin MOU Group. 

Fiscal Impact: 

• N/A

Attachments: 

• Exhibit A: Community Workshop Flyer
• Exhibit B: Landowner Workshop Flyer

http://www.tulesgma.com/


Agenda Item 8.b
Exhibit A



Tule Subbasin Challenges: Drought, Subsidence, Groundwater Depletion,
Economic Impacts, reduced natural vegetation, and water quality impact on

agriculture and communities. State law will be requiring a significant reduction in
the use of groundwater by agriculture in the Tule Subbasin. 

MLRP Objective: The Tule Subbasin MLRP is a local collaborative effort that aims to support landowners,
farmers and communities with achieving ground water sustainability by transitioning irrigated agriculture to

alternative land uses, a practice known as land repurposing, that provides multiple benefits such as
community, economic and environmental wellbeing. 

Join us to learn more about the Tule
Subbasin Multibenefit Land
Repurposing Program and

opportunities to participate by
proposing water-saving solutions for
the subbasins natural working lands

Overview of the MLRP
Information regarding Land
Repurposing Options
Introduction to the Tule Subbasin
MLRP partners

Workshop
includes

Thursday, November 9, 2023
6:00pm 

Tipton Memorial Building
577 E. Spencer Rd. 
Tipton, CA 93272

RSVP now through the link, scan the QR code with your
smartphone, or contact us at (559)-358-4414!

https://tinyurl.com/TSMLRPWorkShop

ATTENTION
FARMERS AND
LANDOWNERS

YOU ARE
INVITED!

JOIN US IN
COLLABORATION

TO SUPPORT
YOUR FUTURE

THE TULE SUBBASIN
MULTIBENEFIT LAND REPURPOSING PROGRAM
LANDOWNERS’ WORKSHOP
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