Groundwater Sustainability:
SGMA & Eastern Tule GSA
When are the Meetings?
How Do I Get involved?
Visit www.easterntulegsa.com for the latest
updates, information, jurisdictional maps, resources,
surveys, and meeting schedules.

ETGSA’s Board of Directors regularly meets the
ﬁrst Thursday of every month at 2pm at
Porterville City Hall. The schedule and agendas
for all of ETGSA’s Board and Committee meetings
can be found at our website.

Who is ETGSA?
Eastern Tule Groundwater Sustainability Agency (ETGSA) is a local agency that was formed as a result of SGMA. ETGSA is an
8-member Joint Powers Authority responsible for the sustainable management of groundwater resources through the
implementation of a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP). The Agency’s jurisdiction, which includes the Greater Porterville Area,
encompasses +161,000 acres and is home to ~70,000 residents and ~90,000 acres of irrigated farmland. ETGSA is one of six GSAs
overlying the Tule Subbasin.

What is SGMA?
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) was passed
into law in 2014 and mandated the creation of local agencies to
oversee the management of groundwater at a local level.
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What is a GSP?
A Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) is the plan that ETGSA must
develop by January 31, 2020 and implement thereafter to sustainably
manage local groundwater resources and avoid local undesirable
results by 2040.

What are Undesirable Results?
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Common Groundwater Terms
Richgrove
• Groundwater: Water stored underground in rock crevices and
pores between sedimentary materials
• Water Table: The top of the water surface in the saturated part of an aquifer
• Aquifer: A geologic formation that is water bearing and may store and/or transmit water
• Recharge: Inﬂow of water into a groundwater aquifer, usually by means of percolation
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from the surface or sub-surface movement
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• Overdraft: When the average annual volume of groundwater extracted from an aquifer
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exceeds the long-term average annual recharge
W: www.easterntulegsa.com
• Acre-Foot: The volume of water required to cover 1 acre of land to a depth of 1 foot; this
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volume is equal to 325,851 gallons

What’s going on with Groundwater?
Top Issues Concerning Groundwater
• New regulations such as SGMA and Irrigated Lands Regulatory
Program (ILRP), and their impacts
• Quantity and quality of groundwater available for use
• Changes in water use and management that may disrupt current ways
of life and local industries
• Economic impacts of new policy (i.e. job loss, decreasing property
values, decreasing local tax revenue)
• Reductions in the quality and variety of food produced in the Central
Valley
• Growing populations and increasing urban demands for water
• Improving water conservation and minimizing water waste
• Ecosystems dependent on groundwater
• Dry wells and lack of funding for replacements
• Representation and stakeholder engagement in policy development
• Planning and ﬁnancing needed for water infrastructure improvements
• Changing meteorological patterns
• Need for future planning

Beneﬁts of imported Water
• Imported water is essential to people and economic viability
• Improves water supply reliability
• Reduces the demand on groundwater pumping

Agricultural Water Usage
Common Practices & Conservation Eﬀorts
Drip Irrigation
Delivering water directly to a plant’s roots
through use of drip-line
Capturing & Storing Water
Capture of rainfall during the wet season through
use of reservoirs and on-site storage ponds for
future use throughout the year; storage ponds
also create habitat for local wildlife
Irrigation Scheduling
Monitoring weather forecasts, soil moisture,
and crop health to adapt irrigation schedules
to current conditions
Dry Farming
Relying on natural rainfall and soil moisture to
produce crops
Water Reuse
Recycling water from wastewater treatment
systems to irrigate crops not produced for
human consumption

Agriculture is the largest private employer in Tulare County, with farm employment accounting for a quarter
of all jobs, including production, processing and manufacturing. SGMA implementation will have a signiﬁcant
direct impact on the agriculture industry, and ultimately will affect the local, state and national economies.

Water Users Conservation Tips
Indoor • Fix leaky faucets and toilets, and install water-efficient toilets,
faucets and shower heads
• Take shorter showers
• Turn off water when brushing teeth, shaving or hand-washing
dishes
• Use dishwashers and washing machines with full loads only
• Track your water bill and meter to decrease water use

Outdoor • Plant drought-tolerant/resistant plants and trees, replace
grass/turf with water-wise plants
• Recycle indoor water to use on plants
• Refrain from watering your home landscape when it rains,
and water earlier in the day when temperatures are cooler
• Use a broom to clean driveways, patios, and sidewalks
instead of water from a hose

Visit ETGSA’s website (www.easterntulegsa.com) for more information regarding sustainable groundwater management.

