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-----------------------------AGENDA----------------------------- 
Action items are listed in bold. 

1. ROLL CALL

2. PUBLIC COMMENT

At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda.  Under state law, 
matters presented under this item cannot be discussed or acted upon by the Committee at this time.  For items 
appearing on the agenda, the public is invited to make comments at the time the item comes up for Committee 
consideration.  Any person addressing the Committee will be limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes or the 
Chairman’s discretion.  At all times, please state your name for the record. 

3. ANNOUNCEMENTS

4. MINUTES

a. ACTION - Approve the October 17, 2019 Special Joint Meeting of the ETGSA
Executive & Stakeholder Committee Minutes.

5. ETGSA MEETINGS REVIEW

a. Report on ETGSA Board Meetings.
b. Report on the February 13, 2020 ETGSA Stakeholder Committee Meeting.

6. STAKEHOLDER_OUTREACH & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

a. Report on ongoing outreach efforts and upcoming events.

7. GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN

mailto:info@easterntulegsa.com
http://www.easterntulegsa.com/


a. Report on GSP and Tule Subbasin Coordination Agreement.

8. POLICY ISSUES

a. Discussion regarding potential ETGSA Recharge Policy.

9. NEXT MEETING DATE

a. Next Stakeholder Committee Meeting– Thursday, March 19, 2020 at 2pm at Transit
Multi-Purpose Center (15 E. Thurman Ave, Suite D, Porterville).

10. ADJOURMENT

A person with a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 may request the GSA Authority to 
provide a disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in any public meeting of the GSA 
Authority. Such assistance includes appropriate alternative formats for the agendas and agenda packets used for any public 
meetings of the GSA. Requests for such assistance and for agendas and agenda packets shall be made in person, by 
telephone, facsimile, or written correspondence to the GSA Authority Secretary or to the City of Porterville Public Works 
Department (559) 791-7804, at least 48 hours before a public GSA meeting. 
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GROUNDWATER 
SUSTAINABILITY 
AGENCY  
JOINT POWERS 
AUTHORITY 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL JOINT MEETING 
OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
AND STAKEHOLDER COMMITTEE 

HELD OCTOBER 17, 2019              

At approximately, 2:00 p.m. on October 17, 2019, at the Transit Multi-Purpose Center, 15 E. 
Thurman Ave., Ste. D, Porterville, California.  Chairman Eric Borba, called to order a special joint 
meeting of the Executive Committee and Stakeholder Committee of the Eastern Tule Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency Joint Powers Authority (“ETGSA”). 

Executive Members Present: John M. Domondon Eric Borba 
Steve Dalke   Eric Limas 
Steve Etchegaray         Denise England 
Sean Geivet  Glenn Fowler 
Nick Keller 

Executive Members Absent:     Michael Knight 

Stakeholder Members Present: Don Castle   Bill Bennett 
Tom O’Sullivan  James Parsons 
Kathy Briano  Matt Watkins 
Jason Guthrie  

Stakeholder Members Absent: John Konda  Julie Inestroza 
Sopac Mulholland 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Chairman Borba announced public the comment period.   

Public comment was received from Bill Samarin.   

Comment received from Kathy Briano.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Interim Executive Director Rogelio Caudillo announced that a public hearing on ETGSA’s GSP 
will be held on December 16, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. at Porterville City Hall.  The Ducor Community 
will hold a draft GSP workshop on October 20, 2019 from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Another 
workshop is scheduled for November 13, 2019 at Porterville College from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Additional information will be circulated soon.   

TO BE APPROVED

Agenda Item #4.a
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MINUTES 

Approve the July 25, 2019 and September 26, 2019 Special Joint Meetings of the ETGSA 
Executive & Stakeholder Committee Minutes 

Executive Committee: 
Committee member Keller moved for approval of the July 25, 2019 Executive Committee and 
Stakeholder Committee minutes.  The motion was seconded by Committee member England and 
the committee unanimously approved the motion.   

Stakeholder Committee: 
Committee member Castle moved for approval of the July 25, 2019 Executive Committee and 
Stakeholder Committee minutes.  The motion was seconded by Committee member Briano and 
the committee unanimously approved the motion.  Committee member Watkins abstained. 

Executive Committee: 
Committee member Domodon moved for approval of the September 26, 2019 Executive 
Committee and Stakeholder Committee minutes.  The motion was seconded by Committee 
member Geivet and the committee unanimously approved the motion.   

Stakeholder Committee: 
Discussion ensued concerning further clarification on the minutes regarding future joint meetings. 
Committee member Watkins recommended revising the section to reflect clarification that separate 
committee meetings will be held when recommendations are considered.  Discussion also ensued 
regarding public comments received by John Corkins. 

Committee member Watkins moved for approval of the September 26, 2019 Executive Committee 
and Stakeholder Committee minutes with the revision so noted above.  The motion was seconded 
by Committee member Castle and the committee unanimously approved the motion.   

ETGSA MEETING REVIEW 

Report on ETGSA Board Meeting of October 3, 2019 

Interim Executive Director Caudillo referred the committees to Agenda Item #5a, a report on the 
ETGSA board meeting of October 3, 2019.  Attached hereto and incorporated by reference as 
Agenda Item #5b is a copy of the report.   

GSP DRAFTING 

Presentation on ETGSA Groundwater Sustainability Plan Draft by 4 creeks 

Consulting Engineer DeGroot provided a presentation on the draft GSP.  Attached hereto and 
incorporated by reference as Agenda Item #6a is a copy of his PowerPoint presentation.   

*Committee member Guthrie arrived at this time.

TO BE APPROVED
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Public comment was received from Julie Allen.   

Discussion ensued regarding consistency of plans in the subbasin. 

Public comment was received from Stacie Ann Silva.   

Mr. DeGroot continued with his presentation.   

Discussion ensued regarding consumptive use.   

Mr. DeGroot continued with his presentation. 

Discussion ensued regarding the water budget analysis and consumptive use, along with the scope 
of information provided in the draft GSP.  Discussion also covered the method for handling 
averages moving forward, as well as the best way to address policy recommendations and planning 
needs. 

Public comment was received from Tim Allen.  

Discussion ensued regarding precipitation numbers and application to the GSA boundary versus 
the subbasin. 

Discussion ensued regarding net sustainable yield calculation over the subbasin. 

Comment was received from Geoff Galloway. 

Consulting Engineer DeGroot discussed inflows and outflows and advised that they were not 
included in the net sustainable yield. 

Discussion ensued regarding application of consumption calculation.   

Comment was received from Julie Allen. 

Mr. DeGroot continued with his presentation. 

Public comment was received from Bill Samarin.   

Discussion ensued concerning transitional water.   

Comment was received from Julie Allen.  

Mr. DeGroot continued with his presentation with the Water Accounting System.  

Comment was received from Bill Samarin.   

Discussion ensued regarding the water budget analysis, and surface water component.   

TO BE APPROVED
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Comment was received from Alan Reyes and Geoff Galloway. 

Comment was received from Terry Schuler and Bill Wallace.   

Discussion ensued regarding surface water imports.  

Consulting Engineer DeGroot continued explanation of the draft plan’s contents related to 
sustainability indicators and monitoring.   

Comment was received from Tom Barcellos.  

Mr. DeGroot continued his explanations of plan components.   

Discussion ensued regarding proposed groundwater reduction. 

DeGroot covered in his presentation.   

Comment was received from Tom Barcellos. 

Public comment was received from Julie Allen.   

NEXT MEETING DATE 

The previously scheduled November Joint Meeting was canceled.  

ADJOURNMENT  

As there was no further business to come before the Committee, Chairman Borba adjourned the 
meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

____________ 
Chairman Eric Borba 

TO BE APPROVED



Meeting of the ETGSA Executive 
Committee 
February 20, 2020 

Agenda Item 5.a 

Report on ETGSA Board Meetings 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Executive Committee

Subject: Summary ETGSA Board Meeting 

Submitted By:  Interim Executive Director 

Recommended Action: N/A – For Information Purposes 

Executive Summary: 

The ETGSA Board of Directors held a meeting on November 7, 2019.  Below is a summary of the 
meeting: 

Summary of Actions Taken: 

• Approved October 3, 2019 Board Meeting Minutes (Unanimous)
• Ratification of Bills Paid and Approved the Bills to be Paid. (Unanimous)

The ETGSA Board of Directors held a Special Meeting of the Board and Public Hearing on GSP on 
December 16, 2019.  Below is a summary of the meeting: 

Summary of Actions Taken: 

• Approved November 7, 2019 Board Meeting Minutes (Unanimous)
• Ratification of Bills Paid and Approved the Bills to be Paid. (Unanimous)
• Held Public Hearing for ETGSA Groundwater Sustainability Plan and Public Comment

Period ends.  27 Written Comments received; no oral comments received.

The ETGSA Board of Directors held a Special Meeting of the Board on January 10, 2020.  Below 
is a summary of the meeting: 

Summary of Actions Taken: 

• Approved December 16, 2019 Special Board Meeting Minutes (Unanimous)
• Ratification of Bills Paid and Approved the Bills to be Paid. (Unanimous)



Meeting of the ETGSA Executive 
Committee 
February 20, 2020 

The ETGSA Board of Directors held a Special Meeting of the Board on January 17, 2020.  Below 
is a summary of the meeting: 

Summary of Actions Taken: 

• Considered Approval to Join the Tulare County Farm Bureau. (Unanimous)
• Considered Approval to Join the Porterville Chamber of Commerce. (Unanimous)
• Considered Approval to Join the Tulare-Kings Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.

(Unanimous)
• Ratification of Bills Paid and Approved the Bills to be Paid. (Unanimous)
• Approval of Third Quarterly Call for Funds. (Unanimous)
• Approval of TH&Co Scope of Work for Land Subsidence Management Plan Study.

(Unanimous)
• Approval of Contract and Scope of Work with Land IQ. (Unanimous)
• Approval of Resolution 2020-01, to Approve and Adopt Final GSP. (Unanimous)

The ETGSA Board of Directors held a Meeting of the Board on February 6, 2020.  Below is a 
summary of the meeting: 

Summary of Actions Taken: 

• Approved January 10, 2020 Special Board Meeting Minutes (Unanimous)
• Approved January 17, 2020 Special Board Meeting Minutes (Unanimous)
• Approved development of a banking and recharge policy. (Unanimous)
• Appointment of Agency Officers:

o Chairman – Eric Borba
o Vice-Chair – Steve Kisling
o Secretary – Rogelio Caudillo

• Appointment of Committee Chairs and Vice Chairs:
o Stakeholder Comm. Chair – Bill Bennett
o Stakeholder Comm. Vice-Chair – Matt Leider
o Executive Comm. Chair – Eric Borba
o Finance Comm. Chair – Steve Kisling

• Ratification of Bills Paid and Approved the Bills to be Paid. (Unanimous)

Background: n/a 



Meeting of the ETGSA Executive 
Committee 
February 20, 2020 

Fiscal Impact: n/a 

Attachments: n/a 



Meeting of the ETGSA Executive 
Committee 
February 20, 2020 

Agenda Item 5.b 

Report on the February 13, 2020 ETGSA Stakeholder 
Meeting 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Executive Committee

Subject: Summary ETGSA Board Meeting 

Submitted By:  Interim Executive Director 

Recommended Action: N/A – For Information Purposes 

Executive Summary: 

The ETGSA Stakeholder Committee held a meeting on February 13, 2020.  Below is a summary 
of the meeting: 

Summary of Actions Taken: 

• October 17, 2019 Joint Stakeholder/Executive Committee Meeting Minutes – Tabled for
following meeting.

ETGSA staff provided Stakeholder Committee with a report on outreach and stakeholder 
engagement efforts, status of the GSP and Tule Subbasin Coordination Agreement. 

Stakeholder Committee engaged in a discussion about the ETGSA’s current and upcoming work 
on its policies and the process for developing and approving them. 

Background: n/a 

Fiscal Impact: n/a 

Attachments: n/a 



Meeting of the ETGSA Executive 
Committee 
February 20, 2020 

Agenda Item 6.a 

Report on ongoing ETGSA outreach efforts 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Executive Committee 

Subject: Summary of December Outreach 

Submitted By:  Interim Executive Director 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for informational purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

In addition to its regular Board and Committee Meetings and email correspondence to its 
Interested Parties List, ETGSA continues to conduct community outreach regarding SGMA, 
ETGSA, and the development of ETGSA’s Draft GSP through a variety of events and other media. 

A summary of ETGSA’s outreach efforts in January & February is provided below: 

• New Organization Memberships:
o Tulare County Farm Bureau
o Porterville Chamber of Commerce
o Tulare-Kings Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

• January 30, 2020 (Meeting) – ETGSA Interim Executive Director attended the Porterville
Chamber of Commerce’s Government Affairs Committee Meeting and gave an update
on the ETGSA GSP those in attendance.

• January 30, 2020 (Meeting) – ETGSA Interim Executive Director was invited to speak at
the Porterville Breakfast Rotary’s Meeting.  The presentation was on the ETGSA, SGMA,
and an update on the GSP.

• February 12, 2020 (Meeting) – ETGSA Interim Executive Director attended the Tulare-
Kings Hispanic Chamber of Commerce’s Ambassador Lunch, introducing the GSA and
gave information on to get involved with the ETGSA to those in attendance.

• February 27, 2020 (Meeting) – ETGSA Interim Executive Director with attend the
Porterville Chamber of Commerce’s Government Affairs Committee Meeting.



Meeting of the ETGSA Executive 
Committee 
February 20, 2020 

Background: 

SGMA requires that, “The groundwater sustainability agency shall consider the interests of all 
beneficial uses and users of groundwater, as well as those responsible for implementing 
groundwater sustainability plans…” (WAT § 10723.2). ETGSA undertakes outreach efforts, both 
individually and in collaboration with regional partners, to ensure that these interests are 
considered and provided with information pertinent and relevant to SGMA and the 
development of ETGSA’s GSP. The ETGSA Board of Directors adopted a Communication and 
Engagement Plan on October 5, 2018 that serves as a living guide to ETGSA’s outreach efforts. 

ETGSA’s Board and Committee meetings occur on a regular basis and, save for closed session as 
permitted pursuant the Brown Act, are open to the public. 

ETGSA continues to encourage its stakeholders to engage the Agency with other opportunities 
for outreach. 

Fiscal Impact: n/a 

Attachments: n/a 



Meeting of the ETGSA Executive 
Committee 
February 20, 2020 

Agenda Item 7.a 

Report on GSP and Tule Subbasin Coordination 
Agreement 

Staff Report to the ETGSA Executive Committee 

Subject: GSP and Tule Subbasin Coordination Agreement 

Submitted By:  Interim Executive Director 

Recommended Action: n/a (report is for information purposes) 

Executive Summary: 

• The ETGSA GSP and the Tule Subbasin Coordination Agreement signed by the GSAs in
the Tule Subbasin are now officially submitted to the CA Department of Water
Resources (DWR).  With the submittal, it should soon trigger DWR's Comment Process
period, which was extended from 60 days to 75 days.

Background: 

• GSPs submitted to DWR are available online on DWR’s SGMA Portal. DWR will post the
plans within 20 days of submittal for public viewing. DWR’s posting starts a 75-day
public comment period. Public comments are welcomed and encouraged - a SGMA
Portal account is not necessary.

Fiscal Impact: 

n/a 

Attachments: 

• Exhibit A – DWR: GSP Public Comments FAQs
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Frequently Asked Questions on Public Commenting on 
Groundwater Sustainability Plans  

Under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) will post groundwater sustainability plans (GSPs) to its website1 
within 20 days of receiving the plan. 

Once a plan is posted, it will be open to public comment. The minimum period for public 
comment is 60 days2, but DWR has decided to open the comment period for 75 days. 
While DWR will not respond to public comments directly, it will consider those 
comments during its evaluation of the plans.  

Here are a few frequently asked questions and answers about the public comment 
process. More information about GSPs can be found at DWR’s GSP web page.3 If you 
have additional questions you can contact the SGMA team at sgmps@water.ca.gov. 

Who can comment on a GSP? 

Anyone can submit a public comment on a GSP. 

How can I comment on a GSP? 

Visit https://sgma.water.ca.gov/portal/gsp/all. Find the GSP you’re interested in and click 
the blue comment button under the Action column and then click Add Comment. Fill in 
the information on the Comment Submission form and click Submit. The Comment 
Submission form includes the ability to upload additional files if desired (e.g., Adobe 
PDF documents). Note that a SGMA Portal account is not required to submit public 
comments. 

When does the public comment period start? 

Each plan will have a slightly different public comment window. The public comment 
period is initiated once the plan is posted to DWR’s website. DWR’s SGMA Portal 

1 https://sgma.water.ca.gov/portal/gsp/all 
2 SGMA requires a public comment period of 60 days and DWRs GSP Emergency Regulations further 
clarify that the public comment period will be “no less than 60 days” after that GSP has been accepted by 
DWR for evaluation. Refer to 23 CCR § 353.8(b). 
3 https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/SGMA-Groundwater-
Management/Groundwater-Sustainability-Plans  

Agenda Item #7.a
Exhibit - A
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Frequently Asked Questions  2 
Public Commenting on GSPs 

website is updated in real time and provides information about when the public 
comment period for each GSP closes. 

Can public comments be submitted after the close of the comment 
period? 

Public comments can be submitted at any time via the SGMA Portal and will be posted 
publicly. While DWR staff will make every effort to review and consider any comments 
received, DWR is only required to consider those comments received during the official 
75-day public comment period. 

Where can public comments on a GSP be viewed? 
All submitted public comments can be viewed on the SGMA Portal. When viewing the 
list of submitted GSPs, comments can be viewed by clicking on the Comment button for 
a particular GSP under the Action column.  

Will GSAs receive notice when public comments are sent to DWR? 

Yes, notification emails will be sent to the designated Plan Manager when a public 
comment on a GSP is submitted on the SGMA Portal. For basins with multiple GSPs, 
both the Plan Manager and the Point of Contact will receive the notification. 

What will GSAs do with public comments submitted to DWR? 

There is no statutory or regulatory requirement for how GSAs handle public comments 
submitted to DWR on their adopted GSPs. As such, GSAs have discretion regarding 
what to do with those public comments. For example, they may choose to respond 
directly to the comments by loading a response to the SGMA Portal. Alternatively, they 
may choose to respond in annual reports or future updates to their GSP. 
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