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-----------------------------AGENDA----------------------------- 
All items on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed for action, may be deliberated upon and may be subject to 
action by the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors may consider agenda items in any order. Materials related 
to an item on this agenda submitted to the Board of Directors after distribution of the agenda packet are available for 
public inspection at the ETGSA Office, 881 W. Morton Avenue, Suite D, Porterville, California, during normal 
business hours. 
 
1. PUBLIC COMMENT 
At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda.  Under state law, 
matters presented under this item cannot be discussed or acted upon by the Board at this time.  For items appearing 
on the agenda, the public is invited to make comments at the time the item comes up for Board consideration.  Any 
person addressing the Board will be limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes or the Chairman’s discretion.  At all 
times, please use the microphone and state your name for the record. 
 
2. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDER  
All Consent Calendar Items are considered routine and will be enacted in one motion.  There will be no separate 
discussion of these matters unless a request is made, in which event the item will be removed from the Consent 
Calendar.  All items removed from the Consent Calendar for further discussion will be heard at the end of Consent 
Calendar. 
 

a. Approval of April 6, 2023, Meeting of the Board Minutes. 
b. Approval of ratification of bills paid and approval of bills to be paid. (Materials to be 

distributed on the day of the Board Meeting.) 
c. Ratify amended Office Lease Agreement with Rico Property Group, LLC for 

additional Office Space. 
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4. ADMINISTRATION  
 

a. ACTION – Consider approval of LandFlex Contracts 
b. ACTION – Consider approval of Scope of Work for State Advocacy Services from 

Nossaman LLP. 
c. Report from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing. 

 
5.        STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 

a. Report on ongoing ETGSA outreach efforts.  
 
6.        REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES  
 

a. Receive report from Finance Committee meeting. 
 
7. TULE SUBBASIN AND REGIONAL REPORTS AND ITEMS 
 

a. Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task Items. 
 
8. CLOSED SESSION: 
  

a. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION: 
[Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2)] 
Number of Potential Cases: Five 

 
9. CLOSED SESSION ITEMS: 
 

a. Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1 
 
10. NEXT MEETING DATE 
 

a. Next Regular Meeting – Thursday, July 6, 2023 at 2 p.m.  
 

11. ADJOURNMENT 
 
A person with a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 may request the GSA Authority to provide a disability-
related modification or accommodation in order to participate in any public meeting of the GSA Authority. Such assistance includes appropriate 
alternative formats for the agendas and agenda packets used for any public meetings of the GSA. Requests for such assistance and for agendas 
and agenda packets shall be made in person, by telephone, facsimile, or written correspondence to the GSA Authority Secretary or to the City of 
Porterville Public Works Department (559) 791-7804, at least 48 hours before a public GSA meeting. 



ETGSA Board Meeting 
June 1 , 2023 

Agenda Item 3.a-c 

Consent Calendar 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Consent Calendar 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: Move to approve items under the Consent Calendar, approval of 
items may be made in one motion. 

Executive Summary: 

• Approval of May 4, 2023 Meeting of the Board Minutes.
• Approval of Ratification of bills paid and approval of bills to be paid.
• Ratify amended Office Lease Agreement with Rico Property Group, LLC for additional

Office Space.
Attachments: 

• Exhibit A: May 4, 2023 Meeting of the Board Minutes.
• Exhibit B: ETGSA Financial Statements (Unaudited) will be provided day of meeting
• Exhibit C: Ratify amended Office Lease Agreement with Rico Property Group, LLC for additional 

Office Space.
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MINUTES OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

MEETING HELD MAY 4, 2023 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

At approximately 2:00 p.m. on May 4, 2023, at the City of Porterville, Council Chambers, 
Chairman Eric Borba called to order the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Eastern Tule 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint Powers Authority (“ETGSA”).  The meeting was also 
conducted remotely for members of the public.  

Members Present:  Eric Borba John Corkins 
Steve Kisling   Matthew Leider 
Don Weyrauch Dyson Schneider 
Dennis Townsend Geoffrey Galloway 
Vanessa Yap  

Members Absent:  Curt Holmes 

Others Present: Aubrey Mauritson Rogelio Caudillo 
Sean Geivet   Don Castle 
William Bennett David De Groot 
John M. Domondon Tien Tran 
Aaron Hart  Dalee Chang 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Chairman Borba announced the public comment period.  No public comment was presented.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Alternate Director Vanessa Yap announced that on March 14, 2023, Kern-Tulare Water District 
notified the ETGSA that it will be withdrawing from the GSA for the purpose of forming its own 
GSA. 

General Manager Caudillo provided a reminder that ETGSA is currently searching to fill its 
Controller position.    

CONSENT CALENDAR 

General Manager Caudillo referred the Board to Agenda Items 3a – 3b on the Consent Calendar 
portion of the agenda.  A copy of the Minutes of the April 6, 2023, Board Meeting is attached as 
Agenda Item #3a.  A copy of the financial statements is attached as Agenda Item #3b.    

Consent Calendar:
Exhibit A
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Director Corkins moved to approve Items #3a and #3b.  Director Leider seconded, and the motion 
was unanimously carried. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Consider Approval of ETGSA 9th Amended Rules and Regulations 

General Counsel Mauritson provided a report on the Ninth Amended Rules and Regulations. 
Attached hereto as Item #4a is a copy of the Ninth Amended Rules and Regulations.   

Discussion ensued. 

Director Corkins moved to approve the Ninth Amended Rules and Regulations. Director 
Weyrauch seconded, and the motion was unanimously carried. 

Consider Approval of a New Logo for ETGSA 

General Manager Caudillo reported on new proposals for a new logo. Attached hereto and 
incorporated by reference as Agenda Item #4b is a document containing the proposed logos.   

Discussion ensued.  

Director Galloway moved to approve the logo contained in the middle of the display.  Director 
Corkins seconded.  

Public comment was presented by Bill Bennett.   

The motion passed with a majority vote of the directors present.  

Set Date for Public Hearing to Enforce Tier 1 Penalty Delinquencies (Water Code 
Section 10732(b)(2).)  (Proposed Date:  June 15, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.) 

General Counsel Mauritson provided an overview of the process for enforcement.  

Director Corkins moved to set a June 15, 2023 public hearing date for ETGSA’s hearings on Tier 
1 Penalty Delinquencies.  Director Leider seconded, and the motion was unanimously carried.   

Report from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing 

Consulting Engineer De Groot provided a report on the ETGSA accounts and invoicing.  Mr. De 
Groot advised that 1st Quarter Tier 1 invoices will go out at the end of this month.  He also reported 
that statements for delinquent balances on Tier 1 accounts went out on April 19, 2023.  Mr. De 
Groot noted that new ET data has been received and will likely be uploaded early next week, and 
that the water market board is now available.  Currently, there are 1,716 accounts in Basinsafe.   

Public comment was received from Aaron Hart.  

Discussion ensued regarding Tier 2 penalties and transfer charges. 
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Mr. De Groot announced Land Flex applications have been extended to May 9, 2023. 

GOVERNMENTAL AND LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 

Consider Approval for Request for Letters of Support from State Assemblyman Devon 
Mathis: AB62 & AB66  

General Manager Caudillo provided a report.  Attached hereto and incorporated by reference as 
Agenda Item 5a is copy of informational materials regarding the bills noted.   

Director Townsend moved to approve letters of support for each bill.  Director Weyrauch 
seconded, and the motion was unanimously carried.   

Discussion ensued.  

Consider Approval for Request for Letters of Support from State Senator Shannon Grove:  
SB550 & SB651 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report.  Attached hereto and incorporated by reference as 
Agenda Item 5b is copy of informational materials regarding the bills noted.   

No action was taken on this matter. 

STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Report on Ongoing ETGSA Outreach Efforts 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on ongoing outreach efforts and upcoming events. A 
copy of his report is attached as Agenda Item #6a and incorporated by reference.   

Public comment was received from Tien Tran. 

Discussion ensued regarding future workshops for Land Flex. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

Receive Report from Stakeholder Committee 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached as Agenda Item #7a.  

Receive Report from the Finance Committee 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached as Agenda Item #7b.  

TULE SUBBASIN AND REGIONAL REPORTS AND ITEMS 
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Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task Items 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task 
Items.  Attached hereto and incorporated by reference as Agenda Item #8a is a copy of the report. 

Public comment was received from Tien Tran. 

CLOSED SESSION 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
[Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(2)] 
Number of Potential Cases:  Five 

The Board of Directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2), met with General Counsel Aubrey Mauritson regarding five potential items of 
anticipated litigation.   

CLOSED SESSION ITEMS 

Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1 

Chairman Borba announced that there was no reportable action from closed session. 

NEXT MEETING DATE  

Next Regular Meeting – Thursday, June 1, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. 

The next regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the ETGSA Joint Powers Authority shall be 
held on June 1, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Borba adjourned the meeting. 
Respectfully submitted, 

___________________________ 
Rogelio Caudillo, General Manager 



Consent Calendar:
Exhibit C









ETGSA Board Meeting 
June 1 , 2023 

Agenda Item 4.a 

Consider approval of LandFlex Contracts 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA LandFlex Contracts 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: Move to approve ETGSA LandFlex Grant Contract 

Executive Summary: 

Consider approval of DRAFT ETGSA LandFlex Grant Program Contract. 

Background: 

The Department of Water Resources (DWR) has launched the LandFlex Program as a new and 
innovative tool to protect drinking water wells. LandFlex has provided $25 million in block 
grants thus far to local Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) to grant to growers. The 
program will incentivize growers to limit agricultural groundwater pumping near drought-
stricken communities whose drinking water wells have gone dry or are close to going dry. 
LandFlex will provide community benefits such as reduced pressures on drinking water wells, 
groundwater overdraft prevention, and climate resilience by permanently reducing demand on 
the state’s most critically overdrafted aquifers. 

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• Exhibit A: DRAFT ETGSA LandFlex Grant Program Contract



EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 
LANDFLEX GRANT 

WATER RIGHT CONTRACT 

This Landflex Grant Water Right Contract (hereinafter “Contract” or “Agreement”) is 
made this ____ day of _________, 2023, by and between _______________________ 
(“Grower”) and the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“ETGSA”). 

RECITALS 

A. ETGSA has been awarded funds through the LandFlex Grant Program (“Program”),
subject to the terms and conditions contained within that certain contract (“GSA Contract”) 
between ETGSA and the Department of Water Resources (“DWR”) regarding the administration 
of the Program; 

B. DWR has prescribed that funds awarded to GSAs pursuant to the Program shall be
awarded and distributed to interested growers according to the Grower Scoring Criteria and 
Eligibility Guidelines (“Guidelines”); 

C. Grower has submitted an application to participate in the LandFlex Program, which is
attached hereto and incorporated by reference as Exhibit A; 

D. Grower has reviewed this Agreement, as well as the Guidelines, and desires to
participate in the program, and to cooperate with the GSA with respect to the performance of the 
Agreement; 

E. Funding available to Grower based on the GSA Contract is dependent upon total
qualified applications received by the ETGSA; and 

F. Grower understands that to participate in the Program he or she must be in “good
standing” with the ETGSA, compliant with all rules and regulations, and not in violation of any 
law, statute, regulation, or otherwise.   

NOW THEREFORE, in and for consideration of the mutual covenants, conditions and promises 
hereinafter set forth, the Parties hereby agree as follows: 

AGREEMENT 

1. Recitals.  The above recitals are hereby incorporated by reference and made a part
of this Agreement as though fully set forth herein. 

2. Land Fallowing.  Grower shall fallow all lands identified in the application
submitted by Grower (“Enrolled Lands”), and all Enrolled Lands shall remain fallowed through 
the effective date of this Agreement and May 30, 2024.  The Enrolled Lands are more particularly 
described in attached Exhibit B.  To qualify as fallowed, the Enrolled Lands must eliminate or 
reduce the consumption of overdraft pumping for the period identified.  Examples of permissible 

Agenda Item #4.a
Exhibit A



cultivation practices are dry-land farming, cover crops, and other practices which do not cause or 
contribute to the consumption of any overdraft groundwater pumping. 

3. Compensation.  As consideration for the mutual covenants, conditions and promises
set forth herein, the ETGSA will compensate Grower using the following three payment 
components: Immediate Drought Relief; Elimination of Overdraft Pumping Payment; and 
Transition Payment.  Compensation amounts provided herein are estimates as compensation is 
dependent on the total amount of qualified applications received and available funding.   

a. Payment Components

i. Immediate Drought Relief Payment

For each acre-foot of water not consumed due to conservation efforts made and entered 
into as of the effective date of this Agreement, Grower is entitled to receive $350.00 (three hundred 
and fifty dollars and zero cents) per acre-foot.  To estimate the amount of water conserved, ETGSA 
will utilize the prior Water Year, Water Year 2022 consumption amounts and compare with final 
consumption numbers for Water Year 2023.   

Your estimated groundwater conserved is:             acre-feet.  

Your estimated total payment for Drought Relief is: $ . 

ii. Elimination of Overdraft Pumping Payment

Grower is entitled to up to $1,000.00 (one thousand dollars and zero cents) for each acre-
foot of Tier 1 Penalty Allocation allocated in Water Year 2023.  For ETGSA, the Tier 1 Penalty 
Allocation rate was 0.81 acre-feet per acre for Water Year 2023.  

Your Water Year 2023 Estimated Elimination of Overdraft Pumping Payment is: $ 
. 

Dependent on available funding, Grower may be entitled to compensation for additional 
Tier 1 Penalty Allocation in his or her account for the Enrolled Lands from prior year allocations 
(hereinafter referred to as “Tier 1 Carryover”).  For example, if Grower did not consume any of 
his Tier 1 Penalty Allocation allocated in Water Year 2022 for the Enrolled Lands, he may be 
eligible to receive additional funding.   

iii. Transition Payment

Grower is entitled to receive between $250.00 (two hundred and fifty dollars and zero 
cents) and $2,800.00 (two thousand and eight hundred dollars and zero cents) per acre for the 
permanent removal of permanent tree crops, purchasing upcycled ag waste for dairy feed 
replacing, and planting cover crops that use natural rainfall to grow.   

Your Estimated Transition Payment is: $ . 



b. Total Payments

These three payment components result in a total estimated payment of $_____________.  
ETGSA shall compensate Grower in two installments for amounts approved in the grant award. 
The first installment shall be paid to Grower by __________________ based on the total estimated 
payment.  The second installment shall be paid to Grower by ____________________, following 
the verification of requirements within all three payment categories have been met and any 
adjustments made pursuant to estimated assumptions derived at the effective date of this 
Agreement.  Grower shall not be entitled to any further compensation once the second installment 
has been paid. 

Any and all payments are subject to receipt of funds from the State pursuant to the GSA 
Contract.  ETGSA is under no obligation to compensate Grower unless funds are received pursuant 
to the GSA Contract.   

4. No Extraction of Tier 1 Penalty Allocation(s).

a. Tier 1 Penalty Allocation Restrictions

Pursuant to Section 4.03(b) of the ETGSA Ninth Amended Rules and Regulations 
approved May 4, 2023 and any subsequent amendments thereto (hereinafter “ETGSA Rules and 
Regulations”), Grower hereby waives any right to receive any future Tier 1 Penalty Allocations 
for the Enrolled Lands.  Grower is prohibited from using any Tier 1 Penalty Allocations regardless 
of source on the Enrolled Lands, including but not limited to, Tier 1 Penalty Allocations allocated 
to lands owned by Grower, but not enrolled pursuant to the LandFlex Program, or purchased Tier 
1 Penalty Allocations from third parties.   

b. Sustainable Yield Allocation(s)

Grower shall be entitled to continue to receive any applicable Sustainable Yield 
Allocation(s) pursuant to Section 4.03(a) of the ETGSA Rules and Regulations.  Grower is not 
prohibited from applying Sustainable Yield Allocation he or she received via transfer pursuant to 
Section 4.03(c).    

c. Recharge or Banked Credits

Grower is not prohibited from applying Direct Diversions of Surface Water or Surface 
Water Recharge Credits as defined pursuant to ETGSA Rules and Regulations Section 3.03(a) and 
(d) on the Enrolled Lands.

5. Perpetuity.  The restrictions set forth herein shall be in perpetuity, unless
subsequently amended in writing by both Parties, or any successors in interest to both Parties.  A 
Memorandum providing notice of this restriction with respect to the Enrolled Lands shall be 
prepared by ETGSA and recorded in the office of the Tulare County Recorder. 



6. Dust Mitigation Plan.  No later than ____________________, Grower shall prepare
and submit to ETGSA a dust mitigation plan, such as a cover crop planting strategy, chipping, or 
a water truck application plan.  Grower is required to comply with any and all existing and future 
laws or regulations regarding dust mitigation, including but not limited to those restrictions 
imposed by the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control Board.   

7. Cooperation with GSA.  Grower agrees to cooperate with ETGSA in all matters
related to the performance of this Agreement.  In addition, Grower agrees to provide timely and 
accurate information regarding all matters related to the GSA Contract, as well as all matters 
referenced in the Guidelines. 

8. Indemnity and Hold Harmless.  To the fullest extent permitted by law, Grower shall
indemnify, hold harmless, and defend ETGSA, its directors, officers, employees, consultants, 
agents or authorized volunteers, and each of them, from any and all claims, demands, causes of 
action, damages, costs, expenses, losses or liabilities, in law or in equity, of every kind or nature 
whatsoever, arising out of or in any manner directly or indirectly connected with Grower’s breach 
of this Agreement. 

9. Access to Lands.  Applicant agrees to provide access to ETGSA with respect to the
Enrolled Lands. 

10. Successor and Assigns.  All of the terms, covenants and provisions hereof shall
inure to the benefit of and be binding upon the respective successors and assigns of the Parties 
hereto.   

11. Regulatory Condition; Mutual Benefit.  As this Agreement is required by DWR as
a condition of participation in the Program by both Grower and GSA, the Parties hereby 
acknowledge that the execution of this Agreement shall constitute a mutual benefit to both Parties 
in that it will facilitate participation in the Program. 

12. Default.  Grower shall be in default of this Agreement if any of the following occur:
(1) the Enrolled Lands are not fallowed for the entirety of the period ending May 30, 2024; (2)
Tier 1 Penalty Allocation(s) are consumed on the Enrolled Lands; (3) Grower has not prepared, or
is not complying with, a dust mitigation plan; or (4) Grower is not in “good standing” with the
ETGSA.

13. Remedies.  If Grower defaults, or otherwise materially breaches this Agreement,
the GSA may require the following: (1) repayment of entire Grant Award; (2) withholding future 
Grant payments; (3) reduction in future years allocations for property owned by Applicant within 
the ETGSA; or (4) take any other action it deems appropriate for the implementation of the 
Program, its performance of the GSA Contract, or the performance of this Agreement.  



14. Lien.  Grower consents that any amounts owed by him or her pursuant to the
Agreement shall constitute an equitable lien, subject to judicial foreclosure, against all lands owned 
by Grower within the County of Tulare, and that notice of said lien may, at any time, be recorded 
in the office of the Tulare County Recorded, a certificate specifying the amount of such charges 
and the name and address of the person liable therefor.   

15. Grower Representations, Warranties, and Covenants.  Grower represents and
warrants to ETGSA that Grower is the sole owner of the Enrolled Lands and has the unrestricted 
right and authority to enter into this Agreement.  Each person signing this Agreement on behalf of 
Grower is authorized to do so, and all persons and entities having any ownership or possessory 
interest in Grower’s Property are signing this Agreement.  Grower represents and warrants that he 
or she has complied with all required regulations and guidelines of the LandFlex Program, and that 
all of the representations made by Grower in Grower’s application to the Program are true and 
correct.   

16. Attorney’s Fees.  In the event of a dispute between the parties related to or arising
from this Agreement or any of the actions or events described herein, the prevailing party in any 
litigation or arbitration shall be entitled to recover all costs and fees associated with the action or 
arbitration, including, without limitation, all attorney’s fees and expert witness fees. 

17. Compliance with all Laws.  Grower is required to comply with all laws, regulations,
permitting, including but not limited to ETGSA Rules and Regulations. 

18. Governing Law.  The laws of the State of California shall govern under the
interpretation and enforcement of this Agreement. 

19. Interpretation.  The parties agree that the terms and provisions of this Agreement
embody their mutual intent and that such terms and conditions are not to be construed more 
liberally in favor, or more strictly against, any Party. 

20. Partial Invalidity.  If any term or provision of this Agreement, or the application
thereof to any person or circumstance shall, to any extent, be invalid or unenforceable, a provision 
shall be added to this Agreement as similar in terms to such invalid or unenforceable provision as 
may be possible, and be legal, valid and enforceable, and the remainder of this Agreement or the 
application of such term or provision to persons or circumstances other than those to which it is 
held invalid or unenforceable, shall not be affected thereby, and each remaining term and provision 
of this Agreement shall be valid and enforceable to the fullest extent permitted by law. 



21. Counterparts.  This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of which
shall be deemed an original and all of which, when taken together, shall constitute one and the 
same instrument.    

“Grower” “ETGSA” 

Eastern Tule Groundwater 
____________________ Sustainability Agency 

By 
     Rogelio Caudillo, General Manager 



 

EXHIBIT A 
GROWER APPLICATION 

  



EXHIBIT B 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF ENROLLED LANDS 



ETGSA Board Meeting 
June 1 , 2023 

Agenda Item 4.b 

Consider approval of Scope of Work for State Advocacy 
Services from Nossaman LLP 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Scope of Work for State Advocacy Services 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: Move to approve Scope of Work for State Advocacy Services.

Executive Summary: 

Presentation will be given by staff. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a



Agenda Item #4.b
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May 25, 2023 

Rogelio Caudillo 
General Manager 
Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
881 W. Morton Avenue, Suite D 
Porterville, CA 93257 

Re: State Advocacy Services 

Dear Mr. Caudillo: 

I appreciate the opportunity to present Nossaman’s qualifications to advocate on behalf of Eastern Tule 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (Eastern Tule GSA).  Nossaman understands the water related advocacy 
needs of Eastern Tule GSA and are committed to proactively support, defend or oppose any legislative, 
regulatory or budget actions that impact Eastern Tule GSA water operations, priority issues and policy positions. 

Nossaman has more than 30 years of water related legislative and advocacy experience in Sacramento 
and are well-regarded in the Legislature, Administration and with key State agencies and departments.  We 
believe Nossaman is uniquely suited to provide Eastern Tule GSA with legislative representation services for the 
following reasons: 

An Experienced Lobbyist.  I have the skills and experience to achieve state policy and funding success.  I am a 
registered state and federal lobbyist, providing legislative, regulatory and grant-funding solutions for a variety of 
clients.  I have an in-depth knowledge of the state budget process and 15 years of experience providing 
legislative and regulatory solutions for clients in California.  I excel at building strategic coalitions and leverage 
my deep-rooted relationships in Sacramento and Washington DC to assist clients in forming meaningful 
collaborations.  I have secured hundreds of millions of dollars in public funding, honing my creative writing skills 
for a wide range of community projects across California, including water infrastructure projects, housing 
projects, active transportation projects, natural resources and climate change mitigation projects, and vital 
public safety related projects. I have personally been involved in implementing robust legislative and state 
budget strategies, including most recently, significant state budget requests on behalf of the County of 
Monterey, Padre Dam Municipal Water District, and the City of East Palo Alto.   

Extensive Water Experience.  A leader in California’s water industry for more than 70 Years, Nossaman 
recognizes that the long-term supply of surface water, groundwater, reclaimed water and desalinated water is 
critical as resources become scarce throughout the State.  We offer clients an understanding of California laws 
and regulations that impact water from every possible perspective.  This enables us to uniquely advocate for and 
serve our clients' diverse needs effectively.  I have personally worked on water related advocacy and funding 
issues my entire career.  I currently represent two Municipal Water Districts in Southern California, and the 
County of Monterey, whose scope of work largely includes advocating for projects overseen by the Monterey 
County Water Resources Agency. 

A Strong Record of Successful Funding Advocacy.  We assist clients in identifying and evaluating funding 
opportunities within the legislative process or through open grant solicitations, preparing grant applications and 
executing advocacy strategies to ensure competitiveness.  We have directly helped secure more than $1 billion 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

621 Capitol Mall, Suite 2500 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
T 916.442.8888 
F 916.442.0382 

Ashley S. Walker 
D 916.930.7780 
awalker@nossaman.com 

VIA EMAIL 



in grant funds for clients including water districts, counties and cities, community-based organizations, and 
public corporations.  With decades of experience advising public and private agencies in the funding, delivery 
and implementation of industry-leading programs and projects, Nossaman stands ready to serve Eastern Tule 
GSA’s needs.   

A Competitive Value Position.  We understand the importance of delivering top-tier, extraordinary advocacy 
and expertise within a budget that public agencies require.  Our policy advisors and attorneys look for every 
possible way to add value and provide high quality service to help achieve client goals while minimizing costs.  

Based on Nossaman’s expertise, relationships and experience, I believe Nossaman is an excellent candidate to 
provide state and federal budget advocacy services.  I appreciate your consideration of our proposal and look 
forward to discussing it with you soon.  In the meantime, please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions. 

Sincerely, 

Ashley S. Walker 
Senior Policy Advisor 
Nossaman LLP 
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ETGSA Board Meeting 
June 1 , 2023 

Agenda Item 4.c 

Reports from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and 
Invoicing 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing  

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: None, Board may provide direction to staff. 

Executive Summary: 

Presentation will be given by staff. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a



ETGSA Board Meeting 
June 1 , 2023 

Agenda Item 5.a 

Report on ongoing ETGSA outreach efforts 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of ETGSA Outreach 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

In addition to its regular Board and Committee Meetings and email correspondence to its 
Interested Parties List, ETGSA continues to conduct community outreach regarding SGMA, 
ETGSA, and the development of ETGSA’s Draft GSP through a variety of events and other media. 

A summary of ETGSA’s outreach efforts in March is provided below: 

• ETGSA Meetings
o May 4, 2023 Board of Directors (42 Participants)

• Porterville Chamber of Commerce
o May 25, 2023 Porterville Chambers GAC Committee: Provided update to GAC

Committee on current GSA activities.

Background: 

SGMA requires that, “The groundwater sustainability agency shall consider the interests of all 
beneficial uses and users of groundwater, as well as those responsible for implementing 
groundwater sustainability plans…” (WAT § 10723.2). ETGSA undertakes outreach efforts, both 
individually and in collaboration with regional partners, to ensure that these interests are 
considered and provided with information pertinent and relevant to SGMA and the 
development of ETGSA’s GSP. The ETGSA Board of Directors adopted a Communication and 
Engagement Plan on October 5, 2018 that serves as a living guide to ETGSA’s outreach efforts. 

ETGSA’s Board and Committee meetings occur on a regular basis and, save for closed session as 
permitted pursuant the Brown Act, are open to the public. 



ETGSA Board Meeting 
June 1 , 2023 

ETGSA continues to encourage its stakeholders to engage the Agency with other opportunities 
for outreach. 

Fiscal Impact: 

• Monthly cost for Zoom Standard Pro: $15.89

Attachments: 

• n/a



ETGSA Board Meeting 
June 1 , 2023 

Agenda Item 6.a 

Receive reports from Finance Committee Members 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of Finance Committee Meetings 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

A report on the Meeting of the ETGSA Finance Committee, scheduled to be held on June 1, 
2023, will be given verbally. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a



ETGSA Board Meeting 
June 1 , 2023 

Agenda Item 7.a 

Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task 
Items 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Updates Regarding Tule Subbasin Coordination and Task Items 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

The Tule Subbasin Manager’s met via Zoom on April 19, 2023. Below is a summary of the updates, 
anticipated deliverables, and associated Exhibits: 

• Subbasin Grants – Updates on Prop. 68 Planning and SGM implementation grant.
• SGMA Implementation – Updates on the mitigation framework on subbasin monitoring

and DWR Inadequate Determination of Tule Subbasin GSPs.
• GSP – Managers have been coordinating with state agency representatives to continue

discussions regard GSP determination.  Made plans for a meeting on June 5th, 2023.
• Technical Advisory Committee (TAC): The next meeting of the TAC has been scheduled

for July 19, 2023 at 2pm.  Notices and agendas including call-in information for the TAC
meetings will be posted on the Tule Subbasin website: www.tulesgma.com.  Notice and
Agendas will also be provided by ETGSA.

The Tule Subbasin Management Zone 

The Tule Subbasin Management Zone Advisory Committee meets bi-monthly on the first 
Tuesday of the month. ETGSA General Manager Rogelio Caudillo serves as the GSA 
representative on the Advisory Committee. Below is a summary of the updates, anticipated 
deliverables, and associated Exhibits: 

• Tule Basin MZ Advisory Committee did not meet in May.
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The Tule Subbasin Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program 

The Tule Subbasin Mulitbenefit Land Repurposing Program will facilitate strategic land 
retirement, development of habitat resources, and protection and enhancement of water 
resources throughout the Tule Subbasin. The overarching goal of the Program is to support a 
transition to sustainable groundwater management while meeting economic, environmental, 
and social needs within the subbasin, in the understanding that these values are intrinsically 
linked to water resource management. 

• MLRP Project Partners has been working on outreach and the development of two
advisory committees, Community and Ag/Farming.  Additionally, work has started on
coordination for the development of the subbasin’s core plan.

• ETGSA has been meeting and coordinating with project partners in the development of
strategies for a plan in the Land Subsidence Management Area.  One of the three
currently planned workshops in the Tule Subbasin will take place in ETGSA.

Background: 

ETGSA is a member of the Tule Subbasin MOU Group. This group consists of the various GSAs 
overlying the Tule Subbasin. More information can be found at: www.tulesgma.com 

The Tule Subbasin GSAs have collectively engaged and contracted TH&Co to undertake various 
scopes of work to assist them in the completion of their GSPs, Coordination Agreement, and 
various technical matters that must be addressed in a coordinated Subbasin manner. 
Additionally, R.L. Schafer serves as the Tule Subbasin Coordinator and David De Groot/4Creeks 
serves as Technical Lead/Grant Lead/Secretary. Lower Tule River Irrigation District serves as 
Fiscal Agent to the Tule Subbasin MOU Group. 

Fiscal Impact: 

• N/A

Attachments: 

• N/A
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