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All items on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed for action, may be deliberated upon and may be subject to
action by the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors may consider agenda items in any order. Materials related
to an item on this agenda submitted to the Board of Directors after distribution of the agenda packet are available for
public inspection at the ETGSA Office, 881 W. Morton Avenue, Suite D, Porterville, California, during normal
business hours.

1. PUBLIC COMMENT

At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda. Under state law,
matters presented under this item cannot be discussed or acted upon by the Board at this time. For items appearing
on the agenda, the public is invited to make comments at the time the item comes up for Board consideration. Any
person addressing the Board will be limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes or the Chairman’s discretion. At all
times, please use the microphone and state your name for the record.

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS

3. CONSENT CALENDER

All Consent Calendar Items are considered routine and will be enacted in one motion. There will be no separate
discussion of these matters unless a request is made, in which event the item will be removed from the Consent
Calendar. All items removed from the Consent Calendar for further discussion will be heard at the end of Consent
Calendar.

a. Approval of April 6, 2023, Meeting of the Board Minutes.

b. Approval of ratification of bills paid and approval of bills to be paid. (Materials to be
distributed on the day of the Board Meeting.)

c. Ratify amended Office Lease Agreement with Rico Property Group, LLC for
additional Office Space.



4. ADMINISTRATION

a. ACTION — Consider approval of LandFlex Contracts

b. ACTION - Consider approval of Scope of Work for State Advocacy Services from
Nossaman LLP.

¢. Report from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing.

S. STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

a. Report on ongoing ETGSA outreach efforts.

6. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

a. Receive report from Finance Committee meeting.

7. TULE SUBBASIN AND REGIONAL REPORTS AND ITEMS

a. Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task Items.

8. CLOSED SESSION:

a. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL — ANTICIPATED LITIGATION:
[Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to Government Code Section
54956.9(d)(2)]

Number of Potential Cases: Five

9. CLOSED SESSION ITEMS:

a. Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1

10. NEXT MEETING DATE

a. Next Regular Meeting — Thursday, July 6, 2023 at 2 p.m.

11. ADJOURNMENT

A person with a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 may request the GSA Authority to provide a disability-
related modification or accommodation in order to participate in any public meeting of the GSA Authority. Such assistance includes appropriate
alternative formats for the agendas and agenda packets used for any public meetings of the GSA. Requests for such assistance and for agendas
and agenda packets shall be made in person, by telephone, facsimile, or written correspondence to the GSA Authority Secretary or to the City of
Porterville Public Works Department (559) 791-7804, at least 48 hours before a public GSA meeting.



ETGSA Board Meeting
June 1, 2023

Agenda Item 3.a-c

Consent Calendar

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors

Subject: Consent Calendar
Submitted By: General Manager
Recommended Action: Move to approve items under the Consent Calendar, approval of

items may be made in one motion.
Executive Summary:

e Approval of May 4, 2023 Meeting of the Board Minutes.
e Approval of Ratification of bills paid and approval of bills to be paid.
e Ratify amended Office Lease Agreement with Rico Property Group, LLC for additional
Office Space.
Attachments:

e Exhibit A: May 4, 2023 Meeting of the Board Minutes.

e Exhibit B: ETGSA Financial Statements (Unaudited) will be provided day of meeting

e Exhibit C: Ratify amended Office Lease Agreement with Rico Property Group, LLC for additional
Office Space.
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MINUTES OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING HELD MAY 4, 2023

At approximately 2:00 p.m. on May 4, 2023, at the City of Porterville, Council Chambers,
Chairman Eric Borba called to order the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Eastern Tule
Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint Powers Authority (“ETGSA”). The meeting was also
conducted remotely for members of the public.

Members Present: Eric Borba John Corkins
Steve Kisling Matthew Leider
Don Weyrauch Dyson Schneider
Dennis Townsend Geoffrey Galloway

Vanessa Yap

Members Absent: Curt Holmes

Others Present: Aubrey Mauritson Rogelio Caudillo
Sean Geivet Don Castle
William Bennett David De Groot
John M. Domondon Tien Tran
Aaron Hart Dalee Chang

PUBLIC COMMENT

Chairman Borba announced the public comment period. No public comment was presented.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Alternate Director Vanessa Yap announced that on March 14, 2023, Kern-Tulare Water District
notified the ETGSA that it will be withdrawing from the GSA for the purpose of forming its own
GSA.

General Manager Caudillo provided a reminder that ETGSA is currently searching to fill its
Controller position.

CONSENT CALENDAR

General Manager Caudillo referred the Board to Agenda Items 3a — 3b on the Consent Calendar
portion of the agenda. A copy of the Minutes of the April 6, 2023, Board Meeting is attached as
Agenda Item #3a. A copy of the financial statements is attached as Agenda Item #3b.



Director Corkins moved to approve Items #3a and #3b. Director Leider seconded, and the motion
was unanimously carried.

ADMINISTRATION

Consider Approval of ETGSA 9" Amended Rules and Regulations

General Counsel Mauritson provided a report on the Ninth Amended Rules and Regulations.
Attached hereto as Item #4a is a copy of the Ninth Amended Rules and Regulations.

Discussion ensued.

Director Corkins moved to approve the Ninth Amended Rules and Regulations. Director
Weyrauch seconded, and the motion was unanimously carried.

Consider Approval of a New Logo for ETGSA

General Manager Caudillo reported on new proposals for a new logo. Attached hereto and
incorporated by reference as Agenda Item #4b is a document containing the proposed logos.

Discussion ensued.

Director Galloway moved to approve the logo contained in the middle of the display. Director
Corkins seconded.

Public comment was presented by Bill Bennett.
The motion passed with a majority vote of the directors present.

Set Date for Public Hearing to Enforce Tier 1 Penalty Delinquencies (Water Code
Section 10732(b)(2).) (Proposed Date: June 15, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.)

General Counsel Mauritson provided an overview of the process for enforcement.

Director Corkins moved to set a June 15, 2023 public hearing date for ETGSA’s hearings on Tier
1 Penalty Delinquencies. Director Leider seconded, and the motion was unanimously carried.

Report from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing

Consulting Engineer De Groot provided a report on the ETGSA accounts and invoicing. Mr. De
Groot advised that 1% Quarter Tier 1 invoices will go out at the end of this month. He also reported
that statements for delinquent balances on Tier 1 accounts went out on April 19, 2023. Mr. De
Groot noted that new ET data has been received and will likely be uploaded early next week, and
that the water market board is now available. Currently, there are 1,716 accounts in Basinsafe.

Public comment was received from Aaron Hart.

Discussion ensued regarding Tier 2 penalties and transfer charges.
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Mr. De Groot announced Land Flex applications have been extended to May 9, 2023.

GOVERNMENTAL AND LEGISLATIVE MATTERS

Consider Approval for Request for Letters of Support from State Assemblyman Devon
Mathis: AB62 & AB66

General Manager Caudillo provided a report. Attached hereto and incorporated by reference as
Agenda Item 5a is copy of informational materials regarding the bills noted.

Director Townsend moved to approve letters of support for each bill. Director Weyrauch
seconded, and the motion was unanimously carried.

Discussion ensued.

Consider Approval for Request for Letters of Support from State Senator Shannon Grove:
SB550 & SB651

General Manager Caudillo provided a report. Attached hereto and incorporated by reference as
Agenda Item 5b is copy of informational materials regarding the bills noted.

No action was taken on this matter.

STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Report on Ongoing ETGSA Outreach Efforts

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on ongoing outreach efforts and upcoming events. A
copy of his report is attached as Agenda Item #6a and incorporated by reference.

Public comment was received from Tien Tran.
Discussion ensued regarding future workshops for Land Flex.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

Receive Report from Stakeholder Committee

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached as Agenda Item #7a.

Receive Report from the Finance Committee

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached as Agenda Item #7b.

TULE SUBBASIN AND REGIONAL REPORTS AND ITEMS




Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task Items

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task
Items. Attached hereto and incorporated by reference as Agenda Item #8a is a copy of the report.

Public comment was received from Tien Tran.

CLOSED SESSION

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION
[Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(2)]
Number of Potential Cases: Five

The Board of Directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section
54956.9(d)(2), met with General Counsel Aubrey Mauritson regarding five potential items of
anticipated litigation.

CLOSED SESSION ITEMS

Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1

Chairman Borba announced that there was no reportable action from closed session.

NEXT MEETING DATE

Next Regular Meeting — Thursday, June 1, 2023, at 2:00 p.m.

The next regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the ETGSA Joint Powers Authority shall be
held on June 1, 2023, at 2:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Borba adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Rogelio Caudillo, General Manager



Consent Calendar:
Exhibit C

COMMERCIAL LEASE

This Lease Agreement (this "Lease") is dated as of May 01, 2023, by and between Rico Property Group
LLC ("Landlord"), and Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency ("Tenant"). The parties agree as

follows:

PREMISES. Landlord, in consideration of the lease payments provided in this Lease, leases to Tenant 994
sq. ft. including three offices, usage of copy room, conference room & lobby (the "Premises") located at 881

W Morton Ave, Suite D, Porterville, CA 93257.
TERM. The lease term will begin on May 01, 2023 and will terminate on April 30, 2026.

LEASE PAYMENTS. Tenant shall pay to Landlord monthly installments of $1,900.00, payable in advance
on the first day of each month. Lease payments shall be made to the Landlord at 881 W. Morton Ave, Ste C,
Porterville, California 93257. The payment address may be changed from time to time by the Landlord.

POSSESSION. Tenant shall be entitled to possession on the first day of the term of this Lease, and shall
yield possession to Landlord on the last day of the term of this Lease, unless otherwise agreed by both
parties in writing. At the expiration of the term, Tenant shall remove its goods and effects and peaceably
yield up the Premises to Landlord in as good a condition as when delivered to Tenant, ordinary wear and tear

excepted.

EXCLUSIVITY. Landlord shall not directly or indirectly, through any employee, agent, or otherwise, lease
any space within the property (except the Premises herein described), or permit the use or occupancy of any
such space whose primary business activity is in, or may result in, competition with the Tenants primary
business activity. The Landlord hereby gives the Tenant the exclusive right to conduct their primary business

activity on the property.
STORAGE. Tenant shall be entitled to store items of personal property in the Copy Room and

Garage during the term of this Lease. Landlord shall not be liable for loss of, or damage to, such stored
items.

PROPERTY INSURANCE. Landlord and Tenant shall each maintain appropriate insurance for their
respective interests in the Premises and property located on the Premises. Landlord shall be named as an
additional insured in such policies. Tenant shall deliver appropriate evidence to Landlord as proof that
adequate insurance is in force issued by companies reasonably satisfactory to Landlord. Landlord shall
receive advance written notice from the insurer prior to any termination of such insurance policies. Tenant
shall also maintain any other insurance which Landlord may reasonably require for the protection of
Landlord's interest in the Premises. Tenant is responsible for maintaining casualty insurance on its own

property.

UTILITIES AND SERVICES. Landlord shall be responsible for all utilities and services incurred in
connection with the Premises.

TAXES. Taxes attributable to the Premises or the use of the Premises shall be allocated as follows:

REAL ESTATE TAXES. Landlord shall pay all real estate taxes and assessments for the Premises.



PERSONAL TAXES. Landlord shall pay all personal taxes and any other charges which may be levied
against the Premises and which are attributable to Tenant's use of the Premises, along with all sales and

/or use taxes (if any) that may be due in connection with lease payments.

TERMINATION UPON SALE OF PREMISES. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Lease,
Landlord may terminate this lease upon 30 days' written notice to Tenant that the Premises have been sold.

DEFAULTS. Tenant shall be in default of this Lease if Tenant fails to fulfill any lease obligation or term by
which Tenant is bound. Subject to any governing provisions of law to the contrary, if Tenant fails to cure
any financial obligation within 5 days (or any other obligation within 10 days) after written notice of such
default is provided by Landlord to Tenant, Landlord may take possession of the Premises without further
notice (to the extent permitted by law), and without prejudicing Landlord's rights to damages. In the
alternative, Landlord may elect to cure any default and the cost of such action shall be added to Tenant's
financial obligations under this Lease. Tenant shall pay all costs, damages, and expenses (including
reasonable attorney fees and expenses) suffered by Landlord by reason of Tenant's defaults. All sums of
money or charges required to be paid by Tenant under this Lease shall be additional rent, whether or not
such sums or charges are designated as "additional rent". The rights provided by this paragraph are
cumulative in nature and are in addition to any other rights afforded by law.

LATE PAYMENTS. For any payment that is not paid within 5 days after its due date, Tenant shall pay a
late fee of $150.00.

HOLDOVER. If Tenant maintains possession of the Premises for any period after the termination of this
Lease ("Holdover Period"), Tenant shall pay to Landlord lease payment(s) during the Holdover Period at a
rate equal to the most recent rate preceding the Holdover Period. Such holdover shall constitute a month-to-

month extension of this Lease.

CUMULATIVE RIGHTS. The rights of the parties under this Lease are cumulative, and shall not be
construed as exclusive unless otherwise required by law.

NON-SUFFICIENT FUNDS. Tenant shall be charged $50.00 for each check that is returned to Landlord
for lack of sufficient funds.

REMODELING OR STRUCTURAL IMPROVEMENTS. Tenant shall have the obligation to conduct
any construction or remodeling (at Tenant's expense) that may be required to use the Premises as specified
above. Tenant may also construct such fixtures on the Premises (at Tenant's expense) that appropriately
facilitate its use for such purposes. Such construction shall be undertaken and such fixtures may be erected
only with the prior written consent of the Landlord which shall not be unreasonably withheld. Tenant shall
not install awnings or advertisements on any part of the Premises without Landlord's prior written consent.
At the end of the lease term, Tenant shall be entitled to remove (or at the request of Landlord shall remove)
such fixtures, and shall restore the Premises to substantially the same condition of the Premises at the

commencement of this Lease.

ACCESS BY LANDLORD TO PREMISES. Subject to Tenant's consent (which shall not be unreasonably
withheld), Landlord shall have the right to enter the Premises to make inspections, provide necessary
services, or show the unit to prospective buyers, mortgagees, tenants or workers. However, Landlord does
not assume any liability for the care or supervision of the Premises. As provided by law, in the case of an
emergency, Landlord may enter the Premises without Tenant's consent. During the last three months of this
Lease, or any extension of this Lease, Landlord shall be allowed to display the usual "To Let" signs and

show the Premises to prospective tenants.

INDEMNITY REGARDING USE OF PREMISES. To the extent permitted by law, Tenant agrees to
indemnify, hold harmless, and defend Landlord from and against any and all losses, claims, liabilities, and




expenses, including reasonable attorney fees, if any, which Landlord may suffer or incur in connection with
Tenant's possession, use or misuse of the Premises, except Landlord's act or negligence.

DANGEROUS MATERIALS. Tenant shall not keep or have on the Premises any article or thing of a
dangerous, flammable, or explosive character that might substantially increase the danger of fire on the
Premises, or that might be considered hazardous by a responsible insurance company, unless the prior
written consent of Landlord is obtained and proof of adequate insurance protection is provided by Tenant to

Landlord.

COMPLIANCE WITH REGULATIONS. Tenant shall promptly comply with all laws, ordinances,
requirements and regulations of the federal, state, county, municipal and other authorities, and the fire
insurance underwriters. However, Tenant shall not by this provision be required to make alterations to the

exterior of the building or alterations of a structural nature.

MECHANICS LIENS. Neither the Tenant nor anyone claiming through the Tenant shall have the right to
file mechanics liens or any other kind of lien on the Premises and the filing of this Lease constitutes notice
that such liens are invalid. Further, Tenant agrees to (1) give actual advance notice to any contractors,
subcontractors or suppliers of goods, labor, or services that such liens will not be valid, and (2) take
whatever additional steps that are necessary in order to keep the premises free of all liens resulting from

construction done by or for the Tenant.

DISPUTE RESOLUTION. The parties will attempt to resolve any dispute arising out of or relating to this
Agreement through friendly negotiations amongst the parties. If the matter is not resolved by negotiation, the
parties will resolve the dispute using the below Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) procedure, unless the
dispute or controversy meets the requirements to be brought before California's small claims court or is an

unlawful detainer proceeding.

Any controversies or disputes arising out of or relating to this Agreement, other than those excepted above,
will be submitted to mediation in accordance with any statutory rules of mediation for the State of
California. If mediation does not successfully resolve the dispute, then the parties may proceed to seek an
alternative form of resolution in accordance with any other rights and remedies afforded to them by law.

ASSIGNABILITY/SUBLETTING. Tenant may not assign or sublease any interest in the Premises, nor
effect a change in the majority ownership of the Tenant (from the ownership existing at the inception of this
lease), nor assign, mortgage or pledge this Lease, without the prior written consent of Landlord, which shall

not be unreasonably withheld.

NOTICE. Notices under this Lease shall not be deemed valid unless given or served in writing and
forwarded by mail, postage prepaid, addressed as follows:

LANDLORD:

Rico Property Group LL.C
881 W Morton Ave, Suite C
Porterville, California 93257

TENANT:

Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency
881 W Morton Ave, Suiie D
Porterville, CA 93257




Such addresses may be changed from time to time by any party by providing notice as set forth above.
Notices mailed in accordance with the above provisions shall be deemed received on the third day after

posting.
GOVERNING LAW. This Lease shall be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of California.

ENTIRE AGREEMENT/AMENDMENT. This Lease Agreement contains the entire agreement of the
parties and there are no other promises, conditions, understandings or other agreements, whether oral or
written, relating to the subject matter of this Lease. This Lease may be modified or amended in writing, if the

writing is signed by the party obligated under the amendment.

SEVERABILITY. If any portion of this Lease shall be held to be invalid or unenforceable for any reason,
the remaining provisions shall continue to be valid and enforceable. If a court finds that any provision of this

Lease is invalid or unenforceable, but that by limiting such provision, it would become valid and
enforceable, then such provision shall be deemed to be written, construed, and enforced as so limited.

WAIVER. The failure of either party to enforce any provisions of this Lease shall not be construed as a
waiver or limitation of that party's right to subsequently enforce and compel strict compliance with every

provision of this Lease.

BINDING EFFECT. The provisions of this Lease shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of both
parties and their respective legal representatives, successors and assigns.

LANDLORD:
Rico Property Group LLC

/" /"/;:

Jo /gé’ BF ernanéfez Vice Pre31den

Date: %/Z @/Zj

TENANT:
Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency

By: Date:
Rogelio Caudillo, General Manager




ETGSA Board Meeting
June 1, 2023

Agenda Iltem 4.a

Consider approval of LandFlex Contracts

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors

Subject: ETGSA LandFlex Contracts
Submitted By: General Manager
Recommended Action: Move to approve ETGSA LandFlex Grant Contract

Executive Summary:
Consider approval of DRAFT ETGSA LandFlex Grant Program Contract.
Background:

The Department of Water Resources (DWR) has launched the LandFlex Program as a new and
innovative tool to protect drinking water wells. LandFlex has provided $25 million in block
grants thus far to local Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) to grant to growers. The
program will incentivize growers to limit agricultural groundwater pumping near drought-
stricken communities whose drinking water wells have gone dry or are close to going dry.
LandFlex will provide community benefits such as reduced pressures on drinking water wells,
groundwater overdraft prevention, and climate resilience by permanently reducing demand on
the state’s most critically overdrafted aquifers.

Fiscal Impact:
e n/a
Attachments:

e Exhibit A: DRAFT ETGSA LandFlex Grant Program Contract



Agenda Item #4.a
Exhibit A

EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY
LANDFLEX GRANT
WATER RIGHT CONTRACT

This Landflex Grant Water Right Contract (hereinafter “Contract” or “Agreement’) is
made this day of , 2023, by and between
(“Grower”) and the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“ETGSA”).

RECITALS

A. ETGSA has been awarded funds through the LandFlex Grant Program (“Program™),
subject to the terms and conditions contained within that certain contract (“GSA Contract”)
between ETGSA and the Department of Water Resources (“DWR”) regarding the administration
of the Program;

B. DWR has prescribed that funds awarded to GSAs pursuant to the Program shall be
awarded and distributed to interested growers according to the Grower Scoring Criteria and
Eligibility Guidelines (“Guidelines”);

C. Grower has submitted an application to participate in the LandFlex Program, which is
attached hereto and incorporated by reference as Exhibit A;

D. Grower has reviewed this Agreement, as well as the Guidelines, and desires to
participate in the program, and to cooperate with the GSA with respect to the performance of the
Agreement;

E. Funding available to Grower based on the GSA Contract is dependent upon total
qualified applications received by the ETGSA; and

F. Grower understands that to participate in the Program he or she must be in “good
standing” with the ETGSA, compliant with all rules and regulations, and not in violation of any

law, statute, regulation, or otherwise.

NOW THEREFORE, in and for consideration of the mutual covenants, conditions and promises
hereinafter set forth, the Parties hereby agree as follows:

AGREEMENT

1. Recitals. The above recitals are hereby incorporated by reference and made a part
of this Agreement as though fully set forth herein.

2. Land Fallowing. Grower shall fallow all lands identified in the application
submitted by Grower (“Enrolled Lands™), and all Enrolled Lands shall remain fallowed through
the effective date of this Agreement and May 30, 2024. The Enrolled Lands are more particularly
described in attached Exhibit B. To qualify as fallowed, the Enrolled Lands must eliminate or
reduce the consumption of overdraft pumping for the period identified. Examples of permissible



cultivation practices are dry-land farming, cover crops, and other practices which do not cause or
contribute to the consumption of any overdraft groundwater pumping.

3. Compensation. As consideration for the mutual covenants, conditions and promises
set forth herein, the ETGSA will compensate Grower using the following three payment
components: Immediate Drought Relief; Elimination of Overdraft Pumping Payment; and
Transition Payment. Compensation amounts provided herein are estimates as compensation is
dependent on the total amount of qualified applications received and available funding.

a. Payment Components

i. Immediate Drought Relief Payment

For each acre-foot of water not consumed due to conservation efforts made and entered
into as of the effective date of this Agreement, Grower is entitled to receive $350.00 (three hundred
and fifty dollars and zero cents) per acre-foot. To estimate the amount of water conserved, ETGSA
will utilize the prior Water Year, Water Year 2022 consumption amounts and compare with final
consumption numbers for Water Year 2023.

Your estimated groundwater conserved is: acre-feet.

Your estimated total payment for Drought Relief is: §

ii. Elimination of Overdraft Pumping Payment
Grower is entitled to up to $1,000.00 (one thousand dollars and zero cents) for each acre-
foot of Tier 1 Penalty Allocation allocated in Water Year 2023. For ETGSA, the Tier 1 Penalty

Allocation rate was 0.81 acre-feet per acre for Water Year 2023.

Your Water Year 2023 Estimated Elimination of Overdraft Pumping Payment is: $.

Dependent on available funding, Grower may be entitled to compensation for additional
Tier 1 Penalty Allocation in his or her account for the Enrolled Lands from prior year allocations
(hereinafter referred to as “Tier 1 Carryover”). For example, if Grower did not consume any of
his Tier 1 Penalty Allocation allocated in Water Year 2022 for the Enrolled Lands, he may be
eligible to receive additional funding.

iti. Transition Payment
Grower is entitled to receive between $250.00 (two hundred and fifty dollars and zero
cents) and $2,800.00 (two thousand and eight hundred dollars and zero cents) per acre for the
permanent removal of permanent tree crops, purchasing upcycled ag waste for dairy feed

replacing, and planting cover crops that use natural rainfall to grow.

Your Estimated Transition Payment is: $




b. Total Payments

These three payment components result in a total estimated payment of $
ETGSA shall compensate Grower in two installments for amounts approved in the grant award
The first installment shall be paid to Grower by based on the total estimated
payment. The second installment shall be paid to Grower by , following
the verification of requirements within all three payment categories have been met and any
adjustments made pursuant to estimated assumptions derived at the effective date of this
Agreement. Grower shall not be entitled to any further compensation once the second installment
has been paid.

Any and all payments are subject to receipt of funds from the State pursuant to the GSA
Contract. ETGSA is under no obligation to compensate Grower unless funds are received pursuant
to the GSA Contract.

4. No Extraction of Tier 1 Penalty Allocation(s).

a. Tier I Penalty Allocation Restrictions

Pursuant to Section 4.03(b) of the ETGSA Ninth Amended Rules and Regulations
approved May 4, 2023 and any subsequent amendments thereto (hereinafter “ETGSA Rules and
Regulations”), Grower hereby waives any right to receive any future Tier 1 Penalty Allocations
for the Enrolled Lands. Grower is prohibited from using any Tier 1 Penalty Allocations regardless
of source on the Enrolled Lands, including but not limited to, Tier 1 Penalty Allocations allocated
to lands owned by Grower, but not enrolled pursuant to the LandFlex Program, or purchased Tier
1 Penalty Allocations from third parties.

b. Sustainable Yield Allocation(s)

Grower shall be entitled to continue to receive any applicable Sustainable Yield
Allocation(s) pursuant to Section 4.03(a) of the ETGSA Rules and Regulations. Grower is not
prohibited from applying Sustainable Yield Allocation he or she received via transfer pursuant to
Section 4.03(c).

c. Recharge or Banked Credits

Grower is not prohibited from applying Direct Diversions of Surface Water or Surface
Water Recharge Credits as defined pursuant to ETGSA Rules and Regulations Section 3.03(a) and
(d) on the Enrolled Lands.

5. Perpetuity. The restrictions set forth herein shall be in perpetuity, unless
subsequently amended in writing by both Parties, or any successors in interest to both Parties. A
Memorandum providing notice of this restriction with respect to the Enrolled Lands shall be
prepared by ETGSA and recorded in the office of the Tulare County Recorder.



6. Dust Mitigation Plan. No later than , Grower shall prepare
and submit to ETGSA a dust mitigation plan, such as a cover crop planting strategy, chipping, or
a water truck application plan. Grower is required to comply with any and all existing and future
laws or regulations regarding dust mitigation, including but not limited to those restrictions
imposed by the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control Board.

7. Cooperation with GSA. Grower agrees to cooperate with ETGSA in all matters
related to the performance of this Agreement. In addition, Grower agrees to provide timely and
accurate information regarding all matters related to the GSA Contract, as well as all matters
referenced in the Guidelines.

8. Indemnity and Hold Harmless. To the fullest extent permitted by law, Grower shall
indemnify, hold harmless, and defend ETGSA, its directors, officers, employees, consultants,
agents or authorized volunteers, and each of them, from any and all claims, demands, causes of
action, damages, costs, expenses, losses or liabilities, in law or in equity, of every kind or nature
whatsoever, arising out of or in any manner directly or indirectly connected with Grower’s breach
of this Agreement.

0. Access to Lands. Applicant agrees to provide access to ETGSA with respect to the
Enrolled Lands.
10.  Successor and Assigns. All of the terms, covenants and provisions hereof shall

inure to the benefit of and be binding upon the respective successors and assigns of the Parties
hereto.

1. Regulatory Condition; Mutual Benefit. As this Agreement is required by DWR as
a condition of participation in the Program by both Grower and GSA, the Parties hereby
acknowledge that the execution of this Agreement shall constitute a mutual benefit to both Parties
in that it will facilitate participation in the Program.

12. Default. Grower shall be in default of this Agreement if any of the following occur:
(1) the Enrolled Lands are not fallowed for the entirety of the period ending May 30, 2024; (2)
Tier 1 Penalty Allocation(s) are consumed on the Enrolled Lands; (3) Grower has not prepared, or
is not complying with, a dust mitigation plan; or (4) Grower is not in “good standing” with the
ETGSA.

13. Remedies. If Grower defaults, or otherwise materially breaches this Agreement,
the GSA may require the following: (1) repayment of entire Grant Award; (2) withholding future
Grant payments; (3) reduction in future years allocations for property owned by Applicant within
the ETGSA; or (4) take any other action it deems appropriate for the implementation of the
Program, its performance of the GSA Contract, or the performance of this Agreement.



14. Lien. Grower consents that any amounts owed by him or her pursuant to the
Agreement shall constitute an equitable lien, subject to judicial foreclosure, against all lands owned
by Grower within the County of Tulare, and that notice of said lien may, at any time, be recorded
in the office of the Tulare County Recorded, a certificate specifying the amount of such charges
and the name and address of the person liable therefor.

15. Grower Representations, Warranties, and Covenants. Grower represents and
warrants to ETGSA that Grower is the sole owner of the Enrolled Lands and has the unrestricted
right and authority to enter into this Agreement. Each person signing this Agreement on behalf of
Grower is authorized to do so, and all persons and entities having any ownership or possessory
interest in Grower’s Property are signing this Agreement. Grower represents and warrants that he
or she has complied with all required regulations and guidelines of the LandFlex Program, and that
all of the representations made by Grower in Grower’s application to the Program are true and
correct.

16.  Attorney’s Fees. In the event of a dispute between the parties related to or arising
from this Agreement or any of the actions or events described herein, the prevailing party in any
litigation or arbitration shall be entitled to recover all costs and fees associated with the action or
arbitration, including, without limitation, all attorney’s fees and expert witness fees.

17. Compliance with all Laws. Grower is required to comply with all laws, regulations,
permitting, including but not limited to ETGSA Rules and Regulations.

18. Governing Law. The laws of the State of California shall govern under the
interpretation and enforcement of this Agreement.

19. Interpretation. The parties agree that the terms and provisions of this Agreement
embody their mutual intent and that such terms and conditions are not to be construed more
liberally in favor, or more strictly against, any Party.

20. Partial Invalidity. If any term or provision of this Agreement, or the application
thereof to any person or circumstance shall, to any extent, be invalid or unenforceable, a provision
shall be added to this Agreement as similar in terms to such invalid or unenforceable provision as
may be possible, and be legal, valid and enforceable, and the remainder of this Agreement or the
application of such term or provision to persons or circumstances other than those to which it is
held invalid or unenforceable, shall not be affected thereby, and each remaining term and provision
of this Agreement shall be valid and enforceable to the fullest extent permitted by law.




21. Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of which
shall be deemed an original and all of which, when taken together, shall constitute one and the
same instrument.

“Grower” “ETGSA”

Eastern Tule Groundwater
Sustainability Agency

By

Rogelio Caudillo, General Manager



EXHIBIT A
GROWER APPLICATION



EXHIBIT B
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF ENROLLED LANDS



ETGSA Board Meeting
June 1, 2023

Agenda Iltem 4.b

Consider approval of Scope of Work for State Advocacy
Services from Nossaman LLP

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors

Subject: Scope of Work for State Advocacy Services
Submitted By: General Manager
Recommended Action: Move to approve Scope of Work for State Advocacy Services.

Executive Summary:
Presentation will be given by staff.
Background:
e n/a
Fiscal Impact:
e n/a
Attachments:

e n/a



Agenda Item #4.b

Exhibit A

A View of Nossaman

Prepared for

Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency

May 25, 2023

Prepared by

Ashley S. Walker

621 Capitol Mall, Suite 2500
Sacramento, CA 95814
916.930.7780
awalker@nossaman.com
nossaman.com
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VIA EMAIL ATTORNEYS AT LAW
621 Capitol Mall, Suite 2500
Sacramento, CA 95814

T 916.442.8888
May 25, 2023 F 916.442.0382

. . Ashley S. Walker
Rogelio Caudillo D 916)./930.7780

General Manager awalker@nossaman.com
Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency

881 W. Morton Avenue, Suite D

Porterville, CA 93257

Re: State Advocacy Services
Dear Mr. Caudillo:

| appreciate the opportunity to present Nossaman’s qualifications to advocate on behalf of Eastern Tule
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (Eastern Tule GSA). Nossaman understands the water related advocacy
needs of Eastern Tule GSA and are committed to proactively support, defend or oppose any legislative,
regulatory or budget actions that impact Eastern Tule GSA water operations, priority issues and policy positions.

Nossaman has more than 30 years of water related legislative and advocacy experience in Sacramento
and are well-regarded in the Legislature, Administration and with key State agencies and departments. We
believe Nossaman is uniquely suited to provide Eastern Tule GSA with legislative representation services for the
following reasons:

An Experienced Lobbyist. | have the skills and experience to achieve state policy and funding success. |am a
registered state and federal lobbyist, providing legislative, regulatory and grant-funding solutions for a variety of
clients. | have an in-depth knowledge of the state budget process and 15 years of experience providing
legislative and regulatory solutions for clients in California. | excel at building strategic coalitions and leverage
my deep-rooted relationships in Sacramento and Washington DC to assist clients in forming meaningful
collaborations. | have secured hundreds of millions of dollars in public funding, honing my creative writing skills
for a wide range of community projects across California, including water infrastructure projects, housing
projects, active transportation projects, natural resources and climate change mitigation projects, and vital
public safety related projects. | have personally been involved in implementing robust legislative and state
budget strategies, including most recently, significant state budget requests on behalf of the County of
Monterey, Padre Dam Municipal Water District, and the City of East Palo Alto.

Extensive Water Experience. A leader in California’s water industry for more than 70 Years, Nossaman
recognizes that the long-term supply of surface water, groundwater, reclaimed water and desalinated water is
critical as resources become scarce throughout the State. We offer clients an understanding of California laws
and regulations that impact water from every possible perspective. This enables us to uniquely advocate for and
serve our clients' diverse needs effectively. | have personally worked on water related advocacy and funding
issues my entire career. | currently represent two Municipal Water Districts in Southern California, and the
County of Monterey, whose scope of work largely includes advocating for projects overseen by the Monterey
County Water Resources Agency.

A Strong Record of Successful Funding Advocacy. We assist clients in identifying and evaluating funding
opportunities within the legislative process or through open grant solicitations, preparing grant applications and
executing advocacy strategies to ensure competitiveness. We have directly helped secure more than $1 billion



in grant funds for clients including water districts, counties and cities, community-based organizations, and
public corporations. With decades of experience advising public and private agencies in the funding, delivery
and implementation of industry-leading programs and projects, Nossaman stands ready to serve Eastern Tule
GSA’s needs.

A Competitive Value Position. We understand the importance of delivering top-tier, extraordinary advocacy
and expertise within a budget that public agencies require. Our policy advisors and attorneys look for every
possible way to add value and provide high quality service to help achieve client goals while minimizing costs.

Based on Nossaman’s expertise, relationships and experience, | believe Nossaman is an excellent candidate to
provide state and federal budget advocacy services. | appreciate your consideration of our proposal and look
forward to discussing it with you soon. In the meantime, please feel free to contact me if you have any
questions.

Sincerely,

Walkeer

Ashley S. Walker
Senior Policy Advisor
Nossaman LLP



What Sets Us Apart

Our clients and our people are what define Nossaman. Our clients provide us with
opportunities to help them improve communities, safeguard natural resources, provide
access to healthcare and bring energy to homes and businesses. Our people are passionate,
committed and creative. We are a group with unique perspectives, ideas and approaches
that move things forward. When you pair vital projects and critical matters with innovative
people, anything is possible.

Our expertise is focused in distinct areas of law and policy, as well as in specific industries. With a strong
foundation in California, we have built nationally recognized practices in infrastructure, environment and real estate,
healthcare, public pensions, government relations, and corporate law.

Nossaman has been an industry-leader in California for more than eight decades. We know the land, the law, the
courts and the lawmakers. We also know the issues, from

congested highways and environmental conservation issues to One of the things that sets Nossaman
scarce water supply and unique workforce regulations. Today, apart is that many of our engagements
with attorneys and policy advisors in California, Arizona, Texas, could be deemed "white hat" matters —

we're helping to address critical national
needs through our work on
transportation, environmental, social
infrastructure, water management and
healthcare projects.

Washington state and the nation’s capital, we help solve many of
the complex challenges confronting public agencies and
companies doing business in California and across the country.

ABOUT US

— David Graeler, Managing Partner

For more than 80 years, Nossaman has been home to some of
the brightest legal minds and most creative thinkers. With nine offices spanning the U.S., we utilize a multi-
disciplinary approach that combines the skill and experience of our litigators with our transactional and regulatory
attorneys, and policy advisors to achieve client goals. Every day, our 150+ attorneys and policy advisors work to
help clients define success and develop innovative strategies to move forward.
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Learn more at nossaman.com.

All the recognition we receive is rooted in trust. Clients trust that we are committed to their success and that we will
uphold their values as we strive to help them advance. Our attorneys, advisors and professionals trust that
Nossaman will continue to embody their shared values of excellence, integrity, client service, diversity, creativity,
accountability, and teamwork. These recent awards are a reflection of our clients' trust in us and our peoples' belief
in our Firm and our future.

e Chambers & Partners recognized the Firm's Eminent Domain, Environment & Land Use, Healthcare and
Infrastructure Groups in its 2022 Chambers USA guide of leading law firms and lawyers as well as the Firm's
Infrastructure Group in Chambers Global

e In 2022, Legal 500 recognized Nossaman in four categories: Project Finance: Advice to Sponsors;
Environment: Litigation; Energy: Renewable/Alternative Power; and, Real Estate: Land Use/Zoning

e Ranked in the top third of U.S. firms by the National Law Journal in its 2021 Women in Law Scorecard

e Ranked Among "Best Law Firms" in the U.S. by U.S. News & World Report and Best Lawyers

e Recognized by Law360 in 2021 as a "California Powerhouse," one of only five in the State

e Recognized as one of the "Top 25 Best Midsize Law Firms for Diversity" by Vault

e Ranked among Vault's "Best Midsize Law Firms for Pro Bono"

e Ranked among the Top 10 “Most Diverse Equity Partnerships” by Law360 in its 2021 Diversity Snapshot
e Recognized as a top firm for minority attorneys in Law360’s 2021 Diversity Snapshot

e Ranked by Law360 as one on the Top 10 firms for female equity partners (midsized law firm category)

e Recognized on Vault's “Top 150 Under 150" list highlighting the leading small and midsize law firms in 2021

Corporate

Eminent Domain & Valuation
Employment

Environment & Land Use
Government Relations & Regulation
Healthcare

Infrastructure

Insurance Recovery & Counseling
Intellectual Property

Litigation

Pensions, Benefits & Investments
Real Estate

Water
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INDUSTRIES

Energy & Utilities
Government & Public Sector
Healthcare

Real Property
Transportation

Water
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California Advocacy

Nossaman paved the way. We launched our Sacramento legislative advocacy practice back
in 1986. At the time, we were the first major law firm to provide lobbying services. Since
then, we have enhanced our ability to advocate for clients facing issues and pursuing
opportunities in California.

Our public policy advisors are well-connected in Sacramento, reflecting the Firm’s robust public policy legacy. We
have a strong track record of successfully advocating for clients in the areas of water, transportation, healthcare,
environment, telecommunications, energy, and financial services. Our clients include private sector companies from
many major industries and regulated utilities, trade associations, and local governments.

Our seasoned professionals have diverse backgrounds and areas of expertise developed within the California
legislative and regulatory environment. We are a bi-partisan firm that works with the Governor and his
administrative and regulatory agencies as well as the senior staff and Members of the Legislature. Our state
lobbying clients have included government entities and public agencies seeking assistance navigating the state
law-making, regulatory and funding processes.

Our advisors are also well respected in Sacramento, reflecting the strong legacy of former Senators Dick Ackerman
and John Foran, former Assembly Members Jack Knox, and Bill Bagley, and California's longest serving Legislative
Counsel, Bion Gregory. We continue to provide innovative, well-informed, savvy solutions to our California clients.

From direct lobbying of Legislators and testifying on legislation to political contribution programs and strategic
grass-roots efforts, we get results.

AREAS OF CONCENTRATION

Associations, Coalitions & Foundations
California Advocacy

Campaign Finance, Election Law & Ethics
Federal Advocacy

Foreign Corrupt Practices Act

Lobbyist Registration & Reporting
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Water

From traditional water law issues - water rights, supply and quality - to procuring new
infrastructure, addressing environmental impact and utility formation and regulation, we
counsel clients from the source to the tap.

Nossaman has been a leader in California's water industry for more than seventy years. Our team understands
California and federal law and regulations that impact water from every possible perspective, which enables us to
serve our clients' diverse needs effectively. We represent watermasters, water districts, cities, utilities, developers,
agricultural growers and processors, design-builders, operators, and local, regional, and state agencies on a wide
range of environmental, financing, water law, and water utility issues, including related litigation.

We have an extensive public agency practice, representing well over a hundred public agencies and governmental
entities at the local, state, and federal levels. As a result, we have an in-depth understanding of the legal and
political issues and constraints confronting public entities. We have worked with dozens of water agencies to
acquire and protect clean, reliable water supplies. We work daily with engineers, hydrologists, geologists, water
quality specialists, and other professionals whose assistance is often crucial to the successful resolution of water
law, water rights and other natural resource legal matters.

Our team includes an active legislative and administrative advocacy practice to help clients achieve legislative and

administrative solutions to the legal, environmental, and political barriers to permitting, construction, development,

and project approval. We provide specialized services in the areas of water industry and supply, water rights, water
quality management and compliance, policy, litigation, environment & land use, infrastructure, real estate, eminent

domain and employment law.

In addition to project procurement and right-of-way, rate setting, permitting and cyber security, we also provide
advice to boards and staff on public meeting requirements, complying with public records requirements, and
identifying and resolving potential conflicts of interest. We offer training for board members and staff and provide
regular updates on legal issues and emerging trends occurring in the industry that may affect our clients.
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Ashley S. Walker

Senior Policy Advisor
Sacramento

awalker@nossaman.com | 916.930.7780

Ashley Walker is a Senior Policy Advisor providing state and federal legislative solutions and grant funding
advocacy for a variety of clients with interests in water, sustainable communities, housing, and education issues.
She is an expert on water and education policy issues and is based in the Firm’s Sacramento office.

Ashley has many years of experience effectively representing client interests before the California Legislature and
Federal government, and has in-depth knowledge of both the state and federal budget processes. Ashley excels at
building strategic coalitions and leverages her deep-rooted relationships in Sacramento to assist clients in forming
meaningful collaborations.

Ashley excels at grant writing and advocacy, and has secured hundreds of millions of state and federal dollars in
public funding honing her creative writing skills, for a wide range of community projects across the State, including
water infrastructure, affordable housing, parks and trails, cultural and recreational facilities, sustainable
communities strategy planning, environmental enhancements, and vital public safety equipment.

Padre Dam Municipal Water District. Provides state legislative lobbying services to the District, and helped craft
the District’s first-ever legislative policies guidelines document. Advocates for funding for water infrastructure
projects through the state budget process and competitive grant funding opportunities.

Olivenhain Municipal Water District (OMWD). Provides state legislative lobbying, regulatory, and funding
advocacy services for OMWD, with a focus on policies impacting providing safe clean drinking water, wastewater,
recycled water, hydroelectricity and recreational opportunities. Advocates for water infrastructure funding through
the legislative process.

East County Advanced Water Purification Program JPA. Provides state and federal funding advocacy for the
Advanced Water Purification (AWP) Program which will create a new, local, sustainable and drought-proof drinking
water supply by using state-of-the-art technology to purify East San Diego County’s recycled water to produce up
to 30 percent of East County’s drinking water supply. To date, Nossaman has helped secure over $4.4 million
through federal and state budget requests.

County of Monterey. Serves as the State advocate for the County on all issues of priority related to the State
budget, housing, water, social services, public safety, and natural resources. Has passed multiple state sponsored
bills on behalf of the County, and has helped secure over $33 million in state budget funding for County-specific
projects. Provides local, state, and federal grant consulting services, including research grant programs, assisting
in the development of competitive applications and narrative, developing relationships with key decision makers
and securing community and political support for projects.



SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

Moderator, "Turning the Tide on Cybersecurity for the Water Sector," Nossaman's 2021 Water Webinar Series,
11.16.2021

Speaker, "Flood or Drought? A Discussion of the Election’s Potential Legislative Impacts on the Water Sector,"
Nossaman's 2020 Water Webinar Series, 12.03.2020

Speaker, "Community Services Programs," Association of Community and Continuing Education (ACCE) 2020
Annual Statewide Conference, Sacramento, CA, 2020

Speaker, "Legislative Update," Association of Community and Continuing Education (ACCE) 2019 Annual
Statewide Conference, San Diego, CA, 02.2019

Speaker, "Telling Our Story: Helping Policymakers Understand Community Services," Association of Community
and Continuing Education (ACCE) 2019 Annual Statewide Conference, San Diego, CA, 02.2019

Speaker, "ACCE Legislative Platform Review," Fall 2018 Association of Community and Continuing Education
(ACCE) Northern & Southern Drive-In Workshops, CA, 10.19.2018, 11.08.2018

Speaker, "Legislative Guidance & Advocacy," Association of Community and Continuing Education (ACCE) 2018
Statewide Conference, Oakland, CA, 02.08.2018

Speaker, "Legislative Update," Association of Community and Continuing Education (ACCE) 2017 Annual
Conference, San Diego, CA, 02.02.2017

Speaker, "STRONG 2016: Developing Hornets' Hearts & Minds," Sacramento, CA, 04.29.2016

Speaker, "State Legislative Update," Association of Community and Continuing Education (ACCE) 2016 Statewide
Conference, Monterey, CA, 02.26.2016

PUBLICATIONS
Contributor, "California Water Views - 2023 Outlook," Nossaman Periodical, 04.01.2023

Co-Author, "$1,000,000,000 Now Available to State, Local & Tribal Entities for Cybersecurity Planning &
Improvement," Nossaman eAlert, 09.16.2022

Co-Author, "Pork-Lite, The New Way to Earmark," Nossaman eAlert, 03.18.2021
Co-Author, "Planning for Regional Variations to California’s Stay-At-Home Orders," Nossaman eAlert, 05.06.2020

Co-Author, "CA Governor Newsom’s COVID-19 Transition Plan: ‘New Normal’ To Be Determined by Your Local
Government," Nossaman eAlert, 04.16.2020

Member, Capitol Network
Member, Institute of Governmental Advocates



PRACTICES

Government Relations & Regulation
California Advocacy
Federal Advocacy

INDUSTRIES

Government & Public Sector

EDUCATION

California State University, Sacramento, B.A., 2009



SCOPE OF WORK

If selected, | will make it my priority to provide Eastern Tule GSA with timely, high-quality legislative services. | will
leverage my expertise, as well as my key relationships with legislators, Administration officials and other
stakeholders at the state level, to successfully advance the agency’s legislative, regulatory and funding objectives.

On the onset of the contract, | will meet with Eastern Tule GSA to establish an effective system that fosters open
communication. | will work with Eastern Tule GSA to identify and prioritize legislation and regulatory issues
affecting Eastern Tule GSA’s policy interests, recommend a dynamic legislative strategy for promoting or defending
said interests, and upon approval, implement the strategy under Eastern Tule GSA’s supervision.

Nossaman will be available to support all state government advocacy goals. My overall approach is to meet with
legislators and staff on legislation and funding of interest to the Eastern Tule GSA, draft legislation and
amendments as needed, coordinate or provide testimony at legislative and administrative agency hearings, attend
meetings and otherwise represent Eastern Tule GSA’s positions in the public policy arena. | will assist with all
external communications relating to state government advocacy and administrative issues, including position
letters, briefing packets and talking points. Nossaman will also assist in preparing Eastern Tule GSA leadership and
staff for meetings with legislators or testimony before the Legislature, Administration and agencies, commissions
and departments.

| will provide the following state legislative advocacy services on an ongoing basis, while working under the
direction of Eastern Tule GSA’s Board of Directors and staff.

e Represent Eastern Tule GSA’s interests with the Governor’s Office, legislators and staff, state agencies (i.e.
Department of Water Resources, California Environmental Protection Agency, and Natural Resources
Agency), Boards (i.e. State Water Resources Control Board), commissions and legislative bodies.

e Establish an active presence and involvement in the political, regulatory and legislative actions on behalf of
Eastern Tule GSA.

e Provide legislative tracking and analysis of any proposals that may impact Eastern Tule GSA.

e Provide strategic guidance and recommendations to assist Eastern Tule GSA maximize its policy influence
and achieve its legislative and regulatory goals/objectives

e Advocate on legislation and issues in response to formal positions taken by Eastern Tule GSA.

e Attend legislative and/or public hearings, testify when needed (as requested), and provide information
regarding those hearings as they may affect Eastern Tule GSA.

e Assist with the preparation of legislative and regulatory correspondence, written testimony and/or talking
points for hearings and other legislative activities.

e Interact with and represent Eastern Tule GSA in front of regulatory agencies, monitor important regulatory
issues, and help identify and secure state grant funds for Eastern Tule GSA and its member agencies.

e Assistin developing strategies to successfully implement Eastern Tule GSA’s legislative and regulatory
goals.

e Assist with coordination and interfacing with state legislative and other offices.



Rates

We understand the importance of delivering top-tier, extraordinary counsel and expertise within a budget that
public agencies require. Our attorneys look for every possible way to add value and provide high quality service to
help clients achieve their goals while minimizing legal costs.

We are pleased to offer the following fee schedule to Eastern Tule GSA for assisting them in their water related
advocacy needs. In recognition of this opportunity, we are proposing the below schedule of hourly billing rates:

Senior
Ashley Walker Policy
Advisor

$550

In addition to the above hourly rates, we offer a fixed retainer of $6,500 per month. Typically, a monthly retainer
arrangement has worked best for clients with regulatory and state matters. This allows the client to budget for our
fees and avoid unexpected invoices. It has been our observation over the years that this method of billing is more
satisfactory to clients than hourly billing because we are able to accomplish client objectives under the retainer
agreement regardless of our team members' hourly rates.
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ETGSA Board Meeting
June 1, 2023

Agenda Iltem 4.c

Reports from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and
Invoicing

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors

Subject: ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing
Submitted By: General Manager
Recommended Action: None, Board may provide direction to staff.

Executive Summary:
Presentation will be given by staff.
Background:
e n/a
Fiscal Impact:
e n/a
Attachments:

e n/a



ETGSA Board Meeting
June 1, 2023

Agenda Iltem 5.a
Report on ongoing ETGSA outreach efforts

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors

Subject: Summary of ETGSA Outreach
Submitted By: General Manager
Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes)

Executive Summary:

In addition to its regular Board and Committee Meetings and email correspondence to its
Interested Parties List, ETGSA continues to conduct community outreach regarding SGMA,
ETGSA, and the development of ETGSA’s Draft GSP through a variety of events and other media.

A summary of ETGSA’s outreach efforts in March is provided below:

e ETGSA Meetings
o May 4, 2023 Board of Directors (42 Participants)
e Porterville Chamber of Commerce
o May 25, 2023 Porterville Chambers GAC Committee: Provided update to GAC
Committee on current GSA activities.

Background:

SGMA requires that, “The groundwater sustainability agency shall consider the interests of all
beneficial uses and users of groundwater, as well as those responsible for implementing
groundwater sustainability plans...” (WAT § 10723.2). ETGSA undertakes outreach efforts, both
individually and in collaboration with regional partners, to ensure that these interests are
considered and provided with information pertinent and relevant to SGMA and the
development of ETGSA’s GSP. The ETGSA Board of Directors adopted a Communication and
Engagement Plan on October 5, 2018 that serves as a living guide to ETGSA’s outreach efforts.

ETGSA’s Board and Committee meetings occur on a regular basis and, save for closed session as
permitted pursuant the Brown Act, are open to the public.



ETGSA Board Meeting
June 1, 2023

ETGSA continues to encourage its stakeholders to engage the Agency with other opportunities
for outreach.

Fiscal Impact:
e Monthly cost for Zoom Standard Pro: $15.89
Attachments:

e n/a



ETGSA Board Meeting
June 1, 2023

Agenda Item 6.a

Receive reports from Finance Committee Members

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors

Subject: Summary of Finance Committee Meetings
Submitted By: General Manager
Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes)

Executive Summary:

A report on the Meeting of the ETGSA Finance Committee, scheduled to be held on June 1,
2023, will be given verbally.

Background:
e n/a
Fiscal Impact:
e n/a
Attachments:

e n/a



ETGSA Board Meeting
June 1, 2023

Agenda Iltem 7.a

Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task
Items

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors

Subject: Updates Regarding Tule Subbasin Coordination and Task Items
Submitted By: General Manager
Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes)

Executive Summary:

The Tule Subbasin Manager’s met via Zoom on April 19, 2023. Below is a summary of the updates,
anticipated deliverables, and associated Exhibits:

e Subbasin Grants — Updates on Prop. 68 Planning and SGM implementation grant.

e SGMA Implementation — Updates on the mitigation framework on subbasin monitoring
and DWR Inadequate Determination of Tule Subbasin GSPs.

e GSP - Managers have been coordinating with state agency representatives to continue
discussions regard GSP determination. Made plans for a meeting on June 5%, 2023.

e Technical Advisory Committee (TAC): The next meeting of the TAC has been scheduled
for July 19, 2023 at 2pm. Notices and agendas including call-in information for the TAC
meetings will be posted on the Tule Subbasin website: www.tulesgma.com. Notice and
Agendas will also be provided by ETGSA.

The Tule Subbasin Management Zone

The Tule Subbasin Management Zone Advisory Committee meets bi-monthly on the first
Tuesday of the month. ETGSA General Manager Rogelio Caudillo serves as the GSA
representative on the Advisory Committee. Below is a summary of the updates, anticipated
deliverables, and associated Exhibits:

e Tule Basin MZ Advisory Committee did not meet in May.



ETGSA Board Meeting
June 1, 2023

The Tule Subbasin Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program

The Tule Subbasin Mulitbenefit Land Repurposing Program will facilitate strategic land
retirement, development of habitat resources, and protection and enhancement of water
resources throughout the Tule Subbasin. The overarching goal of the Program is to support a
transition to sustainable groundwater management while meeting economic, environmental,
and social needs within the subbasin, in the understanding that these values are intrinsically
linked to water resource management.

e MLRP Project Partners has been working on outreach and the development of two
advisory committees, Community and Ag/Farming. Additionally, work has started on
coordination for the development of the subbasin’s core plan.

e ETGSA has been meeting and coordinating with project partners in the development of
strategies for a plan in the Land Subsidence Management Area. One of the three
currently planned workshops in the Tule Subbasin will take place in ETGSA.

Background:

ETGSA is a member of the Tule Subbasin MOU Group. This group consists of the various GSAs
overlying the Tule Subbasin. More information can be found at: www.tulesgma.com

The Tule Subbasin GSAs have collectively engaged and contracted TH&Co to undertake various
scopes of work to assist them in the completion of their GSPs, Coordination Agreement, and
various technical matters that must be addressed in a coordinated Subbasin manner.
Additionally, R.L. Schafer serves as the Tule Subbasin Coordinator and David De Groot/4Creeks
serves as Technical Lead/Grant Lead/Secretary. Lower Tule River Irrigation District serves as
Fiscal Agent to the Tule Subbasin MOU Group.

Fiscal Impact:
e N/A
Attachments:

e N/A
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