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+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)

Due to current COVID-19 safety measures, the ETGSA Board of Directors Meeting is only available for in person 
attendance by Committee Members, Consultants, and Staff. 

Web Meeting Attendance Available for Interested Parties: 

Join Zoom Meeting 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85677739109 

Meeting ID: 856 7773 9109 
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)

-----------------------------AGENDA----------------------------- 
All items on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed for action, may be deliberated upon and may be subject to 
action by the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors may consider agenda items in any order. Materials related 
to an item on this agenda submitted to the Board of Directors after distribution of the agenda packet are available for 
public inspection at the ETGSA Office, 881 W. Morton Avenue, Suite D, Porterville, California, during normal 
business hours. 

1. ROLL CALL

2. PUBLIC COMMENT
At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda.  Under state law, 
matters presented under this item cannot be discussed or acted upon by the Board at this time.  For items appearing 
on the agenda, the public is invited to make comments at the time the item comes up for Board consideration.  Any 
person addressing the Board will be limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes or the Chairman’s discretion.  At all 
times, please use the microphone and state your name for the record. 

3. ANNOUNCEMENTS

4. CONSENT CALENDER
All Consent Calendar Items are considered routine and will be enacted in one motion.  There will be no separate 
discussion of these matters unless a request is made, in which event the item will be removed from the Consent 

http://www.eastertulegsa.com/
mailto:info@easterntulegsa.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85677739109
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85677739109
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Calendar.  All items removed from the Consent Calendar for further discussion will be heard at the end of Consent 
Calendar. 

a. Approval of November 3, 2022 Meeting of the Board Minutes.
b. Approval of ETGSA Resolution 2021-6 re: Public Teleconference Meetings.
c. Approval of ratification of bills paid and approval of bills to be paid. (Materials to be 

distributed on the day of the Board Meeting.)

5. ADMINISTRATION

a. ACTION – Consider Approval to Direct Staff to File and Record Certificates of Lien
with the County of Tulare for Unpaid Groundwater Extraction Fees.

b. ACTION – Consider Approval of ETGSA Well Mitigation Program Policy.
c. ACTION – Consider Approval of ETGSA Eighth Amended Rules & Regulations.
d. ACTION – Consider Approval to Direct Staff to get new logo designs for the

ETGSA. 
e. Report from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing.

6. STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

a. Report on ongoing ETGSA outreach efforts.

7. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

a. Receive reports from Joint Stakeholder & Executive Committee meeting.
b. Receive report from Finance Committee meeting.

8. TULE SUBBASIN AND REGIONAL REPORTS AND ITEMS

a. Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task Items.

9. CLOSED SESSION:

a. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION:
[Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2)] 
Number of Potential Cases: Four 

10. CLOSED SESSION ITEMS:

a. Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1

11. NEXT MEETING DATE

a. Next Regular Meeting – Thursday, January 5, 2022 at 2 p.m.

12. ADJOURNMENT

A person with a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 may request the GSA Authority to provide a disability-
related modification or accommodation in order to participate in any public meeting of the GSA Authority. Such assistance includes appropriate 
alternative formats for the agendas and agenda packets used for any public meetings of the GSA. Requests for such assistance and for agendas 
and agenda packets shall be made in person, by telephone, facsimile, or written correspondence to the GSA Authority Secretary or to the City of 
Porterville Public Works Department (559) 791-7804, at least 48 hours before a public GSA meeting. 



ETGSA Board Meeting 
December 1, 2022 

Agenda Item 4.a-c 

Consent Calendar 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Consent Calendar 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: Move to approve items under the Consent Calendar, approval of 
items may be made in one motion. 

Executive Summary: 

 All Consent Calendar Items are considered routine and will be enacted in one motion. There 
will be no separate discussion of these matters unless a request is made, in which event the 
item will be removed from the Consent Calendar. All items removed from the Consent Calendar 
for further discussion will be heard at the end of Consent Calendar. 

• Approval of November 3, 2022 Meeting of the Board Minutes.
• Approval of ETGSA Resolution 2021-6 re: Public Teleconference Meetings.
• Approval of Ratification of bills paid and approval of bills to be paid.

Attachments: 

• Exhibit A: November 3, 2022 Meeting of the Board Minutes.
• Exhibit B: ETGSA Resolution 2021-6 re: Public Teleconference Meetings.
• Exhibit C: ETGSA Financial Statements (Unaudited)
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MINUTES OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 3, 2022 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

At approximately 2:00 p.m. on November 3, 2022, Chairman Eric Borba called to order the 
meeting of the Board of Directors of the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint 
Powers Authority (“ETGSA”).  Consistent with social distancing directives, there was no physical 
location for the meeting. 

Members Present:  Eric Borba John Corkins 
Steve Kisling   Matthew Leider 
Michael Knight Geoffrey Galloway 
Dennis Townsend Dyson Schneider 
Curt Holmes 

Members Absent:  Don Weyhrauch 

Others Present: Aubrey Mauritson Rogelio Caudillo 
David De Groot Alexis Meneses 
John M. Domondon Eric Limas 
Vanessa Yap  Dalee Chang 
Hailey Pritchett 

ROLL CALL 

General Manager Caudillo called the roll as follows: 

Director Townsend  
Director Holmes  
Director Leider  
Director Galloway 
Director Corkins  
Alt. Director Knight 
Director Schneider 
Director Kisling 
Chairman Borba 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Chairman Borba announced the public comment period.  No public comment was presented.  

Consent Calendar
Exhibit A
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

General Manager Caudillo advised that there were no announcements. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

General Manager Caudillo referred the Board to Agenda Items 4a – 4c on the Consent Calendar 
portion of the agenda.  A copy of the Minutes of the October 6, 2022 Board Meeting is attached 
as Agenda Item #4a.  A copy of Resolution 2021-6 Re: Public Teleconference Meetings is attached 
as Agenda Item #4b.  A copy of the financial statements is attached as Agenda Item #5c.   

Director Corkins moved to approve Items 4a through 4c.  Director Knight seconded, and the 
motion was unanimously carried by way of the following roll call vote: 

In Favor: 

Director Townsend 
Director Holmes  
Director Leider  
Director Galloway 
Director Corkins 
Alt. Director Knight 
Director Schneider 
Director Kisling 
Chairman Borba 

Opposed: None. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Consider Approval of the ETGSA’s Portion of Scope of Work and Budget from Thomas 
Harder & Co. to Continue to Provide Technical Support for SGMA Compliance in the Tule 
Subbasin for 2022/23. 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on scope of work and budget from Thomas Harder & 
Co.  Attached hereto and incorporated by reference as Agenda Item #5a, Exhibit A, is a copy of 
the proposed scope of work.   

Discussion ensued regarding allocation dates.  

Director Corkins moved to approve ETGSA’s portion of scope of work and budget from Thomas 
Harder & Co. to continue to provide technical support for SGMA compliance in the Tule Subbasin 
for 2022/23 as presented in the agenda packet.  Director Schneider seconded, and the motion was 
unanimously carried by way of the following roll call vote: 
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In Favor: 

Director Townsend 
Director Holmes  
Director Leider  
Director Galloway 
Director Corkins 
Alt. Director Knight 
Director Schneider 
Director Kisling 
Chairman Borba 

Opposed: None. 

Review of Tule Subbasin Well Mitigation Program Technical Memo 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report of the Tule Subbasin Well Mitigation Program 
Technical Memo.  Consulting Engineer David De Groot provided a report.  Attached hereto and 
incorporated by reference as Agenda Item #5b is a copy of Thomas Harder’s technical 
memorandum regarding well mitigation for groundwater levels.  As recommended by staff, the 
Board instructed that the memorandum be circulated to the committees. 

Discussion ensued.  

Consider Approval of ETGSA Seventh Amended Rules and Regulations 

General Counsel Mauritson provided a report on the Seventh Amended Rules and Regulations. 
Attached hereto as Item #6e is a copy of the Seventh Amended Rules and Regulations.   

Discussion ensued. 

Director Corkins moved to approve the Seventh Amended Rules and Regulations as presented in 
the Agenda Packet.  The motion was seconded by Director Knight, and approved by way of the 
following roll call vote: 

In Favor: 

Director Townsend 
Director Holmes  
Director Leider  
Director Galloway 
Director Corkins 
Alt. Director Knight 
Director Schneider 
Director Kisling 
Chairman Borba 

Opposed: None. 
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Report from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing 

Consulting Engineer De Groot provided a report on accounting and invoicing.  He advised that 
September ET data is not available yet, but is expected this week.  Mr. De Groot also advised that 
invoices for the extraction fee will be sent out in approximately a week. 

STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Report on Ongoing ETGSA Outreach Efforts 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on ongoing outreach efforts and upcoming events. A 
copy of his report is attached as Agenda Item #6a and incorporated by reference.   

REPORT FROM COMMITTEES 

Receive Reports from Executive Committee Members  

General Manager Caudillo advised there was no Executive Committee meeting in October.  

Receive Reports from Stakeholder Committee Members 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report. Attached hereto and incorporated by reference as 
Agenda Item #7b is a copy of the report on the meeting of the Stakeholder Committee.   

Receive Reports from Finance Committee Members 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached as Agenda Item #7c.  Mr. 
Caudillo noted that the Committee met immediately prior to the Board meeting at 1:15 p.m.   

TULE SUBBASIN AND REGIONAL REPORTS AND ITEMS 

Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task Items 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task 
Items.  Attached hereto and incorporated by reference as Agenda Item #8a is a copy of the report. 

Consider Approval of ETGSA Resolution 2022-07 for Round 2 SGM Implementation 
Grant in the Tule Subbasin    

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on Resolution 2022-07 for round 2 SGM 
Implementation Grant in the Tule Subbasin. 

Discussion ensued. 

Director Corkins moved to approve Resolution 2022-07 for round 2 of SGM Implementation Grant 
in the Tule Subbasin.  The motion was seconded by Director Townsend, and approved by way of 
the following roll call vote: 
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In Favor: 

Director Townsend 
Director Holmes 
Director Leider  
Director Galloway 
Director Corkins 
Alt. Director Knight 
Director Schneider 
Director Kisling 
Chairman Borba 

Opposed: None. 

CLOSED SESSION 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
[Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(2)] 
Number of Potential Cases:  Three 

The Board of Directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2), met with General Counsel Aubrey Mauritson regarding three potential items of 
anticipated litigation.   

CLOSED SESSION ITEMS 

Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1 

Chairman Borba announced that there was no reportable action from closed session.   

NEXT MEETING DATE  

Next Regular Meeting – Thursday, December 1, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. 

The next regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the ETGSA Joint Powers Authority shall be 
held on December 1, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT  

There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Borba adjourned the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

________________________________ 
Rogelio Caudillo, General Manager 



RESOLUTION 2021-6 
of the 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER 
SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

RESOLUTION RE SUSPENSION OF PUBLIC TELECONFERENCING LOCATIONS 

WHEREAS, as modified by Assembly Bill 361, Government Code § 54953(e)(1) permits 
local agencies to dispense with the requirements for teleconference locations contained in 
Government Code § 54953(b)(3) under the conditions specified herein; 

WHEREAS, the Board has reconsidered the state of emergency issued by the State of 
California in connection with COVID-19, and has found that the declared state of emergency 
remains in effect;  

WHEREAS, local and state officials continue to recommend and, in some cases, require, 
social distancing measures; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Board, and each of the 
Agency’s committees subject to the Ralph M. Brown Act, shall, consistent with Government Code 
54953(e)(1), continue to operate without physical, public meeting or teleconference locations.  

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION was passed and adopted by the Eastern Tule 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency Board of Directors on this 4th day of November, 2021, by the 
following vote:  

AYES:  Directors 

NOES:  Directors 

ABSTAIN:  

ABSENT:  

       Eric Borba, Chairman 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 
       Rogelio Caudillo, Secretary 

Consent Calendar
Exhibit B



Certificate of Secretary 
 

I do hereby certify that I am the Secretary of the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency, 
an agency organized and existing under the laws of the State of California, and that the foregoing 
Resolution was duly adopted by the Board of Directors thereof at a meeting thereof duly and 
regularly held on the 4th day of November, 2021, at which meeting a quorum of the said Board of 
Directors was at all times present and acting, and that said Resolution has not been rescinded or 
amended in whole or any part thereof, and remains in force and effect. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have signed this Certificate on this 4th day of November, 2021, 
Porterville, California. 
 
 
 
 ___________________________ 
 Rogelio Caudillo, Secretary 
  
 



ETGSA Board Meeting 
December 1, 2022 

Agenda Item 5.a 

Consider Approval to Direct Staff to File and Record 
Certificates of Lien with the County of Tulare for Unpaid 

Groundwater Extraction Fees 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA Groundwater Extraction Fees 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: Move to approve to Direct Staff to File and Record Certificates of 
Lien with the County of Tulare for Unpaid Groundwater Extraction 
Fees. 

Executive Summary: 

Presentation will be given by staff. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a



ETGSA Board Meeting 
December 1, 2022 

Agenda Item 5.b 

Consider approval of ETGSA Well Mitigation Program 
Policy 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA Well Mitigation Program Policy 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: Move to approve the Well Mitigation Program Policy. 

Executive Summary: 

Presentation will be given by staff. 

Background: 

• Program Adoption Schedule

Each GSA will formulate and implement a mitigation claims process for domestic and
municipal use impacts by December 31, 2022 and complete all other aspects of the
Mitigation Program by June 30, 2023. During the program’s development, the GSAs will
conduct community outreach and refer landowners and others to available local
programs as well as other resources and funding programs from the County, State, or
non-profit organizations, including the Tule Basin Water Foundation.

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• Exhibit A: ETGSA Well Mitigation Program Policy

• Exhibit B: Technical Memo Addressing Impact Claims from Groundwater Levels.



EASTERN TULE GSA 

WELL MITIGATION PROGRAM 

A. Applicability

Pursuant to the Tule Subbasin Coordination Agreement, amended on [date], the Tule Subbasin 
GSAs agreed to implement a well mitigation program to mitigate for impacts caused by lowering 
groundwater levels, land subsidence or water quality.  The Tule Subbasin GSAs agreed to 
mitigate for impacts to domestic and municipal use no later than December 31, 2022.  This 
Program will be amended from time to time to expand mitigation as set forth in the Tule 
Subbasin Coordination Agreement.  The Program shall comply and be inclusive of all 
requirements in the Tule Subbasin Technical Memorandum, which is attached hereto and 
incorporated by reference as Exhibit [x].   

B. Establishment of ETGSA Well Mitigation Program

The ETGSA hereby establishes a Well Mitigation Program (“Program”) to mitigate impacts 
associated with GSP-allowed activities, subject to the terms and conditions herein, the attached 
Technical Memorandums prepared by Thomas Harder & Associates, the ETGSA GSP, and the 
Tule Subbasin Coordination Agreement.  

C. Domestic Well Permit

The County will provide all new or replacement domestic well permit applications to the 
ETGSA.  The ETGSA will make certain recommendations based on the application, including 
but not limited to well depth.   

D. Eligibility

Only Owners in “good standing” with the ETGSA shall be eligible for the Program.  An Owner 
participating in the transitional pumping program using Tier 1 or Tier 2 allocations shall not be 
eligible for the Program.  Owners shall only be eligible for potential mitigation if it can be 
demonstrated that adverse impacts are associated with approved GSP-related activities, such as 
the transitional pumping program.  Owners shall not be eligible if well permit application 
recommendations were not followed.  Only wells 25 years or newer will be eligible from the date 
the well was developed and built.   

E. Mitigation Application Process

Application.  A Program Applicant must satisfactorily complete and submit the applicable 
mitigation claim form to the ETGSA staff before being considered eligible to receive mitigation.  

Priority.  A request for mitigation in the Program will be processed on a first-come, first-serve 
basis as of the date a completed and submitted mitigation request form is received by the 

Agenda Item 5.b
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ETGSA, with priority determined as of the date the completed application is received by ETGSA 
staff. 
 
Submission of Mitigation Form Not a Final Determination.  Receipt and acceptance of a 
mitigation claim form does not constitute or indicate a commitment of the ETGSA to provide 
mitigation, and shall not be construed as such until issuance of final written determination.   
 
Denials.  Letters of denial will be issued to Applicants whose individual circumstances do not 
satisfy the requirements of the Program. 
 
Application is not Guarantee.  Consideration of a Program Applicant’s request for mitigation 
shall not be construed to require or obligate the ETGSA to provide mitigation pursuant to the 
Mitigation Program or to provide any other relief, equitable or legal. 
 
Appeal.  Applicant may file an appeal to the ETGSA Board of Directors. 
 

F. Types of Mitigation Available for Domestic Use 
 
Where the ETGSA determines the Applicant to be eligible, the following are potential mitigation 
measures.  All types of mitigation availability are dependent on the ETGSA’s current ability to 
fund such options.  Nothing herein shall be construed that each mitigation option below is 
equally available to an Applicant.   
 

a. Service Connections  
 
ETGSA staff will evaluate the Applicant’s ability to connect to a municipal or other domestic 
water service provider.  If feasible, the ETGSA will assist the applicant in the process of 
connecting.   
 
No further mitigation is permitted if a service connection is available and the Applicant refuses 
such service.   
 

b. Replacement Water 
 
The GSA shall coordinate with the Tule Basin Water Foundation, and/or other existing 
programs, to supply short term replacement water for drinking purposes to the Applicant.   
 

c. Reimbursement for Deepening or Drilling a New Well.   
 
Reimbursement may be provided to Applicant for certain costs associated with the need to 
deepen or drill a new well.   
 

d. Other 
 

With the consent of the Applicant, providing other acceptable means of mitigation. 
 



 

G. Mitigation Award Limitations 
 
No single eligible Applicant shall be entitled to a more than one mitigation award.  In addition, 
individual wells shall only be eligible for one mitigation award, irrespective of changes in 
Applicant or Owner. 
 

H. Funding 
 
The ETGSA shall develop a budget of anticipated costs associated with the Program and various 
mitigation options.  The ETGSA shall seek and apply for all available grant funding through 
federal, state and local programs to fund the Program.  The Board shall determine in an annual 
basis the amount of Penalty Revenue available to contribute to the Program.  Once the board has 
determined the available annual funds, reimbursements shall be made on a pro rata basis for 
approved applications.   
 
 
 



 

Thomas Harder & Co. 

1260 N. Hancock St., Suite 109 
Anaheim, California 92807 

(714) 779-3875

DRAFT Technical 

Memorandum 
 

 

1 Background and Purpose 

In response to California Department of Water Resources (CDWR) comments to the Tule Subbasin 

draft Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs) and Coordination Agreement, the Groundwater 

Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) each agreed to develop mitigation plans to address significant and 

unreasonable impacts to beneficial uses of groundwater during the sustainability transition period 

between 2020 and 2040.  The revised Tule Subbasin Coordination Agreement submitted in July 

2022 included a Mitigation Program Framework as Attachment 7, which outlined the general 

standards that each GSA would commit to in developing their respective Mitigation Programs.  

The GSAs further committed to completing the mitigation claims process for domestic and 

municipal wells by December 31, 2022 and all other aspects of the Mitigation Programs by June 

30, 2023. 

The purpose of this document is to provide the minimum technical requirements for use by each 

Tule Subbasin GSA to address claims of impact from lowered groundwater levels associated with 

GSP-/GSA-approved or authorized activities.  In consideration of the technical information 

provided herein, and in accordance with the Mitigation Framework in Attachment 7 of the 

Coordination Agreement, each GSA Mitigation Program will identify the specific criteria and 

processes for mitigating claims of impact caused by pumping within their respective GSA 

boundaries. Each Mitigation Program must provide a claim process to address impacts to:  

(i) domestic and municipal wells,

(ii) agricultural wells, and

(iii) critical infrastructure.

To: Tule Subbasin Technical Advisory Committee 

From: Thomas Harder, P.G., C.HG. 

Thomas Harder & Co. 

Date: 22-Sep-22

Re: Technical Requirements for Addressing Impact Claims from Groundwater 

Levels for Tule Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Agencies 

Agenda Item 5.b
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Impacts may be related to one or more of the three sustainability indicators related to GSP-/GSA-

approved or authorized activities: 

1. Groundwater level declines

2. Land subsidence, and

3. Groundwater quality.

This TM addresses impacts related to groundwater levels.  Decisions to include or exclude 

impacted users from participation in a GSA’s Mitigation Program shall be supported by 

appropriate written technical data and analysis, as described herein.  In addition, this TM includes 

additional considerations, outside the technical requirements, for developing Mitigation Programs. 

Each Mitigation Program will document: 

1. Types of Impacts to be Addressed by the Mitigation Program

2. A Process for Responding to Claims of Impact

3. A Process for Investigating Claims

4. Qualifications for Mitigation

5. Types of Mitigation to Address Claims

6. An Outreach Program Prior To and During Mitigation Program Development

7. The Program Adoption Schedule

8. Mitigation Program Funding Source(s)

Mitigation will be applied only to those claims that are shown to be attributable to GSP-/GSA-

approved or authorized activities. 

2 Process Overview for Claims of Groundwater Level Impacts 

The Mitigation Program framework outlined in the Tule Subbasin Coordination Agreement allows 

for domestic, industrial, municipal, and certain agricultural well owners adversely affected by 

groundwater level impacts to file a claim with the GSA in which the well is located.  The overall 

process for receiving and investigating claims of groundwater level impact is shown on Figure 1.  

For groundwater levels, an “impact” is defined as the inability of a well owner to pump 

groundwater of sufficient quantity to meet their water supply needs due to lowered groundwater 

levels resulting from Tule Subbasin GSP-/GSA-approved or authorized activities.  The impact 

must by realized after January 2015.  Responsibilities of the claimant are shown in green and 

responsibilities of the GSA are shown in blue on Figure 1.  Decision points are shown in orange. 

All claims will be investigated and evaluated within 45 days of receipt of the claim. 

2.1 Filing a Claim 

The claim process starts with the affected party (“Claimant”) filing a claim with the GSA in which 

the party’s well is located.  The claim will be filed using a form like that provided in 
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Attachment 1.  To process a claim, the Claimant must provide some basic information to enable 

further investigation of the claim, including: 

• The Claimant’s name and contact information,

• The type and location of the well,

• Request for interim water supply,

• Well construction information,

• Pump information,

• A description of the issue with the well, and

• The applicant’s signature.

If the Claimant is pumping groundwater under a transitional pumping allocation, and thereby 

contributing to transitional overdraft, the claim will be denied.  

2.2 Provision for Interim Water Supply 

For claims not denied in Section 2.1, the claim process allows for the provision of an interim water 

supply should the Claimant request it.  The interim water supply is meant to provide water to the 

applicant while the claim is investigated and prior to arranging a more permanent mitigation.  

Potential sources of interim water supply include (but are not limited to): 

• Trucking water

• Connecting to the water supply of a neighboring landowner

• Obtaining a temporary/permanent connection to the municipal water supply system

Considerations for each GSA Mitigation Program include: 

• Who will pay for the interim water?

• If the GSA funds it, is the cost subject to reimbursement by the Claimant if the investigation

finds that the issue is not associated with transitional overdraft pumping.

2.3 Evaluation of Potential for Municipal Water Supply Connection 

In some urban areas of the Tule Subbasin (e.g. Porterville), impacted domestic or industrial wells 

may be in close proximity to existing municipal water supply infrastructure.  If so, the GSA will 

contact the local municipality, on behalf of the Claimant, to determine the feasibility of connecting 

the Claimant to the existing municipal water supply system.  If a connection is feasible, the 

Claimant will be provided a contact person at the municipality to arrange the connection to the 

municipal system.  For those claims that can be satisfied through a municipal water supply 

connection, the GSA will waive all well inspection requirements.  However, the Claimant must 

agree to allow the GSA to destroy or properly abandon the impacted well, in accordance with 

California Department of Water Resources requirements and County of Tulare regulations.   
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Considerations for each GSA Mitigation Program include: 

• Will the GSA continue the interim water supply to the Claimant, free of cost, until the

connection to the municipal system is complete?

• Who will fund the cost to connect the Claimant to the municipal water system (GSA,

municipality, Claimant)?

• Who will fund the cost to destroy the impacted well?

If the Claimant refuses to connect to the municipal water system, the Claimant will be required to 

allow the GSA to inspect the well in accordance with Sections 2.4, 2.5, and 2.6, herein. 

2.4 Provision of Access to the Well for Inspection by the GSA 

Mitigation of any claim of impact from transitional pumping overdraft not rejected in Section 2.1 

and not mitigated in Section 2.3 herein, will require that the Claimant provide access to the well 

to verify the claim.  In signing the impact claim form (Attachment 1), the Claimant agrees to 

release all data associated with the well and provide access to the well for inspection by a GSA 

technical representative.  Denial of access to the well for inspection by the GSA will result in 

denial of mitigation. 

2.5 Preliminary Well Assessment Based on Existing Data 

A GSA technical representative will review all available information provided by the Claimant for 

the affected well prior to inspection in the field.  Data to be reviewed will include: 

• The CDWR driller’s log,

• Information on date the well was constructed,

• Well construction information (casing diameter, casing depth, perforation interval),

• Available downhole video surveys,

• Historical groundwater levels,

• Pump type and intake depth,

• Motor size,

• Pump age,

• Typical discharge rate,

• Last pump test date,

• Last service date,

• Last static and pumping groundwater levels, and

• Information on the nature of the problem.

Based on a review of the available data provided by the Claimant, the GSA will determine whether 

the claim can be verified based on the data.  Criteria for the determination will include: 
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• Completeness of the dataset relative to the requested information,

• Reliability of the data provided,

• Nature and status of the issue,

• Evidence of well impact due to GSP-/GSA-approved or authorized activities.

If the claim can be verified based on available information, then the GSA technical representative 

will issue a recommendation for appropriate mitigation.  If not, the GSA will conduct additional 

investigation to verify the claim as described in Section 2.6. 

2.6 As-Needed Supplemental Well Inspection and Data Collection 

To verify a claim that cannot be confirmed from existing information provided by the Claimant, a 

GSA technical representative will need to inspect the well and collect supplemental information.  

The types of information to be collected will depend on the data available from the Claimant.  

Determination of the extent of additional data collection necessary to verify the claim will be at 

the sole discretion of the GSA.   

In general, the minimum data to be collected in the field will include: 

• Well name

• Pump size (horsepower)

• Casing type and diameter

• Static groundwater level

• Discharge rate

• Pumping groundwater level

The owner or owner’s representative authorized to operate the pump will be asked to be onsite at 

the time of inspection to operate the pump.  The GSA technical representative will record 

observations from the inspection on a form like that provided in Attachment 2.   

If a CDWR driller’s log or other information is not available to confirm the total depth and 

condition of the well and if the pump intake depth cannot be confirmed from available information, 

it may be necessary to have the pump removed from the well and conduct a downhole video survey.  

Removing the pump will enable the GSA technical representative to measure the column pipe and 

thus confirm the pump intake depth and inspect the condition of the pump.  The video log will 

enable inspection of the condition of the casing and perforations and confirm the perforation 

interval, total depth, and static groundwater level of the well.  Upon completion of the 

investigation, the contractor will be required to reinstall the pump and reestablish all connections.  

If the pump was operating prior to removal, the contractor will be required to demonstrate that the 

pump is functioning properly after reinstallation.  A sounding port or flow meter may also be 

installed to collect pumping water level data or discharge rate data, respectively. 
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Considerations for each GSA Mitigation Program include: 

• Who will fund the contractor to remove the pump and conduct the video survey?

• If the GSA funds it, is the cost subject to reimbursement by the Claimant if the investigation

finds that the issue is not associated with transitional overdraft pumping.

• Will the GSA require the well owner to sign a release of liability for any damage to the

pump, pump column, or well resulting from removal of the pump and conducting the video

log?

3 Evaluation of Claims of Groundwater Level Impacts 

The foundational premise of the Mitigation Program, as it relates to groundwater levels, is to 

address impacts to domestic, municipal, industrial and agricultural wells from GSP-/GSA-

approved or authorized activities.  As SGMA does not require the GSAs to address impacts prior 

to January 2015, only impacts associated with groundwater level declines after this time will be 

considered.   

The graphic on Figure 2 provides a basis for evaluating claims based on the data provided by the 

Claimant or collected by the GSA.  As shown, Examples 1 and 2 illustrate groundwater level 

impacts that would qualify for mitigation.  Example 1 is a case where the static groundwater level 

is below the 2015 groundwater level and the pumping groundwater level, at the historical discharge 

rate, is within 10 feet of the bottom of the well.  In Example 2, the static groundwater level is 

measured below the 2015 groundwater level and the pumping groundwater level, at the historical 

discharge rate, has dropped to within 20 feet of the pump intake.  In both cases, the lowered 

groundwater levels can be attributed to transitional pumping overdraft and there is no option to 

restore the water supply without mitigation.  The evaluation should consider whether there is 

adequate separation between the pump intake and the bottom of the well (e.g., 10 feet) and whether 

there is adequate pump submergence (e.g., 20 feet). 

Examples 3 through 6 on Figure 2 illustrate cases where the well impact is not associated with 

lowered groundwater levels from GSP-/GSA-approved or authorized activities.  In these cases: 

• The pumping groundwater level would have already been below the bottom of the well

before January 2015 (Example 3),

• The pumping groundwater level would have already been below the bottom of the pump

intake before January 2015 (Example 4),

• The static groundwater level would have been below the pump intake prior to January 2015

(Example 5),

• The pump is not functioning for reasons other than groundwater level decline (e.g.

mechanical failure)(Example 6).
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In many cases, it is anticipated that a static groundwater level measured in the impacted well from 

January 2015 will not be available.  For those cases, the reference January 2015 static groundwater 

level will be inferred from a groundwater level contour map generated based on available data 

from other wells measured at that time.  Separate groundwater contour maps will be generated for 

the Upper and Lower Aquifers.  The reference static groundwater level will be assigned from the 

contour map of the aquifer in which the well is predominantly perforated. 

There are other factors, independent of lowered groundwater levels, that can cause a well to stop 

functioning, such as pump mechanical failure due to age or malfunction, holes in the well casing 

allowing sand into the pump intake, holes in the pump column associated with corrosion and wear, 

excessive plugging of screens due to lack of maintenance (e.g. well rehabilitation), and others.  All 

these factors will need to be taken into consideration when assessing the need for mitigation. 

Based on the analysis of data for the impacted well, the GSA technical representative will provide 

a recommendation to the GSA Board of Directors whether the well qualifies for mitigation.   

A consideration for each GSA Mitigation Program includes: 

• Will there be an appeal process available to the Claimant and, if so, what will that process 

consist of? 

4 Potential Options for Mitigation 

Mitigation measures, if approved, could include one or more of the following:  

• Providing a short-term emergency water supply to domestic well owners. Short-term 

emergency supplies shall be provided as soon as reasonably possible, but in all cases 

within 14 days of notification to the GSA of such needs;  

• Providing funds to lower a well pump;  

• Providing funds to complete a connection to an M&I water provider;  

• Supplying an equivalent water supply from an alternate source;  

• Providing funds to replace the affected well with a deeper well that meets state and local 

requirements; or 

• With the consent of the affected landowner, providing other acceptable mitigation.  
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Tule Subbasin Technical Advisory Committee
Mitigation Program - Technical Framework

Groundwater Level Impact
Claim Process - Investigation Phase

Applicant Files a Claim Form, Provides Available Well Data
(e.g. Drillers Log, Pump Information, Water Levels, etc.)

Does the Applicant Request an Interim Water Supply 
during the Claim Investigaton? 

Yes, GSA to Arrange an Interim 
Water Supply, Claim Proceeds

Is the Applicant using a Transitional Pumping 
Allocation and Contributing to Overdraft?

Yes,
Claimed Denied

No,
Claim Proceeds

Will the Applicant Provide Access to Well for Wellhead Investigation?

Is there Sufficient Data to Evaluate the Claim?
(Static Groundwater Level, Pumping Groundwater Level,

Pump Intake Depth, and Well Bottom)

Yes, Proceed 
to Evaluation

No, 
Gather Data

GSA to Gather Necessary Data, Potential Options Include:
-Pull pump and measure pump intake depth, well bottom,

and static water level, as necessary
-Modify wellhead to install sounding port to measure

static and pumping water level
-Modify the wellhead to install a flow meter
-Conduct video log

Groundwater Level Evaluation Answering the Question:
Is the Claim Attributable to GSP-/GSA-Approved or Authorized Activities?

Yes,
Proceed to Mitigation

No,
Claim Denied

Yes, GSA Conducts
Wellhead Investigation

No,
Claim Denied

For Domestic and Industrial Wells, 
Is a Municipal Connection Available?

Yes,
Proceed to Mitigation

No,
Claim Proceeds

No,
Claim Proceeds

Responsibility of Applicant

Responsibility of GSA

Checkpoint

Legend
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Tule Subbasin Technical Advisory Committee
Mitigation Program - Technical Framework

Groundwater Level Impact
Claim Process - Evaluation Examples

Not Attributable to GSP-/GSA-
Approved or Authorized Activity

2015
Static GWL

Attributable to GSP-/GSA-
Approved or Authorized Activity

2015
Pumping WL

Claim
Pumping WL

2015
Static GWL

2015
Pumping WL

Claim
Pumping WL

Pump damage
Well casing damage
Sanding
Staining
Odor
Mechanical Failure/Issues

Claim
Static GWL

2015
Static GWL

2015
Pumping WL Claim

Pumping WL

Claim
Static GWL

Claim
Static GWL

2015
Static GWL

2015
Pumping WL

Claim
Pumping WL

2015
Static GWL

2015
Pumping WL

Claim
Pumping WL

Claim
Static GWL Claim

Static GWL

2015
Static GWL

2015
Pumping WL

Claim
Pumping WL

Claim
Static GWL

Example 1 - Well and pump was 
operational in 2015. Pumping Water 

Level is currently at or below the 
bottom of the well

Example 2 - Well and pump was 
operational in 2015. Pumping Water
 Level is currently at or below the

pump intake

Example 3 - Static Groundwater Level
was above the pump intake, but the 

Pumping Water Level was at or below 
the bottom of the well before 2015

Example 4 - Static Groundwater Level
was above the pump intake, but the 

Pumping Water Level was at or below 
the pump intake before 2015

Example 5 - Static Groundwater Level
was at or below the pump intake

before 2015

Example 6 - Pumping Water Level may
be at or below the bottom of the Pump or

 Well but the Pump is Not Functioning

2015 Static Groundwater Level (GWL)
Measured or Based on Best Available Data 

(e.g. Subbasin Groundwater Flow Model,
 or Nearby Measured Data)

2015 Pumping Water Level (WL)
Documented or Infered based on Best Available Data
(e.g. well effiency test, pump installation documents)

Claim Pumping Water Level (WL)
Measured or Infered based on
Best Available Data if Pump is Dry
(e.g. shown to be cavitating)

Claim Static GWL
(Measured by GSA)

Pump Column

Pump Intake 
(Measured or Documented)

Screen Well Casing

Blank Well Casing

Legend and Notes

All Depths not to Scale.
“2015” = January 1, 2015.

Other Potential Issues Not Arributable to 
GSP-/GSA-Approved or Authorized Activity:

Land Surface

Note: Examples provided are for illustrative
purposes only and do not constitue a
decision. Groundwater level evaluations
will be conducted on a case-by-case basis
using the best available data. Additional
data and analysis may be required.
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Attachment 1 

Claimant Information 

Contact Name: Well Location Sketch: 

Phone Number: 

Mailing Address: 

Well Name: 

Well Location (Address/Description): 

Well Type: 

       Domestic        Industrial        Agricultural        Other (Specify): 

Interim Water Supply 

Does the Claimant Request an Interim Water Supply?        Yes 

       No 

Number of Residences/Business Served (If Applicable): 

Number of Cropped Acres and Crop Type (If Applicable): 

Estimated Daily Water Use (Gallons, Cubic Feet, or Acre-Ft): 

Well Construction Information 

Is a Department of Water Resources Well Completion Report (i.e. 

Driller’s Log) Available? 

       Yes (Attach if Available) 

       No 

Casing/Well Depth (ft): 

Perforation Interval(s) (ft): 

Casing Material: Casing Diameter (inches): 

Date Constructed (If Known) and/or Well Age (Estimated): 

Date of Last Video Survey (If Available): 

Well Photos Attached:        Yes        No 
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Pump Information 

Type:        Submersible        Vertical Turbine 

Intake Depth (ft): Motor Size (horsepower): 

Age (Known or Estimated): Typical Discharge Rate (gpm): 

Last Pump Test Date (Attach Record if Available): 

Last Service Date (Attach Record if Available): 

Issue Status 

Date Issue Arose: 

Issue:        No flow        Reduced Flow        Breaking Suction        Future Concern 

Comments/Description: 

Static Water Level (ft): Pumping Water Level (ft): 

Status:        Not Resolved, Contractor not Contacted (Note: Contacting a Contractor Not Required) 

       Not Resolved, Contractor Provided Estimate (attach estimate if applicable) 

       Resolved (attached records if applicable) 

Contractor Company Name: 

Contractor Contact Name: Contact Phone Number: 

Contractor Address: 

Applicant 

By signing this Groundwater Level Impact Claim Form, the applicant agrees to provide the GSA with access 

to the well for the Wellhead Investigation. 

Print Name: Date: 

Signature: 

GSA Use Only 

Received By: Date: 
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Inspector 

Inspector Name: Date: 

Representing (e.g. Irrigation District, Consultant, etc.): 

Owner Information 

Owner’s Name: 

Field Contact Name (If Different): 

Address: 

Phone Number: 

Well Information 

Well Name: 

Date Constructed: 

Casing/Well Depth: 

Casing Material: 

Casing Diameter (inches): 

Perforation Interval(s): 

Pump Information: 

Type:        Submersible        Vertical Turbine 

Electrical Power (kW): Motor Size (horsepower): 

Intake Depth (ft): 

Equipped with Flow Meter:        Yes        No 

Flow Meter Description (Attach Photo): 

Discharge Rate (gpm) and Source: 

Discharge Line Diameter (Inches): 
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Site Inspection 

Sounder Access Port Description and Opening Diameter (in): 

Reference Point Description and Stick Up (ft): 

Time Since Last Pumped: Time Since Pumping Started: 

Measured Static Water Level (ft): Measured Pumping Water Level (ft): 

Observed Pumping Description (e.g., working, won’t turn on, dry after 5 minutes, pumping air, 

cavitating, etc.): 

Observed Pumping Rate (gpm) and Description (e.g., flow meter, bucket test, etc.): 

Distribution System Description (e.g., pressure tank, storage tank, residence, etc.) 

Location Sketch 

Well Coordinates: 

Survey Method: Latitude: Longitude: 



ETGSA Board Meeting 
December 1, 2022 

Agenda Item 5.c 

Consider Approval of ETGSA Eighth Amended Rules and 
Regulations 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA Rules & Regulations 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: None, Board may provide direction to staff. 

Executive Summary: 

Presentation will be given by staff. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• Exhibit A: ETGSA Eighth Amended Rules and Regulations
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Agenda Item 5.d 

Consider Approval of Staff to get New Logo Designs for 
the ETGSA 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA Logo 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: None, Board may provide direction to staff. 

Executive Summary: 

Presentation will be given by staff. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a
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Agenda Item 5.e 

Reports from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and 
Invoicing 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing  

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: None, Board may provide direction to staff. 

Executive Summary: 

Presentation will be given by staff. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a
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Agenda Item 6.a 

Report on ongoing ETGSA Outreach Efforts 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of ETGSA Outreach 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

In addition to its regular Board and Committee Meetings and email correspondence to its 
Interested Parties List, ETGSA continues to conduct community outreach regarding SGMA, 
ETGSA, and the development of ETGSA’s Draft GSP through a variety of events and other media. 

A summary of ETGSA’s outreach efforts in November is provided below: 

In accordance with the Governor’s Executive Order (N-29-20) and the declared State of 
Emergency, including social distancing directives as a result of the threat of the COVID-19 virus, 
committee members and ETGSA staff have been participating in meetings and engaging with 
stakeholders and the public remotely via teleconferencing. 

• Zoom Teleconferencing Participation for ETGSA:
o November 3, 2022 Board of Directors (27 Participants)
o November 10, 2022 Joint Executive and Stakeholder Committee Meeting (12

Participants)
• TKHCC: Porterville Ambassador Luncheon: Staff gave a presentation to Chamber

ambassadors and members about SGMA and the ETGSA.

Background: 

SGMA requires that, “The groundwater sustainability agency shall consider the interests of all 
beneficial uses and users of groundwater, as well as those responsible for implementing 
groundwater sustainability plans…” (WAT § 10723.2). ETGSA undertakes outreach efforts, both 
individually and in collaboration with regional partners, to ensure that these interests are 
considered and provided with information pertinent and relevant to SGMA and the 
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development of ETGSA’s GSP. The ETGSA Board of Directors adopted a Communication and 
Engagement Plan on October 5, 2018 that serves as a living guide to ETGSA’s outreach efforts. 

ETGSA’s Board and Committee meetings occur on a regular basis and, save for closed session as 
permitted pursuant the Brown Act, are open to the public. 

ETGSA continues to encourage its stakeholders to engage the Agency with other opportunities 
for outreach. 

Fiscal Impact: 

• Monthly cost for Zoom Standard Pro: $15.89

Attachments: n/a 
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Agenda Item 7.a 

Receive Reports from Stakeholder Committee and 
Executive Committee Meeting 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of Joint Stakeholder Committee and Executive 
Committee Meeting 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

The ETGSA Stakeholder Committee and Executive Committee had a Joint Meeting in November. 
Below is a summary of the actions taken: 

• Review and Discussion on the Draft ETGSA Eighth Amended Rules & Regulations.
• Review and Discussion on Draft Tule Subbasin Well Mitigation Program Technical

Memo.
• Discussion on developing a new ETGSA Logo.

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a
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Agenda Item 7.b 

Receive reports from Finance Committee Members 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of Finance Committee Meetings 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

A report on the Meeting of the ETGSA Finance Committee, scheduled to be held on December 
1, 2022, will be given verbally.  

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a



ETGSA Board Meeting 
December 1, 2022 

Agenda Item 8.a 

Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task 
Items 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Updates Regarding Tule Subbasin Coordination and Task Items 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

The Tule Subbasin Managers did not meet in November. Managers did continue discussions on 
grant funding for the subbasin. 

• Technical Advisory Committee (TAC): The next meeting of the TAC has been scheduled
for January 18, 2023 at 2pm.  Notices and agendas including call-in information for the
TAC meetings will be posted on the Tule Subbasin website: www.tulesgma.com.  Notice
and Agendas will also be provided by ETGSA.

The Tule Subbasin Management Zone 

The Tule Subbasin Management Zone Advisory Committee meets bi-monthly on the first 
Tuesday of the month. ETGSA General Manager Rogelio Caudillo serves as the GSA 
representative on the Advisory Committee. Below is a summary of the updates, anticipated 
deliverables, and associated Exhibits: 

• Tule Basin MZ Advisory Committee met on November 1, 2022.  Committee received
updates on outreach, well testing, and proposed fill stations.

The Tule Subbasin Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program 

The Tule Subbasin Mulitbenefit Land Repurposing Program will facilitate strategic land 
retirement, development of habitat resources, and protection and enhancement of water 
resources throughout the Tule Subbasin. The overarching goal of the Program is to support a 

http://www.tulesgma.com/
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transition to sustainable groundwater management while meeting economic, environmental, 
and social needs within the subbasin, in the understanding that these values are intrinsically 
linked to water resource management. 

• MLRP Project Partners has been meeting to discuss budgeting and developing scopes of
work for projects.

Background: 

ETGSA is member to the Tule Subbasin MOU Group. This group consists of the various GSAs 
overlying the Tule Subbasin. More information can be found at: www.tulesgma.com 

The Tule Subbasin GSAs have collectively engaged and contracted TH&Co to undertake various 
scopes of work to assist them in the completion of their GSPs, Coordination Agreement, and 
various technical matters that must be addressed in a coordinated Subbasin manner. 
Additionally,  David De Groot/4Creeks serves as Technical Lead/Grant Lead/Secretary 
Lower Tule River Irrigation District serves as Fiscal Agent to the Tule Subbasin MOU Group. 

Fiscal Impact: 

• N/A

Attachments: 

• N/A

http://www.tulesgma.com/
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