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EASTERN TULE  
GROUNDWATER  
SUSTAINABILITY  
AGENCY JOINT 
POWERS AUTHORITY 

Eric Borba 
Chairman 
Porterville Irrigation District 

Steve Kisling 
Vice-Chairman 
Saucelito Irrigation District 

Dennis Townsend 
County of Tulare 

Monte Reyes  
City of Porterville 

Matthew Leider 
Teapot Dome Water District 

Meeting of the Authority 
Board of Directors 

Monday, July 18, 2022 
Convenes at 2:00 p.m. 

www.eastertulegsa.com 
info@easterntulegsa.com 

Curt Holmes 
Kern-Tulare Water District 

Geoffrey C. Galloway 
Terra Bella Irrigation District 

Dyson Schneider 
Vandalia Water District 

John Corkins 
White Area 

Rogelio Caudillo 
General Manager 

Aubrey Mauritson 
Legal Counsel 

Zoom Videoconference: 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85677739109 
 Meeting ID: 856 7773 9109 

By Phone: 
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)

Due to current COVID-19 safety measures, the ETGSA Board of Directors Meeting is only available for in person 
attendance by Committee Members, Consultants, and Staff. 

Web Meeting Attendance Available for Interested Parties: 

Join Zoom Meeting 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85677739109 

Meeting ID: 856 7773 9109 

Dial by your location 
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)

Meeting ID: 856 7773 9109
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbtNc2HRJS 

-----------------------------AGENDA----------------------------- 
All items on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed for action, may be deliberated upon and may be subject to 
action by the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors may consider agenda items in any order. Materials related 
to an item on this agenda submitted to the Board of Directors after distribution of the agenda packet are available for 
public inspection at the ETGSA Office, 881 W. Morton Avenue, Suite D, Porterville, California, during normal 
business hours. 

1. ROLL CALL

2. PUBLIC COMMENT
At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda.  Under state law, 
matters presented under this item cannot be discussed or acted upon by the Board at this time.  For items appearing 
on the agenda, the public is invited to make comments at the time the item comes up for Board consideration.  Any 
person addressing the Board will be limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes or the Chairman’s discretion.  At all 
times, please use the microphone and state your name for the record. 

3. ANNOUNCEMENTS

4. CONSENT CALANDER

http://www.eastertulegsa.com/
mailto:info@easterntulegsa.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85677739109
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85677739109
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbtNc2HRJS
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a. Approval of June 2, 2022 Meeting of the Board Minutes.
b. Approval of June 30, 2022 Meeting of the Board Minutes (Public Hearing)
c. Approval of ETGSA Resolution 2021-6 re: Public Teleconference Meetings.
d. Approval of ratification of bills paid and approval of bills to be paid. (Materials to be

distributed on the day of the Board Meeting.)
e. Approval of Tulare County FY22-23 Budget Form and approval of Agency

Authorized Signatories for Disbursement of Funds.

5. ADMINISTRATION

a. ACTION – Consider approval of Tom Harder & Co. Scope of Work to Conduct an 
Ag Well Inventory for the Land Subsidence Management Area.

b. ACTION – Adopt ETGSA Resolution 2022-03 certifying the results of the Prop. 218
Election. 

c. ACTION – Consider Approval of Recommendations to Make a Percentage Adjustment
to Authority Annual Budget for Employee’s Salary.

d. Report from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing.

6. GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN (GSP)

a. Staff Report on Amended GSP. (Staff will provide an overview of DWR comments
received on the plan and explain proposed revisions to the amended GSP based on such
comments)

b. ACTION - Consider Approval of Resolution 2022-04, to Approve and Adopt Amended
GSP (The board will consider whether to adopt an Amended GSP, which includes the
Amended Tule Subbasin Coordination Agreement, based on staff’s recommended
revisions as presented during the meeting.  The Amended GSP incorporates the Amended
Tule Subbasin Coordination Agreement.)

7. STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

a. Report on ongoing ETGSA outreach efforts.

8. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

a. Receive reports from Executive Committee members.
b. Receive reports from Stakeholder Committee members.
c. Receive report from Finance Committee members.

9. TULE SUBBASIN AND REGIONAL REPORTS AND ITEMS

a. Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task Items.
b. ACTION – Consider Approval of Letter of Support for LTRID and Pixley ID Grant

Application.

10. CLOSED SESSION:

a. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION:
[Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2)] 
Number of Potential Cases: Three 
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b. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION:
[Government Code Section 54947]  
Title: General Manager 

11. CLOSED SESSION ITEMS:

a. Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1

12. NEXT MEETING DATE

a. Next Regular Meeting – Thursday, August 4, 2022 at 2 p.m.

13. ADJOURNMENT

A person with a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 may request the GSA Authority to provide a disability-
related modification or accommodation in order to participate in any public meeting of the GSA Authority. Such assistance includes appropriate 
alternative formats for the agendas and agenda packets used for any public meetings of the GSA. Requests for such assistance and for agendas 
and agenda packets shall be made in person, by telephone, facsimile, or written correspondence to the GSA Authority Secretary or to the City of 
Porterville Public Works Department (559) 791-7804, at least 48 hours before a public GSA meeting. 



ETGSA Board Meeting 
July 18 2022 

Agenda Item 4.a-e 

Consent Calendar 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Consent Calendar 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: Move to approve items under the Consent Calendar, approval of 
items may be made in one motion. 

Executive Summary: 

a. Approval of June 2, 2022 Meeting of the Board Minutes.
b. Approval of June 30, 2022 Meeting of the Board Minutes (Public Hearing).
c. Approval of ETGSA Resolution 2021-6 re: Public Teleconference Meetings.
d. Approval of Ratification of bills paid and approval of bills to be paid.
e. Approval of Tulare County FY22-23 Budget Form and approval of Agency Authorized

Signatories for Disbursement of Funds.
Attachments: 

• Exhibit A: June 2, 2022 Meeting of the Board Minutes.
• Exhibit B: June 30, 2022 Meeting of the Board Minutes (Public Hearing).
• Exhibit C: ETGSA Resolution 2021-6 re: Public Teleconference Meetings.
• Exhibit D: ETGSA Accounts Payable Statements (unaudited, provided day of meeting)
• Exhibit E: ETGSA Tulare County FY22-23 Budget Form and Agency Authorized Signatories for

Disbursement of Funds.
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MINUTES OF THE  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

MEETING HELD JUNE 2, 2022 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

At approximately 2:00 p.m. on June 2, 2022, Chairman Eric Borba called to order the meeting of 
the Board of Directors of the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint Powers 
Authority (“ETGSA”).  Consistent with social distancing directives, there was no physical location 
for the meeting. 

Members Present:  Eric Borba Steve Kisling 
Dyson Schneider Mike Knight 
John Corkins  Geoffrey Galloway 
Matthew Leider Curt Holmes 
Dennis Townsend 

Members Absent:  Monte Reyes 

Others Present: Aubrey Mauritson Rogelio Caudillo 
Nick Keller  Matt Konda 
Julian Grijalva  Robbin Smith 
Andrew Hart  Todd Turley 
David De Groot Alexis Meneses 
Don Tucker  Peter Harman 
Douglas Jackson 

ROLL CALL 

General Manager Caudillo called the roll as follows: 

Director Holmes 
Director Leider 
Director Galloway 
Director Corkins 
Alt. Director Knight 
Director Schneider 
Director Kisling  
Chairman Borba 
Director Townsend 

Consent Calendar
Exhibit Item: A
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CLOSED SESSION 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
[Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(2)] 
Number of Potential Cases:  Three 

The Board of Directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2), met with General Counsel Aubrey Mauritson regarding three potential items of 
anticipated litigation.   

CLOSED SESSION ITEMS 

Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957.1 

Chairman Borba announced that there was no reportable action from closed session.   

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Chairman Borba announced the public comment period.  No public comment was presented.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

General Manager Caudillo announced that a Proposition 218 workshop will be held on June 16, 
2022, and a public hearing will be held on June 30, 2022.  

CONSENT CALENDAR 

General Manager Caudillo referred the Board to Agenda Items 6a – 6d on the Consent Calendar 
portion of the agenda.  A copy of the Minutes of the May 5, 2022 Board Meeting is attached as 
Agenda Item #6a.  A copy of the Minutes of the May 19, 2022 Special Meeting is attached as 
Agenda Item #6b.  A copy of Resolution 2021-6 Re: Public Teleconference Meetings is attached 
as Agenda Item #6c.  A copy of the financial statements is attached as Agenda Item #6d.   

Director Corkins moved to approve Items 6a through 6d.  Director Schneider seconded, and the 
motion was unanimously carried by way of the following roll call vote: 

In Favor: 

Director Townsend 
Director Holmes  
Director Leider  
Director Galloway  
Director Corkins 
Alt. Director Knight 
Director Schneider 
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Director Kisling 
Chairman Borba 
 
Opposed: None. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  
 

Consider Approval of Letter of Support for Porterville Irrigation District’s Application 
for the USBR Water SMART Drought Response Program 
 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on the letter of support for Porterville Irrigation 
District’s Application for the USBR Water SMART Drought Response Program.  A copy of the 
letter is attached as Agenda Item #7a and incorporated by reference.   
 
Director Corkins moved to approve the letter of support for Porterville Irrigation District’s 
Application for the USBR Water SMART Drought Response Program.  Director Kisling seconded, 
and the motion was unanimously carried by way of the following roll call vote:  
 
In Favor:  
 
Director Townsend 
Director Holmes  
Director Leider  
Director Galloway 
Director Corkins 
Alt. Director Knight  
Director Schneider 
Director Kisling 
Chairman Borba 
 
Opposed: None. 
 
 Consider Approval of Draft ETGSA FY2022-2023 Budget 
 
General Manager Caudillo provided a report on the ETGSA Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Budget.  
Attached hereto and incorporated by reference as Agenda Item #7b is a copy of the budget.   
Director Kisling provided a report on the Finance Committee recommendations. 
 
Director Kisling moved to approve the ETGSA Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Budget draft.  Director 
Leider seconded, and the motion was unanimously carried by way of the following roll call vote: 
 
In Favor:  
 
Director Townsend  
Director Holmes  
Director Leider  
Director Galloway  
Director Corkins 
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Alt Director Knight 
Director Schneider 
Director Kisling 
Chairman Borba 

Opposed: None. 

Report from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing 

Consulting Engineer De Groot provided a report on accounting and invoicing.  He advised that ET 
for April was just uploaded to Basinsafe, and the Water Market board is available for transactions. 
Currently, there are approximately 1,630 Basinsafe accounts.  Mr. De Groot noted that, specifically 
concerning Porterville Irrigation District, adjustments have been made to those accounts to keep 
them consistent with surface water accounts.   

STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Report on Ongoing ETGSA Outreach Efforts 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on ongoing outreach efforts and upcoming events. A 
copy of his report is attached as Agenda Item #8a and incorporated by reference.   

REPORT FROM COMMITTEES 

Receive Reports from Executive Committee Members  

General Manager Caudillo advised that there was no Executive Committee Meeting last month. 

Receive Reports from Stakeholder Committee Members 

General Manager Caudillo advised that there was no Stakeholder Committee Meeting last month.  

Receive Reports from Finance Committee Members 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report, a copy of which is attached as Agenda Item #9c.  Mr. 
Caudillo noted that the Committee met immediately prior to the Board meeting at 1:15p.m.   

TULE SUBBASIN AND REGIONAL REPORTS AND ITEMS 

Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task Items 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task 
Items.  Attached hereto and incorporated by reference as Agenda Item #10a is a copy of the report.   

NEXT MEETING DATE 

Next Regular Meeting – Thursday, July 7, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. 
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The next regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the ETGSA Joint Powers Authority shall be 
held on July 7, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT  

There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Borba adjourned the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

______________________________________ 
Rogelio Caudillo, General Manager 
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MINUTES OF THE  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

MEETING HELD JUNE 30, 2022 
PUBLIC HEARING 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

At approximately 1:45 p.m. on June 30, 2022, Chairman Eric Borba called to order the Public 
Hearing of the Board of Directors of the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint 
Powers Authority (“ETGSA”).  The public hearing was held at the Porterville Fairgrounds, 2700 
Teapot Dome Ave., Porterville, CA 93257. 

Members Present:  Eric Borba John Corkins 
Steve Kisling   Dyson Schneider 
Michael Knight 

Members Absent:  Curt Holmes Dennis Townsend 
Monte Reyes  Geoffrey Galloway 
Matthew Leider 

Others Present: Aubrey Mauritson Rogelio Caudillo 
Nick Keller  Dennis Keller 
John M. Domondon Bill Bennett 
Don Castle  

ROLL CALL 

The board members present announced themselves.   

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Chairman Borba announced the public comment period.  No public comment was presented.  

PUBLIC HEARING 

Overview of ETGSA Prop. 218 Assessment 

Consulting Engineer Keller provided an overview of the proposed Proposition 218 Assessment. 

Consent Calendar
Exhibit Item: B
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Conduct Public Hearing on Prop 218 Election and Receive All Written and Verbal 
Testimony Regarding the Proposed Assessment 

At approximately 2:00 p.m., Chairman Borba opened the public hearing.  Several members of the 
public made comments regarding the proposed assessment and asked various procedural questions. 
Numerous members of the public continued to vote and/or alter their previous votes.   

Close Public Hearing 

At approximately 2:25 p.m., Chairman Borba closed the public hearing. 

Tabulate Ballots and Announce Results 

Consulting Engineer Keller tabulated the ballots.  Preliminary results determined approximately 
82% of those that voted, voted in the negative.  The vote will be authenticated at the next Board 
of Director’s meeting.   

ADJOURNMENT  

There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Borba adjourned the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

______________________________________ 
Rogelio Caudillo, General Manager 



RESOLUTION 2021-6 
of the 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER 
SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

RESOLUTION RE SUSPENSION OF PUBLIC TELECONFERENCING LOCATIONS 

WHEREAS, as modified by Assembly Bill 361, Government Code § 54953(e)(1) permits 
local agencies to dispense with the requirements for teleconference locations contained in 
Government Code § 54953(b)(3) under the conditions specified herein; 

WHEREAS, the Board has reconsidered the state of emergency issued by the State of 
California in connection with COVID-19, and has found that the declared state of emergency 
remains in effect;  

WHEREAS, local and state officials continue to recommend and, in some cases, require, 
social distancing measures; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Board, and each of the 
Agency’s committees subject to the Ralph M. Brown Act, shall, consistent with Government Code 
54953(e)(1), continue to operate without physical, public meeting or teleconference locations.  

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION was passed and adopted by the Eastern Tule 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency Board of Directors on this 4th day of November, 2021, by the 
following vote:  

AYES:  Directors 

NOES:  Directors 

ABSTAIN:  

ABSENT:  

       Eric Borba, Chairman 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 
       Rogelio Caudillo, Secretary 

Consent Calendar
Exhibit Item: C



Certificate of Secretary 

I do hereby certify that I am the Secretary of the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency, 
an agency organized and existing under the laws of the State of California, and that the foregoing 
Resolution was duly adopted by the Board of Directors thereof at a meeting thereof duly and 
regularly held on the 4th day of November, 2021, at which meeting a quorum of the said Board of 
Directors was at all times present and acting, and that said Resolution has not been rescinded or 
amended in whole or any part thereof, and remains in force and effect. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have signed this Certificate on this 4th day of November, 2021, 
Porterville, California. 

___________________________ 
Rogelio Caudillo, Secretary 



Consent Calendar
Exhibit Item: E







_AUD-247 5/01/19 

OFFICE OF TULARE COUNTY AUDITOR-CONTROLLER

TO:      754 – Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency   DATE: 07/18/22 

We are updating our files.  In order that our records may be complete, please fill in the following 
information on each Board Member and return to us promptly.  Thank you. 

DATE of APPOINTMENT 
NAME  ADDRESS (Beginning & Ending Date) 

Sean Geivet (Alternate) 24790 Avenue 95, Terra Bella, CA 93270 December 13, 2016 - 
present 

John Michael Domondon 
(Alternate, VWD) 

16595 Road 168, Woodville, CA 93257 March 16, 2022 
- present

Vanessa Yap(Alternate) 5001 California Ave, Ste 102, Bakersfield, 
CA 93309 

July 14, 2022 - 
present 

Eric Limas (Alternate) 16595 Road 168, Woodville, CA 93257 December 13, 2016 - 
present 

Bill Bennet (Alternate) 26713 Avenue 140, Porterville, CA 93257 May 15, 2018 - present 
Michael Knight (Alternate) 291 N. Main St, Porterville, CA 93257 July 16, 2019 - present 
A. Monte Reyes 291 N. Main St, Porterville, CA 93257 December 10, 2018 - 

present 
Matthew Leider 1539 W. Teapot Dome Ave, Porterville, CA 

93257 
December 13, 2016 - 
present 

Dennis Townsend 2800 W. Burrell Ave, Visalia, CA 93291 January 9, 2019 - 
present 

Peter Vander Poel 
(Alternate) 

2800 W. Burrell Ave, Visalia, CA 93291 December 6, 2016 - 
present 

Dyson Schneider 26000 Ave 116, Porterville, CA 93257 January 12, 2017 - 
present 

Curt Holmes 1665 E. Manning Ave, Fresno, CA 93257 January 12, 2017 - 
present 

Steven Kisling 20712 Ave 120, Porterville, CA 93257 December 15, 2016 - 
present 

Edwin Lorren Wheaton 
(Alternate) 

24790 Ave 95, Terra Bella, CA 93270 November 6, 2016 - 
present 

Geoffrey Galloway 24790 Ave 95, Terra Bella, CA 93270 November 6, 2016 - 
present 

John Corkins 1696 S. Leggett St, Porterville, CA 93257 March 6, 2018 - present 
Eric Borba 14840 Road 200, Porterville, CA 93257 December 13, 2016 - 

present 

President of Board             Vice-President of Board     Secretary of Board 

Eric Borba Steven Kisling Rogelio Caudillo 



_AUD-247 5/01/19 

OFFICE OF TULARE COUNTY AUDITOR-CONTROLLER

TO:      754 – Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency       DATE: 07/07/22 

Please have the persons authorized to approve release of funds sign below, as they would sign 
the Order to Disburse or other documents (payment vouchers, etc.). 

NAME      SIGNATURE 

Rogelio Caudillo 
Matthew Leider 
Dyson Schneider 
Curt Holmes 
Steven Kisling 
Eric Borba 



Thomas Harder & Co. 

1260 N. Hancock St., Suite 109 
Anaheim, California 92807 

(714) 779-3875

February 15, 2022 

Mr. Rogelio Caudillo 

Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

881 W. Morton Avenue, Suite D 

Porterville, California 93257 

Re: Proposal to Conduct an Agricultural Well Inventory in the Land Subsidence 

Management Area of the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

Dear Mr. Caudillo, 

As per the request of the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency (ETGSA), Thomas 

Harder & Co. (TH&Co) has prepared this proposed scope of work and cost estimate to conduct a 

detailed agricultural well inventory within the Land Subsidence Management Area in the 

ETGSA, as shown on Figure 1.  The Land Subsidence Management Area was identified as the 

area where management actions will be implemented, in accordance with the Land Subsidence 

Management Plan, to control land subsidence along the Friant-Kern Canal (FKC).  Previous 

investigations have identified more than 1,000 agricultural wells in a 144-square mile area 

extending five miles on either side of the FKC and between Highway 190 on the north and the 

White River on the south.  Well locations from this investigation were determined based on 

review of California Department of Water Resources (CDWR) driller’s logs and aerial photo 

analysis.  Although the previous well investigations covered most of the Land Subsidence 

Management Area, the areas did not perfectly overlap, and it will be necessary to identify wells 

in those areas not previously investigated (i.e. between Highway 190 and the Tule River).  

Further, the exact locations and status (active or inactive) of the wells has not been confirmed. 

The purpose of this scope of work is to develop an inventory of all agricultural wells within the 

Land Subsidence Management Area covering approximately 46 square miles.  The inventory 

will initially focus on determining well locations and pumping status (active or presumed active, 

abandoned, or otherwise inactive wells).  The investigation will also identify additional data 

necessary to monitor compliance with respect to the Land Subsidence Management Plan. 

Agenda Item #5.a
Exhibit A
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Scope of Work 

Task 1 – Update the Well Database for the Land Subsidence Management Area 

TH&Co has developed an existing database of agricultural wells within an area that is 

approximately equivalent to the ETGSA Land Subsidence Management Area.  Additional work 

on this database is necessary to: 

1. Update the database to include wells that have recently been drilled.

2. Identify wells not included in the original investigation area (i.e. between Highway 190

and the Tule River; approximately 5 square miles).

3. Verify wells previously identified from a review of aerial photos.

4. Develop a prioritized list of wells for confirmation in the field.

To address No. 1, TH&Co will review Tulare County well applications submitted for new wells 

in the Land Subsidence Management Area since 2019.  The new well locations will be assigned 

coordinates based on the information in the permits, added to the well database, and plotted on a 

map.  It is noted that it may be necessary to confirm that these wells have been constructed by 

cross-referencing with the CDWR driller’s logs. 

To address No. 2, TH&Co will review aerial photographs from Google Earth for the approximate 

5-square mile portion of the Land Subsidence Management Area between Highway 190 and the

Tule River and two miles on either side of the FKC.  It is possible that the existence and location

of some of these wells can be verified from air photos.  The existence and location of others will

require further investigation in the field.  Wells will be added to the database and categorized as

confirmed active agricultural wells or uncertain and needing confirmation.

To address No. 3, TH&Co will confirm the agricultural wells identified in previous analyses.  A 

preliminary review of some of the previous aerial photo well identifications has shown that the 

object identified may not be a well.  TH&Co will review the air photos of the previously 

identified wells and categorized them in the database as confirmed active agricultural wells or 

uncertain and needing confirmation.   

For wells that cannot be verified from air photos, it will be necessary to inspect them in the field. 

TH&Co will create a list of wells for field verification as part of this task and prioritize those 

wells for inspection in the field (No. 4 above).  Scheduling priority for field verification will be 

given to wells in portions of the Land Subsidence Management Area with the highest rates of 

land subsidence (i.e. N-S Zones D, E and F). 
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Task 2 – Conduct Agricultural Well Site Inspections 

It will be necessary to visit the potential agricultural wells within the Land Subsidence 

Management Area that were identified as “uncertain” from analysis of air photos in Task 1.  The 

purpose of the site visits is to: 

1. Confirm the presence of an agricultural well.

2. Document the location of the well.

3. Document the status of the well (i.e. active or inactive).

4. Document whether the discharge pipe appears to have been equipped with an in-line

flow meter.

This scope of work assumes that ETGSA staff or others will contact private well owners and 

obtain permission to inspect their wells.  Based on the previous air photo analysis, it is estimated 

that there are approximately 300 agricultural wells in within the Land Subsidence Management 

Area.  It is assumed that approximately one-half (i.e. 150 wells) can be verified from air photos.  

Thus, for budgeting purposes, it is assumed that well site inspections will be necessary for 

approximately 150 wells classified as uncertain from Task 1.  The final number of wells to 

inspect will be based on the results of Task 1. 

It is further assumed that GPS coordinates for each well, accurate to 0.1-ft, will be obtained by a 

representative of 4Creeks Consulting. 

Subtask 2.1 – Coordination 

TH&Co will coordinate with ETGSA staff, 4Creeks, and others, as necessary, prior to inspecting 

the wells in the field.  Owner permissions for property access will be coordinated and scheduled 

in accordance with the priority developed by TH&Co in Task 1.  If possible, it will be beneficial 

to have the well owners present during the inspections to provide information on the wells.  Once 

site access permissions have been arranged for a group of wells, TH&Co will coordinate site 

visits for well groupings.  It is anticipated that some site access permissions will take longer than 

others.  To the extent possible, well site visits will continue uninterrupted until all “uncertain” 

wells within the Land Subsidence Management Area have been inspected. 

Subtask 2.2 – Well Inspections 

During the well site visits, TH&Co will confirm the location of the well, determine if the well is 

equipped with a pump, document the pump horsepower, assess if the well is active or not, and 

determine if the discharge line is equipped with an in-line flow meter.  To the extent possible, 

TH&Co will also determine the destination field or pond for the pumped water.  It is assumed 

that GPS coordinates for the well will be obtained by 4Creeks.  The budget for this task assumes 
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well site inspections at 150 wells.  It is further assumed that 8 wells can be inspected in any 

given day (19 days total duration). 

If site access cannot be obtained for any given well, the well will be inspected from the nearest 

public right-of-way to the extent possible and noted as such in the database. 

Subtask 2.3 – Update Database with Field Investigation Data 

Upon completion of the well site inspections, the agricultural well inventory database will be 

updated to include data gathered in the field including well location coordinates, operational 

status, and other information, as available.  It is noted that TH&Co has already incorporated data 

from CDWR driller’s logs into the database.  Correlating driller’s logs to the wells identified 

from the air photos and site inspections is not included in this scope of work. 

Task 3 – Prepare Agricultural Well Inventory Table and Maps 

Upon completion of the air photo analysis and site visits, TH&Co will develop and submit a 

table summarizing the agricultural well inventory for the Land Subsidence Management Area. 

One publicly available table will include each active agricultural well (by Township and Range 

number), the coordinates for the well, and the corresponding management zone.  One internal 

version of the table will be submitted to the ETGSA that includes all the information in the 

publicly available table plus the parcel number and well owner. 

In addition to the agricultural well inventory table, TH&Co will prepare a map for each north-

south Management Zone that shows the well locations in that zone (six total maps). 

Cost Estimate 

The proposed budget for the above scope of work is $73,720 as summarized in Table 1.  Budget 

for 4Creeks time to conduct the GPS surveys are not included.   

Schedule 

We are prepared to begin this work immediately upon your authorization to proceed.  The 

estimated time for completion of this scope of work is four months although the schedule is 

dependent on obtaining site access to private wells. 
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I appreciate the opportunity to provide consulting services to the Eastern Tule Groundwater 

Sustainability Agency.  If you have any questions regarding this scope of work, don’t hesitate to 

contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas Harder, P.G., C.HG. 

Principal Hydrogeologist 



Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency Table 1

Principal 

Hydro-

Geologist

Associate 

Hydro-

Geologist

Project 

Hydro-

Geologist

Staff

Geoscientist
Graphics Clerical

$210/hr $170/hr $120/hr $105/hr $95/hr $75/hr

1 Update the Well Database for the Land Subsidence Management Area

Update the database to include new 

wells, verify and prioritize wells for 

further investigation

6 34 80 4 $15,740 $15,740

Subtotal Task 1 $15,740 $0 $15,740

2 Conduct Agricultural Well Site Inspections

2.1

Coordination with ETGSA, 4Creeks 

and Property Owners for Well Site 

Access

8 40 8 $9,320 $9,320

2.2
Well Site Inspections (Assume 150 

Wells)
8 28 200 $27,440 $2,800 $30,240

2.3
Update Database with Field 

Investigation Data
8 8 40 $7,240 $7,240

Subtotal Task 2 $44,000 $2,800 $46,800

3 Prepare Agricultural Well Inventory Table and Maps

Prepare Two Summary Tables of 

Agricultural Wells and Six Well 

Location Maps (One for Each North-

South Management Zone)

8 16 40 24 4 $11,180 $11,180

Subtotal Task 3 $11,180 $0 $11,180

Total Cost: $70,920 $2,800 $73,720

Notes:
1 Reimbursable Expenses include driving mileage and per diem.

Cost Estimate to Conduct an

Agricultural Well Inventory in the Land Subsidence Management Area of the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Total 

Labor

Reimbursable 

Expenses
1 Total CostTask Description

1 of 1 15-Feb-22
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Agenda Item 5.b 

Adopt ETGSA Resolution 2022-03 Certifying the Results 
of the Prop. 218 Election 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA Prop. 218 Election 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: Move to Approve ETGSA Resolution 2022-03. 

Executive Summary: 

Presentation will be given by staff. 

Background: 

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a
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Agenda Item 5.c 

Consider Approval of Recommendations to Make a 
Percentage Adjustment to Authority Annual Budget for 

Employee’s Salary 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA Employee Salary  

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: None, Board may move to approve recommendations for 
adjustment. 

Executive Summary: 

Presentation will be given by staff. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a
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Agenda Item 5.d 

Reports from 4Creeks on ETGSA Accounting and 
Invoicing 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA Accounting and Invoicing  

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: None, Board may provide direction to staff. 

Executive Summary: 

Presentation will be given by staff. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a
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Agenda Item 6.a 

Staff Report on Amended GSP 
Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: ETGSA GSP Amendments 

Submitted By: General Manager 

Recommended Action: None, Board may provide direction to staff. 

Executive Summary: 

Presentation will be given by staff. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a



RESOLUTION 2022-4 
of the 

EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 
JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY 

ADOPTION OF THE EASTERN TULE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY 
AGENCY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 

WHEREAS, the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint Powers Authority 

(“ETGSA”) is a California groundwater sustainability agency formed to implement the 

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014, Water Code § 10720 et seq. (“SGMA”) in a 

portion of the Department of Water Resources Bulletin 118 Tule Subbasin; 

WHEREAS, ETGSA has developed a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (“GSP”), and has 

completed a process of public engagement, public comment, and a public hearing pursuant to the 

requirements of SGMA at Water Code Section 10728.4;   

WHEREAS, ETGSA has developed in cooperation and coordination with representatives 

of the Tule Subbasin a Coordination Agreement pursuant to requirements of SGMA at Water Code 

Section 10727.6.  The Coordination Agreement has been incorporated into the GSP; 

WHEREAS, after considering the comments provided by the public and various interested 

parties, the Board of Directors adopted the GSP and approved the Coordination Agreement on 

January 17, 2020; 

WHEREAS, on January 28, 2022, the ETGSA received notification from the Department 

of Water Resources that various aspects of the adopted GSP were deficient and required corrective 

actions no later than July 27, 2022 (“Deficiency Letter”);  

WHEREAS, as a result of the January 28, 2022 Deficiency Letter, the ETGSA caused 

numerous revisions to the GSP and the Coordination to occur and as a result the Board of Directors 

desires to adopt the 2022 First Amended GSP and 2022 First Amended Coordination Agreement; 

Agenda Item #6.b
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the ETGSA Board of 

Directors adopts the 2022 First Amended GSP, including the 2022 First Amended Coordination 

Agreement, attached hereto and incorporated by reference and directs staff to submit the same to 

the Department of Water Resources.  

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION was passed and adopted by the ETGSA Board of 

Directors on this 18th day of January, 2022, by the following vote:  

AYES:  Directors 

NOES:  

ABSTAIN:  

ABSENT:  

    Eric Borba, Chair 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 
       Rogelio Caudillo, Secretary 



Certificate of Secretary 

I do hereby certify that I am the Secretary of the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Joint Powers Authority, a groundwater sustainability agency organized and existing under the laws 
of the State of California, and that the foregoing Resolution was duly adopted by the Board of 
Directors of said Agency at a meeting thereof duly and specially held in Porterville, California on 
the 18th day of January, 2022, at which meeting a quorum of the said Board of Directors was at all 
times present and acting, and that said Resolution has not been rescinded or amended in whole or 
any part thereof, and remains in force and effect. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have signed this Certificate on this 18th day of January, 2022, at 
Porterville, California. 

________________________ 
Rogelio Caudillo, Secretary 
Eastern Tule GSA 
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Agenda Item 7.a 

Report on ongoing ETGSA outreach efforts 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of ETGSA Outreach 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

In addition to its regular Board and Committee Meetings and email correspondence to its 
Interested Parties List, ETGSA continues to conduct community outreach regarding SGMA, 
ETGSA, and the development of ETGSA’s Draft GSP through a variety of events and other media. 

A summary of ETGSA’s outreach efforts in June is provided below: 

In accordance with social distancing measures as a result of the threat of the COVID-19 virus, 
committee members and ETGSA staff have been participating in meetings and engaging with 
stakeholders and the public remotely via teleconferencing. 

• Zoom Teleconferencing Participation for ETGSA:
o June 2, 2022 Board of Directors (27 Participants)

• Porterville Chamber of Commerce
o June 30, 2022 Porterville Chamber GAC Committee: provided update to GAC

Committee on current GSA activities.
• ETGSA Outreach Event:

o June 16, 2022 Prop. 218 Public Outreach
o June 30, 2022 Prop. 218 Public Hearing

Background: 

SGMA requires that, “The groundwater sustainability agency shall consider the interests of all 
beneficial uses and users of groundwater, as well as those responsible for implementing 
groundwater sustainability plans…” (WAT § 10723.2). ETGSA undertakes outreach efforts, both 
individually and in collaboration with regional partners, to ensure that these interests are 
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considered and provided with information pertinent and relevant to SGMA and the 
development of ETGSA’s GSP. The ETGSA Board of Directors adopted a Communication and 
Engagement Plan on October 5, 2018 that serves as a living guide to ETGSA’s outreach efforts. 

ETGSA’s Board and Committee meetings occur on a regular basis and, save for closed session as 
permitted pursuant the Brown Act, are open to the public. 

ETGSA continues to encourage its stakeholders to engage the Agency with other opportunities 
for outreach. 

Fiscal Impact: 

• Monthly cost for Zoom Standard Pro: $15.89

Attachments: n/a 
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Agenda Item 8.a 

Receive Reports from Executive Committee Members 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of Executive Committee Meeting 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

Executive Committee did not meet in June due to lack of agenda items. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a
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Agenda Item 8.b 

Receive Reports from Stakeholder Committee Members 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of Stakeholder Committee Meeting 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

Stakeholder Committee did not meet in June due to lack of agenda items. 

Stakeholder Committee was cancelled in July per request of the Chair. 

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a
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Agenda Item 8. c 

Receive Finance Committee Monthly Reports 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Summary of Finance Committee Meetings 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

Meeting #1 – The ETGSA Finance Committee met on July 7, 2022. Below is a summary of the 
actions taken:  

• Approved Minutes of June 2, 2022 Finance Committee Meeting.
• Review and Approved Financial Statements with the County of Tulare.
• Review and Approved Financial Statements and paying the bills.
• Consider recommendation for Approval of Tulare County FY22-23 Budget Form and

approval of Agency Authorization Signatories for Disbursement of Funds.
• Discussion and Consider approval for Thomas Harder’s Proposed Scope of Work on

Agricultural Well inventory in the Land Subsidence Management Area of the Eastern
Tule GSA.

Meeting #2 – A report on the Meeting of the ETGSA Special Finance Committee, scheduled to 
be held on July 18, 2022, will be given verbally.  

Background: 

• n/a

Fiscal Impact: 

• n/a

Attachments: 

• n/a
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Agenda Item 9.a 

Report on Tule Subbasin Coordination and TH&Co Task 
Items 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Board of Directors 

Subject: Updates Regarding Tule Subbasin Coordination and Task Items 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

The Tule Subbasin Managers met on June 15, 2022. Below is a summary of the updates, 
anticipated deliverables, and associated Exhibits: 

• DWR GSP Letter – GSA Managers went over DWR’s comments on the Tule Subbasin’s
GSPs. Managers have begun discussing feedback from DWR towards possible
amendments to the GSPs and Coordination Agreement to address DWR’s comments
with technical consultants and legal counsel over the course of the month June.

• Grants – Prop. 68 planning grant & SGMA implementation grant funds updates.
• Technical Advisory Committee (TAC): The next meeting of the TAC has been scheduled

for July 20, 2022 at 2pm.  Notices and agendas including call-in information for the TAC
meetings will be posted on the Tule Subbasin website: www.tulesgma.com.  Notice and
Agendas will also be provided by ETGSA.

The Tule Subbasin Management Zone Advisory Committee meets bi-monthly on the first 
Tuesday of the month. ETGSA General Manager Rogelio Caudillo serves as the GSA 
representative on the Advisory Committee. Below is a summary of the updates, anticipated 
deliverables, and associated Exhibits: 

• Tule Basin MZ Advisory Committee met on July 5th, 2022. The Committee reviewed
recent developments and activities with the TBMZ.

http://www.tulesgma.com/
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Background: 

ETGSA is member to the Tule Subbasin MOU Group. This group consists of the various GSAs 
overlying the Tule Subbasin. More information can be found at: www.tulesgma.com 

The Tule Subbasin GSAs have collectively engaged and contracted TH&Co to undertake various 
scopes of work to assist them in the completion of their GSPs, Coordination Agreement, and 
various technical matters that must be addressed in a coordinated Subbasin manner. 
Additionally, R.L. Schafer serves as the Tule Subbasin Coordinator and David De Groot/4Creeks 
serves as Technical Lead/Grant Lead/Secretary. Lower Tule River Irrigation District serves as 
Fiscal Agent to the Tule Subbasin MOU Group. 

Fiscal Impact: 

• N/A

Attachments: 

• N/A

http://www.tulesgma.com/


Eastern Tule Groundwater  
Sustainability Agency, JPA 

881 W. Morton Ave, Suite D 
Porterville, CA 93257 

559-781-7660 

Rogelio Caudillo 
General Manager 

easterntulegsa.com 
info@easterntulegsa.com 

City of Porterville 

County of Tulare 

Kern-Tulare Water District 

Porterville Irrigation District 

Teapot Dome Water District 

Terra Bella Irrigation District 

Vandalia Water District 

Saucelito Irrigation District 

July 18, 2022 

Bureau of Reclamation 
Attn: Mr. Josh German 
Mail Code: MP-400 
2800 Cottage Way 
Sacramento, California 95825 

RE: Joint Lower Tule River Irrigation District and Pixley Irrigation District Magnetic Metering Project 
WaterSMART Grant: Water and Efficiency Grant Application for FY 2023 

Dear Mr. German, 

The Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency (ETGSA) supports the effort of Lower Tule River 
Irrigation District (LTRID) and Pixley Irrigation District (Pix ID) in their pursuit of a WaterSMART 
Grant: Water and Efficiency Grant Application from the United Stated Department of Interior, Bureau of 
Reclamation (Reclamation) for Fiscal Year 2023. The WaterSMART program funds project that achieves 
sustainable water savings and water reliability benefits. As we understand, the proposed Magnetic 
Metering Project replaces head deferential measurement with a more accurate and advance technology 
utilizing a magnetic pulse meter device.  

The ETGSA recognizes the importance of sound water management and the significant it plays in 
sustainability of local water supply. The ETGSA, Lower Tule River Irrigation District and Pixley 
Irrigation District have been great collaborators in coordinating water management projects and programs 
aimed to better account and manage water supplies in the region. The Magnetic Metering Project is 
envisioned to be one of these projects that will assist Districts to achieve sustainable water savings and 
broader water reliability benefit. The ETGSA strongly encourages the Bureau of Reclamation to consider 
funding the Project in their pursuit of this grant application. 

Sincerely, 

Rogelio Caudillo 
General Manager 

Agenda Item #9.b
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