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In accordance with the Governor’s Executive Order (N-29-20) and the declared State of Emergency, including 

social distancing directives as a result of the threat of the COVID-19 virus, committee members and ETGSA staff 
will be participating in this meeting remotely.  There will not be a physical location for this meeting.  Members of 

the public may participate in the meeting in the following ways: 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82747345901  

 
Meeting ID: 827 4734 5901 

One tap mobile 
+16699009128,,82747345901# US (San Jose) 

 
Dial by your location 

        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID: 827 4734 5901 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbKK8KmZil   
 

-----------------------------AGENDA----------------------------- 
 

Action items are listed in bold. 
 
 

1.        ROLL CALL 
  
2.        PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda.  Under state law, 
matters presented under this item cannot be discussed or acted upon by the Committee at this time.  For items 
appearing on the agenda, the public is invited to make comments at the time the item comes up for Committee 
consideration.  Any person addressing the Committee will be limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes or the 
Chairman’s discretion.  At all times, please state your name for the record. 
 
3. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
4.        MINUTES 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82747345901
mailto:info@easterntulegsa.com
http://www.easterntulegsa.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82747345901
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbKK8KmZil


 
a. ACTION - Approve the May 14, 2020 Meeting of the ETGSA Stakeholder Committee 

Minutes. 
 
5.        BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT 
 

a. Report on Status of “Landowner Groundwater Cheat Sheet” and ETGSA Recharge and 
Banking Policy. 

 
6. GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 
 

a. Review and Discussion of DWR Public Comments on GSP (Committee make take action 
to make recommendations to the Board of Directors). 

 
7. POLICY ISSUES 
 

a. Review & Discussion of ETGSA FY2020-21 Draft Budget. 
 
8. NEXT MEETING DATE 
 

a. Next Stakeholder Committee Meeting– Thursday, July 9, 2020 at 2pm. 
 
9. ADJOURMENT 
 

A person with a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 may request the ETGSA to provide a 
disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in any public meeting. Such assistance includes 
appropriate alternative formats for the agendas and agenda packets used for any public meetings of the GSA. Requests for 
such assistance and for agendas and agenda packets shall be made in person, by telephone, facsimile, or written 
correspondence to the General Manager of the ETGSA at (559) 781-7660, at least 48 hours before a public meeting. 

 
 



EASTERN TULE 
GROUNDWATER 
SUSTAINABILITY 
AGENCY  
JOINT POWERS 
AUTHORITY 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
OF THE STAKEHOLDER COMMITTEE 

HELD MAY 14, 2020               

At approximately 2:00 p.m. on May 14, 2020, Chairman Bennett called to order a meeting of the 
Stakeholder Committee of the Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency.  Consistent with 
Executive Order N-29-20 and social distancing directives, the meeting was conducted by 
teleconference only, with no physical location for the meeting.  

Stakeholder Members Present: James Parsons Bill Bennett 
Matt Watkins  Julia Inestroza 
Jason Guthrie Sopac Mulholland 
Don Castle Tom O’Sullivan 

   Stakeholder Members Absent: Kathy Briano John Konda 

ROLL CALL 

Chairman Bennett called roll call as follows: 

Chairman Bill Bennett 
Committee member Castle 
Committee member Guthrie 
Committee member Inestroza 
Committee member Mulholland 
Committee member O’Sullivan 
Committee member Parsons 
Committee member Watkins 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Chairman Bennett announced the public comment period.  No public comment was presented.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

General Manager Caudillo advised that there were no announcements.     TO BE APPROVED

Agenda Item #4.a
Exhibit: A
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MINUTES 

Approve the April 9, 2020 Meeting of the ETGSA Stakeholder Committee Minutes 

It was noted that an amendment is needed to reflect Committee member Parsons’ attendance. 
Committee member O’Sullivan moved for approval of the minutes of the April 9, 2020 Meeting 
of the Stakeholder Committee, as amended.  The motion was seconded by Committee member 
Watkins.  The remaining committee members unanimously approved the motion by way of the 
following roll call vote:  

In Favor: 
Committee member Guthrie 
Committee member Inestroza 
Committee member O’Sullivan 
Committee member Parsons 
Committee member Mulholland 
Committee member Watkins 
Committee member Castle 

Opposed: None. 

TULE SUBBASIN AND REGIONAL REPORTS AND ITEMS 

Discussion and Potential Recommendation on Appointment of Member & Alternate to 
Tule Subbasin Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).  (Stakeholder Committee May Make 
a Recommendation to the Board of Directors on Appointment of Individual to the Tule 
Subbasin (TAC) 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on the potential recommendation on the appointment 
of a member and alternate member to the Tule Subbasin TAC.  Consulting Engineer De Groot 
provided a summary of the Tule Subbasin TAC, its formation, and its purpose.  Mr. De Groot 
estimated that the TAC would meet quarterly.    

Discussion ensued regarding the TAC.   

Committee member Castle recommended Steve Etchegaray.  

Committee member Parsons moved to recommend the appointment of Steve Etchegaray. 
Committee member Watkins seconded.  The motion was carried unanimously by way of the 
following roll call vote: 

In favor: 
Committee member Castle 
Committee member Guthrie 
Committee member Inestroza 
Committee member Mulholland 
Committee member O’Sullivan 

TO BE APPROVED
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Committee member Parsons 
Committee member Watkins 

Discussion ensued regarding Steve Etchegaray’s position on the Executive Committee.  

Discussion on Scope of Work and Cost Estimate to Conduct an Analysis of Potential Water 
Exchanges and Transfers by Thomas Harder 

General Manager Caudillo provided a report on the scope of work and cost estimate to conduct an 
analysis of potential water exchanges and transfer by Thomas Harder.  Attached hereto and 
incorporated by reference as Agenda Item #5b, is a copy of the scope of work.  Consulting 
Engineer De Groot provided an overview of the proposed work.  He advised that some GSAs have 
expressed interest in being able to transfer groundwater pursuant to their plans.  A pilot study has 
been proposed.   

Sean Geivet provided comment.   

Discussion ensued regarding the parameters of the study and the cost. 

Eric Limas provided comment.  

The committee’s discussion was favorable toward the prospect of participating in the study.  

POLICY ISSUES 

Review and Discussion of ETGSA “Landowner Groundwater Cheat Sheet” 

Chairman Bennett referred the committee to the cheat sheet.  Consulting Engineer De Groot 
provided a presentation on ETGSA Landowner Groundwater Cheat Sheet.  Attached hereto and 
incorporated by reference as Agenda Item #6a is a copy of the revised Cheat Sheet.   

Committee member Watkins provided comment regarding charges for total precipitation and 
sustainable yield. 

Consulting Engineer De Groot explained the various options available to water users in terms of 
measurement and source prioritization. 

Discussion ensued regarding the timing and logistics of invoicing and billing. 

Comment was received from Bill Samarin. 

Discussion ensued regarding landowner options and flexibility related to prioritization. 

Review and Discussion of DRAFT ETGSA Groundwater Banking and Recharge Policy 

General Counsel Mauritson provided a presentation on the Draft ETGSA Groundwater Banking 
and Recharge Policy.   

TO BE APPROVED
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Discussion ensued regarding time limits, rules related to the recapture of surface water, and 
landowner flexibility.   

Discussion ensued regarding existing facilities 

NEXT MEETING DATE 

The next Stakeholder Committee Meeting will be on Thursday, June 11, 2020 at 2:00 p.m.   

ADJOURNMENT  

As there was no further business to come before the Committee, Chairman Bennett adjourned the 
meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

________________________________ 
Chairman Bill Bennett 

TO BE APPROVED



ETGSA Stakeholder Committee 
June 11, 2020 

Agenda Item 5.a 

Report on Status of “Landowner Groundwater Cheat 
Sheet” and ETGSA Recharge and Banking Policy.

Staff Report to the ETGSA Stakeholder Committee 

Subject: Board of Directors Meeting, June 4, 2020 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: N/A – For informational purposes only. 

Executive Summary: 

At the Board of Directors Meeting on June 4th, 2020, the Board reviewed the “Landowner 
Groundwater Cheat Sheet” and DRAFT ETGSA Recharge and Banking Policy with feedback from 
the Stakeholder and Executive Committee meetings in May. 

After reviewing each item and receiving a report from staff on input and feedback from the 
Committees, the Board directed staff to begin integrating the aforementioned items into the 
ETGSA’s DRAFT Rules & Regulations. 

Background: 

At the May 14th, 2020 meeting of the Stakeholder Committee, the consensus of the committee 
was that the “Landowner Groundwater Cheat Sheet” and the ETGSA DRAFT Recharge and 
Banking Policy with recent feedback was ready for the Board to review at the following Board 
of Directors Meeting on June 4th, 2020. 
Fiscal Impact: 

 n/a 

Attachments: 

n/a 



ETGSA Stakeholder Committee 
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Agenda Item 6.a 

Review and Discussion of DWR Public Comments on 
GSP 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Stakeholder Committee 

Subject: ETGSA GSP 

Submitted By:  General Manager 

Recommended Action: None – Committee make take action to make recommendations to 
the Board of Directors. 

Executive Summary: 

The CA Department of Water Resources (DWR) received a total of 16 comments on the ETGSA 
GSP from the following: 

Kristen Dobbin CA Department of Fish & Wildlife 
CA Poultry Federation Bill Samarin 
Farmland Reserve, Inc. & South Valley Farms Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District 
Central Valley Flood Protection Board Community Water Center 
Wonderful Orchards CA Department of Water Resources 
Eastern Tule White Area Growers, Inc. Delano-Earlimart Irrigation District 
Arvin-Edison Water Storage District & 
Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District 

The Nature Conservancy, Clean Water Action, 
Community Water Center, Audubon CA, 
Union of Concerned Scientists & Local 
Government Commission. 

Kern Groundwater Authority Friant Water Authority 

Background: 

Under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) will post groundwater sustainability plans (GSPs) to its website within 20 days 
of receiving the plan.  Once a plan is posted, it will be open to public comment. The minimum 
period for public comment is 60 days, but DWR has decided to open the comment period for 75 



ETGSA Stakeholder Committee 
June 11, 2020 

days.  While DWR will not respond to public comments directly, it will consider those comments 
during its evaluation of the plans. 

A Link to DWR’s SGMA Portal with the comments has been posted on the ETGSA website.  The 
link can be found here:  https://easterntulegsa.com/gsp/  under the "Public Comment" section 
of the page. 

Fiscal Impact: 

 n/a 

Attachments: 

n/a 

https://easterntulegsa.com/gsp/


County Code Category Sub-Category Item Proposed Amount Description
Income

5000 Membership Contributions Call for Funds Income 1,391,610.00$           Income from call for funds of ETGSA Member Agencies (Tentative)
4001 Proposition 218 - Land Assessment Income -$  Income from land assessments
5531 Proposition 218 - Charge Groundwater Charge (SY) Income -$  Income from groundwater use (SY) charge 
5531 Proposition 218 - Charge Groundwater Charge (T1) Income -$  Income from groundwater use (T1) charge 
5531 Proposition 218 - Charge Groundwater Charge (T2) Income -$  Income from groundwater use (T2) charge 
5805 Fees & Penalities Groundwater Transfer Fee Income -$  Income from groundwater transfer fee
5805 Fees & Penalities Groundwater Carry Over Fee Income -$  Income from groundwater carry over fee
5805 Fees & Penalities Penalty Income -$  Income from groundwater overuse penalty
5805 Fees & Penalities Well Registration Income -$  Income from well registration fee
5805 Fees & Penalities Parcel Registration Income -$  Income from parcel registration fee
5805 Fees & Penalities Service Area Registration Income -$  Income from service area registration fee
5805 Fees & Penalities Recharge Project Registration Income -$  Income from recharge project registration fee
4801 Interest Interest Income -$  Income from interest paid on agency funds held in its account(s)
5835 Grants Grant Income -$  Income from grant proceeds
5835 Other Other Income -$  Income from other miscellaneous sources (e.g. reimbursements, etc.)

Expenses
6001 Payroll & Benefits Salaries & Wages 148,000.00$              Expenses for employee W2 salaries and wages
6012 Payroll & Benefits Payroll Expense 20,000.00$                 Expenses for employer-paid CA/Fed payroll taxes
6004 Payroll & Benefits Benefits -  HDV 30,000.00$                 Expenses for employee health, dental, and vision benefits
6011 Payroll & Benefits Benefits - Retirement 10,000.00$                 Expenses for employee retirement benefits
6004 Payroll & Benefits Benefits - DI, Life 6,000.00$  Expenses for employee disability and life insurance benefits
6015 Insurance Workers Compensation Insurance 6,000.00$  Expenses for workers compensation insurance premium
7010 Insurance GL/DO/Property/Auto/Other Insurance 12,000.00$                 Expenses for general insurance policy premium(s)
7062 Office, Materials, & Outreach Property Lease Expense 17,500.00$                 Expenses for commerical property (office) lease
7005 Office, Materials, & Outreach Landline/Internet Expense 2,200.00$  Expenses for landline and internet utility services
7081 Office, Materials, & Outreach Other Utilities Expense -$  Expenses for other utility services
7061 Office, Materials, & Outreach Printer Rental/Lease Expense 6,000.00$  Expenses for rental and/or lease of business printer(s)
7036 Office, Materials, & Outreach Other Printing/Reproduction Expense 2,500.00$  Expenses for other printing expenses (e.g. placards, posters, etc.)
7036 Office, Materials, & Outreach Paper Expense 800.00$  Expenses for printer paper
7036 Office, Materials, & Outreach General Software Expense 500.00$  Expenses for general software applications (e.g. Microsoft Office, Adobe, GIS, etc.) for agency computers and devices
7036 Office, Materials, & Outreach Website, Email, & Domain Expense 500.00$  Expenses for agency website, email, and domain hosting
7036 Office, Materials, & Outreach Office Supplies & Equipment Expense 5,000.00$  Expenses for other general office supplies (e.g. pens, holders, cabinets, postage meter, lamps, refreshment, etc.)
7036 Office, Materials, & Outreach Postage & Delivery Expense 500.00$  Expenses for postal correspondence (e.g. stamps, postage meter, etc.)
7059 Office, Materials, & Outreach Publication & Notices 2,000.00$  Expenses for publications and notices in general circulation newspapers, interest group publications, and other publications
7043 Office, Materials, & Outreach Outreach & Meetings Expense 29,000.00$                 Expenses for outreach and meetings (e.g. location reservation, handouts, mass mailers, material design, refreshments, etc.)
7004 Employee Expenses/Reimburseables Education Expense 1,000.00$  Expenses for books, training materials, and programs for the general benefit of agency staff and/or directors
7004 Employee Expenses/Reimburseables Uniforms & Apparel Expense 1,000.00$  Expenses for agency uniforms and apparel (e.g. bags, backpacks, mugs, etc.)
7074 Employee Expenses/Reimburseables Mileage Reimbursement Expense 1,500.00$  Expenses for reimbursement of employee travel at standard mileage rate
7074 Employee Expenses/Reimburseables Travel & Meal Expense 5,000.00$  Expenses for travel and meal expenses (e.g. hotels, meals, incedentals) incurred by employees while carrying out their official job duties
7074 Employee Expenses/Reimburseables GM Travel & Communication Expense 14,400.00$                 Expenses for reimbursement of Executive Director's travel and communication expenses incurred pursuant contract allowance terms
7073 Employee Expenses/Reimburseables Event Registration Expense 1,500.00$  Expenses for various event registration fees
7027 Membership Dues ACWA Dues 2,200.00$  Expenses for annual ACWA dues
7027 Membership Dues Other General Assc. Dues 20,000.00$                 Expenses for other annual or periodic dues resulting from Agency membership associations
7043 Accounting Bank Service Charges 500.00$  Expenses for bank service charges
7043 Accounting Audit & Accounting Services 15,000.00$                 Expenses for periodic audits, consulting on accounting matters, accounting services, and payroll administration
7043 Professional Services Legal Services 200,000.00$              Expenses for legal services
7043 Professional Services General Engineering Consultants 132,000.00$              Expenses for general engineering services
7043 Professional Services Land IQ Monitoring 122,500.00$              Expenses for environmental consultancy services
7043 Professional Services Hydrogeological Consultants 50,000.00$                 Expenses for hydrogeological consultancy services
7043 Professional Services Other Professional Services 90,000.00$                 Expenses for other professional services
7043 Professional Services DMS Development & Expense 150,000.00$              Expenses for development and maintence of SGMA Data Management System
7407 Monitoring & Coordination Tule Subbasin Expenses 150,000.00$              Expenses for membership contributions to the Tule Subbasin MOU Group for shared subbasin expenditures
7407 Monitoring & Coordination Mitigation Program Expense -$  Expenses for SGMA-mitigation program to compensate entities pursuant various agreements
7400 Monitoring & Coordination Monitoring Program Expense -$  Expenses for general oversight and maintenence of the Tule Subbasin Monitoring Program
7024 Monitoring & Coordination Monitoring Well Maintenence Expense -$  Expenses for the general maintenence of agency monitoring
7043 Monitoring & Coordination Groundwater Quality Sampling Expense -$  Expenses for groundwater quality sampling tests
7066 Water Water Purchase Expense -$  Expenses for water purchases, wheeling, and delivery
7066 Permits Permits & Fees -$  Expenses for miscellaneous permits and fees
7021 Auto Expenses Agency Auto & Truck (Maint. & Repair) -$  Expenses for maintenance and repairs of agency-owned automobiles and trucks
7021 Auto Expenses Agency Auto & Truck (Fuel) -$  Expenses for fuel for agency-owned automobiles and trucks
8300 Capital Expenditures Capital - Office Equipment 10,000.00$                 Capital expenditures for agency-owned/operated office equipment (e.g. computers, large furniture, technology equipment)
8300 Capital Expenditures Capital - Auto & Truck -$  Capital expenditures for purchase of agency-owned/operated automobiles and trucks
8100 Capital Expenditures Capital - Infrastructure -$  Capital expenditures for construction of agency-owned/operated infrastructure
8100 Capital Expenditures Capital - Monitoring Wells -$  Capital expenditures for construction of agency-owned/operated monitoring wells
8100 Capital Expenditures Capital - Other Monitoring Infrastructure -$  Capital expenditures for construction of agency-owned/operated monitoring infrastructure (e.g. CGPS, CIMIS Station, etc.)
8300 Capital Expenditures Capital - Monitoring Telemetry -$  Capital expenditure for purchase of agency-owned/operated telemetry systems to facilitate monitoring equipment data transmission

Expenses - Contingency
7432 10% 126,510.00$              

ETGSA DRAFT Budget FY2021 Indicates Budget Item that may be applicable in the future, but is currently not anticipated by 
staff unless otherwise directed by the Board.

Agenda Item #7.a
Exhibit: A
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